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   Consensus? Back to the trenches for Resumed PrepCom  3

Executive Secretariat Update – All You Need to Know for PrepCom 3 Resumed Session
· While it was expected that the negotiation process would be over by now, an extra meeting IS going to be held in Geneva from the 10th-14th of November 2003, to resume work that was left uncompleted at the third global preparatory meeting in September.  All those registered for PrepCom 3 will not need to register again, but each organization should fax a list of participants to (+41 22 730 58 81) as soon as possible.  The Rules of Procedure will follow PrepCom 3 and will be open to all governments, international organizations, and accredited civil society and private sector organizations.
· The Resumed Session remains open for newly announced participants and for governments, organizations and accredited entities who have not yet registered. Completed registration forms for newly announced participants, duly signed and stamped, should reach the Secretariat by fax (+41 22 730 58 81) by November 3.
· The latest draft of the documents are available here in addition to a “non-paper” on the Declaration of Principles by the President of PrepCom.  Youth Caucus input on the draft documents can be submitted to Adam Jantunen who is in charge of text negotiations.  The current Youth Caucus input to the Plan of Action is available here
· The Youth Caucus will be at its smallest number yet for a global preparatory meeting and we call out to all those who are able to participate to join the Youth Caucus for this very important session that will finalize the documents.  Unfortunately, no fellowships are available.  If you can attend please contact Nick Moraitis.

	Highlighted National Campaign: WSIS Youth India

India kicked off its Campaign with a conference for 150 youth at the Indian Institute of Technology’s Global Institute for Convergence Studies in New Delhi held on September 6, 2003.   Attending were over 100 young people, the press and some government officials. The event not only included a talk by WSIS Youth India about the summit itself but also included talks on various ICT related topics.   The Second Regional Conference of the Indian National Youth Campaign was held at Regional Science Center Auditorium in Calicut, Kerala on the 27th of September 2003. It was organized by WSIS Youth India & ACT India (Association of Computer Technologies in India) Kerala and featured many eminent speakers and debate on the issues around WSIS and ICTs.  
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Highlighted Summit Event: “Window on the Information Society” Photo Expo
You have the opportunity to have your voice heard at WSIS through TakingITGlobal's Global Gallery’s special contest, "Window on the Information Society", through the power of the image! Images have marked history’s greatest milestones as they are at times are able to go beyond words, evoking emotions and sensations that we all feel. Images are inclusive, leaping over linguistic divides, and connecting with those that are illiterate.

You are invited to create an artwork that conveys what it means to live in an "Information Society." What are the images of this revolution? What are the seen and unseen roles that ICTs have in your life? What is your interpretation of today's society and of this era of knowledge that most call the Information Society?

The winning entries of the “Window on the Information Society” contest will be displayed in an innovative, multimedia exposition of images at the Summit in December. This expo will be a focal point of the Summit’s Youth Hub space in the ICT4D Platform. 

TakingITGlobal’s Global Gallery was initiated in April 2001 and has now received over 2000 submissions from over 100 countries with the mission is to create a platform for artistic expressions from around the world that supports and enables cross-cultural understanding.  

For details please visit http://www.takingitglobal.org/express/gallery/contests.html?id=nov03
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Ms.Amruta Unkule and Mr.Ashwinikumar Aggarwal presenting WSIS at the Calicut Conference








Youth Day, Youth Media and New Campaigns! 


Hello again to all in the youth caucus!  The level of activity seems to increase exponentially as we reach the Summit, but the Summit Agenda is beginning to take shape:   “Youth Day” on December 10 will be the focus of youth at the Summit, with workshops on diverse themes.   Youth Day also coincides with the 55th anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, and focus on the launch the Youth Creating Digital Opportunities (YCDO) Fund and Action Plan.  


The Youth Media Program is also emerging, with groups such as OneWorld, the British Council, AMARC and Webtrotteurs des Quartiers, who will bring young journalists to Geneva to report back to their home communities and at the Summit itself.


National WSIS Youth Campaigns have also been launched in five new francophone countries: Senegal, Cameroun, Haiti, Togo and Gabon. 





A third conference is planned for November 2003, in Pune to continue the debate.  The campaign has already been featured in the national press, including the Times of India.  This bottom-up consultation has allowed the youth of India to create a network of people, projects and policy-makers around ICT for Development. Partners in the national campaign include TakingITGlobal, the Center for Youth and Development Activities, and the Global Institute for Convergence Studies.   India is one of over twenty countries that are engaged in national level youth activities around WSIS.  Click � HYPERLINK "http://ycdo.takingitglobal.org/policy/wsisyouthindia" ��here� for more on this campaign or check out the information on all of the  �HYPERLINK "http://ycdo.takingitglobal.org/wsis/nationalcampaigns.html"��national campaigns�.











It is inspiring to see the fruits of many months of work in the form of successful national campaigns, where thousands of youth are mobilizing around WSIS Forums, workshops, interactive radio shows, and media activities.  Communications strategies are working well with a recently released ITU � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/wsis/newsroom/press_releases/itu/2003/youthcampaign.html" ��Press Release� on the national campaigns and more and more people are aware and excited about the Youth Caucus.  An exciting new WSIS Youth video project will travel the globe - highlighting successful youth-led projects using ICTs for social development, and exploring the increasingly influential role of young people as participants in the development of national and international technology and innovation policy.  The featured countries in this global showcase are Brazil, the Philippines, Tunisia, Sierra Leone, Turkey and Nigeria.    Keep it here for the scoop, Alex Fielding




















Get � HYPERLINK "http://ycdo.takingitglobal.org/wsis/getinvolved.html" ��Involved� in WSIS! Participation, National Level Campaigns, Media, Mailing Lists, and more!  


Visit our newly updated website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ycdo.net/wsis" ��www.ycdo.net/wsis�  or the official WSIS site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.wsis.org" ��www.wsis.org� 


A roadmap of activities is also now available at � HYPERLINK "http://ycdo.takingitglobal.org/wsis/roadmap.html" ��http://ycdo.takingitglobal.org/wsis/roadmap.html� 


Contact : WSIS Youth Caucus - � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@ycdo.net" ��info@ycdo.net�, Youth Liaison/Editor – � HYPERLINK "mailto:alex@takingitglobal.org" ��alex@takingitglobal.org�
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