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Concept Paper of the Proposed
ASIA-EUROPE YOUTH NETWORK 
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
Draft 1 (October 26, 2004)
Background

The Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM) first convened the Heads of States of Government of different Asian and European countries in Bangkok, Thailand in 1996 in recognition for the need to strengthen relations between the two regions as reflection of the shift from “aid and trade” to a more “balanced and equal partnership” for both regions.
  Every two years thereafter, the ASEM Summit is convened to increase understanding and enhance cooperation especially in the “three pillars” of development: political, economic and social, between the two regions. 

In preparation for the 5th ASEM Summit in September 2005, 61 youth leaders from 24 countries in Asia and Europe met for the 4th ASEM Youth Dialogue in Hanoi, Vietnam in June 28-July 2, 2004. A product of the Hanoi Youth Dialogue is the “Youth Statement on Sustainable Development” (Attached herewith as Annex 1), wherein the observations and recommendations of the Asian and European youths were outlined for presentation to the 5th ASEM Summit. 

The Youth declared the need for holistic approach to sustainable development and for stronger youth participation and collaboration with the government, international organizations and with each other for such a campaign.   They also realized the importance of stronger relations and more frequent communications and cooperation between youth organizations among and between Asia and Europe to contribute to the efforts to promote sustainability in development in the two regions.

The concept of an inter-regional youth network to foster stronger and continuous partnerships between the youth organizations in the two regions was conceived in Hanoi during the 4th ASEM Youth Dialogue.  This network can help ensure realize the adoption of the Youth inputs in the ASEM and other international directional policy organizations.

This concept had been further developed when 17 youth leaders from 9 countries representing 16 organizations met in September 11-12, 2004 in Tagaytay City, Philippines for a Strategic Planning Workshop on the propose network. The Workshop was hosted by the Philippine delegation to the Hanoi ASEM Youth Dialogue and was supported with support from the Youth Connections Grant of the Asia Europe Foundation (ASEF).
VISION

A partnership that enhances inter-regional cooperation
 between Asian and European youth towards achieving the culture of sustainable development
 
MISSION

The Asia Europe Youth Network for Sustainable Development is a loose and informal network of youth organizations from Asia and Europe that acknowledges each other as partners and collaborators working towards global sustainable development.

OBJECTIVES OF THE NETWORK
1) To strengthen the existing network between youth organizations in Asia and Europe advocating and working for sustainable development;
2) To provide a forum for exchange of ideas and experiences between and among partner organizations;
3) To encourage consensus-building on thematic issues and concerns among the partner organizations;
4) To present opportunities for coordinated activities and programs in the campaign for sustainable development;
5) To facilitate additional support for partner organizations and their respective programs and activities, specifically those within the framework of sustainable development;  and 
6) To highlight positive contributions of youths and youth organizations in the campaign for sustainable development.

STRATEGIES and ACTIVITIES

To fulfill the vision of stronger relations for a bi-regional sustainable development, and to achieve the objectives for this network, this partnership will focus on the following strategies and projects/activities:

1.  Advocacy 

To continuously campaign for the inclusion of sustainable development in the priority agenda of Asian and European governments and inter-governmental organizations and institutions in both regions as well as to promote investment on youth participation and inputs at both the national and international/global processes (e.g. ASEM, UNCSD, ASEAN, EU, others) on sustainable development. Focus of the advocacy includes:
· Push for sufficient youth representation in National Council for Sustainable Development (NCSD) within the different Asian and European governments  and in countries where NCSDs have not yet been set-up, to push for its creation and support
· Push for the drafting and adoption of a National Strategy on Sustainable Development (NSSD), if there is none, with inputs and contributions from the civic society, including the youth in all countries in Asia and Europe
· Push Asian and European governments to create and actively monitor; with direct youth involvement, sustainability indicators as recommended by the Hanoi Youth Statement on Sustainable Development 
· Push for the implementation of key targets of the UN Decade for Education for Sustainable Development (DESD) such as the integration of sustainable development in school curriculum; especially in the primary education and the implementation of sustainable development projects in school campuses
The process of consensus building and coordination of activities fro the network will be facilitated through annual bi-regional youth dialogues and the assembly of this propose network to ensure effective advocacy.
 

2.  Knowledge Management 

To review, evaluate and investigate sustainable development processes and implementation in both Asia and Europe, and to share these and other information (including best practices) for the promotion of sustainable development the following will be instituted within the network
· The creation and maintenance of a regularly-updated inventory of the positions and activities of the youth in both regions within their respective NCSDs and NSSD policy making mechanisms. 

· Prepare an inventory of the roles and involvement of the youth in both regions in the implementation of the targets set for the UN Decade for Education for Sustainable Development (DESD) starting 2005. The aim of the project is to put together and widely share relevant information and opportunities about the UN Decade for Education for Sustainable Development across all contacts and linkages of the partnership
· Mobilize youth in both regions to actively participate in monitoring the sustainability indicators in countries where such indicators exists and facilitate youth exchanges to build the capacity of the youth from countries  where these indicators still do not exist so that they can effectively push for its adoption and institutionalization
3.  Network Consolidation & Expansion
To promote (individual and organizational) exchanges and collaborations within this network and cooperation with other organizations, the following strategies and activities are being proposed.
· Identify profile and invite other youth organizations engaged in the sustainable development within Asian and European countries. For strategic purposes, the consolidation will start among relevant youth groups in the ASEM member countries but will eventually cover all countries in Asia and Europe.
· The strengthening and consolidation of regional youth platforms for sustainable development for both Asia and Europe. 

