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 WSIS Youth Caucus
Input Form for Youth NGOs

Background

The United Nations will be hosting a “World Summit on the Information Society” in December 2003 in Geneva. At this meeting, world leaders will meet and agree on an action plan around issues such as access to technologies, education, employment in the ICT industry, the environmental impact of technology, and so forth. More information on the World Summit on the Information Society is available at http://www.wsis.org

Young people - creators and early adopters of technology - have been actively contributing to the development of the important WSIS ‘declaration’ and ‘action plan’ through an organized grouping known as the ‘Youth Caucus’.  More information is at http://ycdo.takingitglobal.org/policy/wsisyouthglobal. 
Purpose of this document and form

The WSIS Secretariat has released draft versions of these important documents, and invited everyone interested to provide feedback and suggestions by May 25th. All these comments will then be considered at a meeting in Paris.
This form is for youth organizations to contribute their thoughts on these formal documents. For this purpose, youth organizations are considered groups where most of the leadership and participants are less than 28 years of age. Once the form is completed, send it to TakingITGlobal, who are facilitating the Youth Caucus at nick@takingitglobal.org. The answers will be compiled into cohesive input from youth. 

There is also an e-consultation occurring via the WSIS Youth mailing list. You can subscribe to this list at http://groups.takingitglobal.org/wsisyouth. This provides an opportunity for individual young people to share their thoughts. Some of the comments collected from these forms may be sent by the discussion moderator to the consultation list for feedback.  
You can of course submit your own input to the WSIS, however due to the volume of submissions they will receive, we feel it is likely to have more impact if included as part of the collective youth input. 


Direct correspondence to Nick Moraitis via email at nick@takingitglobal.org
The deadline for submission of this form is the 17th of May 2003

WSIS Youth Input Form – MAY 2003
Answers should be typed and submitted via email.

ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION

1. Name of organization 
2. Name of contact person and their email address
3. Describe the organization

Issues of concern? Major projects and activities? Local, National or international? Number of members?

4. Youth Networks 

(please select all that you or organization is a member of)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 TakingITGlobal

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Global Youth Action Network

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International Youth Parliament

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 European Youth Forum

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 World Assembly of Youth

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Others

If others, list _______________________________________

5.  Involvement in WSIS

Any previous involvement in WSIS? Participated in a meeting? Been part of the mailing list?

(On the next page, there are questions related to the Draft Declaration)
IDEAS FOR THE DECLARATION

This is a space for you to provide feedback and suggestions on the draft ‘Declaration of Principles’ which is downloadable in full at:

http://www.ycdo.net/wsis/declaration.html
For your information there is already a specific paragraph on youth:

Young people constitute the majority of the world’s population, and are leading creators and adopters of ICTs. Yet too many of them, especially those in developing countries, remain disadvantaged and disconnected. More and special attention must be given to empower young people as learners, the future workforce, and citizens with special needs.

Please comment below with suggestions for the youth paragraph, but especially the rest of the declaration – focusing on areas of particular focus for your organization.
Your thoughts:
(Please insert a new page here if necessary. On the next page, you’ll find questions about the Action Plan)
IDEAS FOR THE ACTION PLAN

This is a space for you to provide feedback and suggestions on the draft ‘Action Plan’ which is downloadable in full at:

http://www.ycdo.net/wsis/actionplan.htm


For your information there is are already some references to youth in the following paragraphs:

[22] 
Capacity building for ICT use: People must have enhanced levels of ICT literacy and ICT skills to make the best use of the Information Society:

· Youth can provide skills and commitment through volunteer and community initiatives to use ICTs towards attaining the Millennium Development Goals.
[44] 
Media: Public participation in the Information Society shall be enabled through affordable and appropriate ICT applications allowing for local content creation, such as community media, non-profit media, and interactive Web applications. 

· These media should serve as essential factors of empowering marginalised communities, particularly youth, women, indigenous peoples, children and minority groups.

Please comment below with suggestions for the youth paragraph, but especially the rest of the declaration – focusing on areas of particular focus for your organization.  Focus on changes to language, addition of new topics, etc. Please provide a brief rationale for your suggestions.  These are important because the present draft was created by governments in a hurry at the end of PrepCom 2 in February and needs a SIGNIFICANT reworking in order to include real actions and real timelines.
Your thoughts:

(Please insert a new page here if necessary)
