Monday 27 October 2003, 10:00am EST

Report of First Conference Call with Major Groups Organizing Partners

Participants

CSD Secretariat

Federica Pietracci (Major Groups Programme Coordinator)

Tonya Vaturi (Major Groups Programme Associate)

Anne Kerr (Programme Coordination, Major Groups and Partnerships Branch Chief)

Major Groups Organizing Partners

Youth: Leif Holmberg (Centre Party Youth)
Business and Industry: Jack Whelan (International Chamber of Commerce –ICC)

Indigenous People: Joji Carino (CSD Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus)
Trade Unions: Winston Gereluk (ICFTU)
Women: Rebecca Pearl (WEDO)

Local Authorities: Ruth Tregale (ICLEI)
NGOs: Chee Yoke Ling (Third World Network); Pieter Van dee Gaag (ANPED)
Farmers: Nettie Weibe (Via Campesina); David King and Nora Ourabah (International Federation of Agricultural Producers)

Scientific and Technological Communities: Laurie Geller and Gisbert Glaser (International Council for Science- ICSU); Dato Lee Yee-Cheong (World Federation of Engineering Organizations)

Summary Report

Following a roll call, organizing partners agreed to the agenda as proposed by the CSD Secretariat. 

The discussion began with an overview of the CSD-12 programme of work and activities as contained in the CSD-12 Guidelines for Major Groups, disseminated on 6 October 2003, and made available online at:

http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/mgroups/csd_12/major_groups_guidelines_2003.pdf. 

Referencing the framework organization of work (available at http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/csd/csd12/framework_org_work.pdf), the Secretariat outlined the various “entry points” for major groups’ integrated participation in the CSD-12 session. Discussion revolved around the structure of Tuesday 20th April morning session (to be held in conference room 2) and its envisioned interactive major groups-led discussion, aimed at providing an opportunity for major groups to present their dialogue papers and set the stage for the week’s discussions planned in conference room 2, which will focus on reviewing the status of implementation of water, sanitation and human settlements, with a particular focus on lessons learned and sharing experiences to better understand what works and what does not.  

The Secretariat clarified that the interactive segment described above would be different from a traditional multi-stakeholder dialogue in several ways: it would achieve a more integrated role of the major groups by focusing on their contributions to the overall review process and treating their input as central to the rest of the week-long technical and issue-specific segments taking place in conference room 2; and it would also serve as an initial forum for major groups to present in-depth data and information that could constitute the basis of major groups’ input to be channeled to the following policy year. 

Following a question on the official outputs, participants turned their attention to a flow chart depicting the CSD-12 proposed organization of work (available at http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/csd/csd12/Org_workchart.doc). This chart indicates that Part I of the Chair’s summary to be issued on 27 April would capture the main findings from the discussions in both conference rooms 1 and 2, and would be used to shape discussions during the High-Level Segment, highlighting constraints and obstacles, possible approaches and best practices for implementation. Part II of the Chair’s Summary would elaborate on Part I based on the outcomes of the High-Level Segment. In addition, the CSD-12 Report would include a record of major group inputs, regional discussions, the partnerships fair, the learning centre, and side events.

Several participants commented on the variety of inputs necessary for a successful review session, noting that the required technical and scientific assessments would entail increased responsibilities for organizing partners. The value of developing a list of possible expert speakers early in the process was highlighted by the Secretariat, but it was stressed that investment of time and resources should be focused on developing the written inputs, especially the dialogue papers. 

Discussion on the nature of written inputs drew distinctions among the Secretary-General reports and background paper, to which all major groups organizations are welcome to contribute, and the dialogue papers, which would be produced by the major groups organizing partners in consultation with their networks. The CSD Secretariat noted that dialogue papers should be a maximum of 16 pages in length, would be produced in all official UN languages, and should be submitted by 1 February 2004 to allow time for translation
. The organizing partners suggested that the term “dialogue paper” be changed to something that would reflect the more integrated nature of its function in underpinning discussions throughout the session, and all agreed that this idea merited consideration, with “discussion paper” offered as an alternative. Several organizing partners noted the difficulty of reconciling diverse views within their constituencies in one dialogue paper, and another suggested that the 20th April morning segment might involve a panel discussion including major group representatives who would present the dialogue papers and invite responses.