· To foster increasing communications and understanding of youth in Asia and Europe through internet forums and seminars on topics and issues related to Sustainable Development.  A good starting point are the main issues and positions reached in the Hanoi Youth Statement on Sustainable Development, including in particular the effects and relationship of globalization to sustainable development
· Provide opportunities for individual youth people and youth organizations from both regions to experience and learn varying approached to sustainable development implementation at all levels in difference countries within the two regions through an educational/immersion youth exchange program.
    

COOPERATION FRAMEWORK

The members of this network intend not only to work with each other internally but also to network and cooperate with other organizations and institutions directly or indirectly working for sustainable development.  These may include inter-governmental partnerships and organizations, international development organizations, other youth organizations, etc. 

The network can specially work with inter-governmental organizations that influenced the directions for national, regional and international sustainable development priorities through technical and policy inputs as well as through collaborated programs and activities.  Such organizations and mechanisms include, but are not limited to the following:

a.  Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) is composed of 10 countries from the said region that bonded together to achieve “cooperative peace and shared prosperity”.

b.  Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM) is an assembly of Heads of States from 10 Asian countries and 15 European nations that recognizes the need to strengthen relations between the two regions to “reflect the increased importance of Asia on the world stage”.

c. European Union (EU) is an organization of 25 democratic countries in Europe that foster cooperation and unity among the peoples of Europe.  
d. United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) is an inter-governmental organization that serves as a high-level forum for sustainable development within the United Nations.  Membership to UNCSD is possible only for UN member states and only through election by the Economic and Social Council. 
e.  World Bank and other International Financing Institutions, 
f.  The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

g.  UN Millennium Development Goals (MDG) efforts
CURRENT STRUCTURE AND IMMEDIATE PLANS

Initially, all activities of the network is coordinated by the YSDA-Pilipinas Inc. (Youth for Sustainable Development Assembly). These will cover drafting, finalization and distribution of the concept paper to participating and other potential partner organizations, collation of feedbacks and decisions from these organizations, as well as coordinating the initial activities of the network prior to the next Network meeting in Brunei in July or August 2005, simultaneous with the proposed 2005 Youth Dialogue..

Formalization, in terms of recognition and approval of the concept of partnership indicated above, from the founding partner organizations is the initial and most vital step for this network.  

Upon approval of the partnership arrangement and finalization of network/partner organizations, the discussion on the structure, institutional system and the short, medium and long-term programs and plans will be conducted in the next network meeting.

CONTACT INFORMATION

For inquiries, comments and suggestions please contact:

Mr. Roy Cabonegro

Chairperson & CEO

Mr. Rior N. Santos

International Affairs Coordinator

YSDA Pilipinas, Inc. 
(Youth for Sustainable Development Assembly)

Basement, Environmental Science Institute

Miriam College, Loyola Heights, Quezon City

1105 Philippines

Telefax No.:  +63 2 433-22-84  Mobile Phone +63 918 5077114

Email address : ysdamail@yahoo.com 

Website; www.ysda.tk 

� From “An Introduction to the Asia – Europe Meeting – ASEM” during the ASEM 4 in Copenhagen, Denmark in 2002


� Relations that promote unity and harmony in cultural diversity and utilize globalization to better understand other cultures and societies.


� A development that puts premium on an empowered youth, which not only has access to education, resources and information, but are also involved in all decision-making processes from the local to the global socio-political levels. “Culture” here refers to the culture which provides equal opportunities and encourages responsible lifestyles..


� Brunei Youth Council has submitted to the Asia Europe Foundation (ASEF) a proposal to conduct a Youth Dialogue in Brunei for 2005.  The Tagaytay workshop participants have recommended two (2) topics for the proposed 2005 Dialogue:   (a) Education on Sustainable Development,  and  (b) Renewables as a Possible Future Energy for Asia and Europe.


� This will include supporting efforts to consolidate an Asian platform for youth involvement in sustainable development building from the existing gains in various efforts such as the South East Asia Sustainable Development Youth Network (SEA SusDev YouthNet), Asia Youth Environment network (AYEN), the South Asia Youth Environment Network (SAYEN), the Asia Pacific Youth Environment Network (APYEN), the Asian Students Alliance (ASA). For Europe, this will mean further strengthening existing regional groups for environment & sustainable development such as the Youth and Environment Europe (YEE) and other groups. Efforts will also be made to maximize the existence of a UNCSD Youth Caucus and other youth caucuses in various sustainable development-related international mechanisms.





� YSDA Pilipinas (Youth for Sustainable Development Assembly) � HYPERLINK "http://www.ysda.tk" ��www.ysda.tk�  currently is writing a proposal on ASEAN-Japanese exchange on sustainable development for Summer of 2005.  European partners to the network will be provided a copy of the concept paper to determine if they want to participate in the said exchange. 
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