The background paper was then discussed as a means of channeling the diverse views, activities, information and approaches of all major group organizations. Because the background paper would consist of a compendium of inputs submitted from all major group organizations interested in contributing to the review process, it would conceivably serve as an alternative entry point for those organizations that, for instance, are not part of the organizing partners’ networks. Based on the number of inputs received, the Secretariat would decide if minor editing is required in compiling the information submitted, and whether the input would be reproduced as a background paper or as a web-based document.

Several participants questioned the format of the template for written inputs to the Secretary-General report and background paper provided in Annex 4 of the major groups guidelines (available at: p://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/mgroups/csd_12/major_groups_guidelines_2003.pdf), stating that it did not provide a clear idea of what level of information was needed and that it also might prove to be too constraining in instances where cases studies had already been developed. In the interest of capturing all necessary data and information, it was agreed that a more flexible mechanism should be considered, with the suggested possibility that the CSD Secretariat help build information-sharing capacity by showcasing written inputs and case studies submitted by major groups on the DSD website.

With regard to other “entry points” for major group participation at CSD-12, the Secretariat emphasized that the Monday morning Plenary on 19 April would allow major groups to present brief 3-5 minute opening statements, and that the closing Plenary on Friday 30 April would provide another opportunity for short final statements. During the he High-Level Segment there would be a dedicated session to an interactive discussion among ministers and major groups (Thursday 29 April, afternoon session). In addition, major group representatives would be involved throughout CSD-12 as speakers on expert panels and in other discussion formats related to the thematic areas, although the specifics of these segments are still being developed. The Secretariat reminded organizing partners that a roster of possible major group panelists and experts continues to be channeled to the CSD-12 Chairperson for his consideration. Those organizing partners that have not yet submitted suggestions for the above-mentioned roster, are invited to do so at their earliest convenience, to provide the CSD Chair with a broad spectrum of local and international actors within the major group networks and meet the new challenges inherent in participating in the first non-negotiating review session of the CSD. Details on the meeting among major groups and the CSD-12 Bureau, scheduled for 18 November, will be provided shortly. 
The Secretariat shared some initial thinking on possible topics to be addressed in the dialogue papers, drawing upon a list of goals and time-bound targets relevant to water, sanitation and human settlements found within Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21, and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation. Cross-cutting issues could be addressed as they relate to the thematic areas. One participant stressed the need to build on existing agreements within the CSD, especially with regard to science and technology. Another highlighted the importance of linking the work undertaken in the context of the Millennium Development Goals on water and sanitation with the CSD-12 review session. 

The effort to increase major group participation at the regional level was briefly discussed, with clarification provided on how major group inputs would feed into CSD-12 through reports of the Regional implementation meetings held by the Regional Commissions and other regional-level meetings where major groups are invited to participate. Participants were also informed that a role for major groups was being developed in connection with the SIDS review process, and that guidelines for major group accreditation and participation would be developed following the General Assembly’s approval of the rules of procedure for the International Meeting to review the Barbados Programme of Action for SIDS.

Partnerships were mentioned in relation to the upcoming International Forum on Partnerships for Sustainable Development, to be held in Rome from 4-6 March 2004, and organized by the Italian government in collaboration with UN-DESA. The Forum aims to discuss and enhance the contribution of partnerships for sustainable development, and its outcome will be presented to the CSD-12 session. 

The Secretariat briefed participants on the status of WSSD-accredited major group organizations, which is still pending a decision by the ECOSOC. ECOSOC is scheduled to discuss the issue at its resumed session likely to take place in November 2003.

Finally, the need for funding to support major group participation in CSD-12 was discussed. It was noted that the CSD Secretariat was working with the Chair to mobilize contributions from governments and others, and that an official letter from the Chair would be sent to major groups organizing partners to support any efforts on their part to raise funds from other potential donors. The need for funding has increased given the more inclusive participation of major groups, which will require representatives to be present throughout the entire two weeks of the CSD-12 session.

The conference call was then concluded with an agreement to begin the next round of discussions at a slightly earlier time. The next conference call will be set for Wednesday, 19 November 2003 at 8:30 am EST.

� The CSD Secretariat was informed that any document to be submitted for translation needs to be finalised earlier than initially envisioned (1st of February instead of 15th February). 





