Youth AIDS Day: A Global Day of Youth Action to End AIDS

"Young people between the ages of 15 and 24 are both the most threatened--globally accounting for half of all new cases of HIV--and the greatest hope for turning the tide against AIDS. The future of the epidemic will be shaped by their actions."  -UNAIDS 2004 Report

Half of all new HIV infections occur in people aged 15-24, yet young people are rarely given a voice in their communities or their governments. On February 26th, 2005, thousands of youth around the world will demand a voice, acting in solidarity in a Global Day of Youth Action to End AIDS. This Youth AIDS Day, organized by the Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS (GYCA), will serve the dual purpose of uniting the global youth population in the fight against HIV/AIDS and demonstrating to the world the power of young people. 

Youth AIDS Day will consist of a wide range of activities across the globe. There will be marches and rallies, HIV prevention trainings, letter writing drives, video screenings, and fundraisers. As actions are planned they will be added to the Global Day of Action website (www.youthaidsday.org) so that youth around the world can join actions in their communities or get ideas to plan their own actions

Background

Youth working on HIV/AIDS often find themselves feeling alone in their work. They’re excluded from or viewed as second-class partners in community and country AIDS bodies, whatever funding there is for AIDS work is prioritized for “adult” AIDS organizations, and seldom is anyone fighting for the specific needs of the most impacted age group by HIV/AIDS—fifteen to twenty-four year-olds. 


For this reason, it has become essential that youth form their own global network—the Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS (GYCA)—and take action to unite youth working on HIV/AIDS worldwide and demand that the needs of young people be met. Youth AIDS Day is intended both to highlight the disproportionate impact of HIV/AIDS on youth as well as to demonstrate the incredible HIV/AIDS work being down by youth around the world. 


Through the Global Day of Youth Action to End AIDS, young people around the world will raise their voices together, presenting themselves as a united front, as the generation that will see an end to this pandemic.

Participate

Plan an action in your country and we’ll add it to the youthaidsday.org website so you’ll be connected with youth across the world and the media can learn about what you’re doing. There are many possible actions you can take. Here are some suggestions:

1. March, protest, rally. Organize young people in your community or from across your country to march or rally to call for increased funding for HIV/AIDS treatment, increased youth involvement in AIDS response, debt cancellation, or whatever you think is most important. You can march to your finance minister’s office or to the capitol or to a public space. 

2. Organize an educational forum for young people in your community. Get professors, community activists, HIV/AIDS educators, HIV positive young people and others to participate a panel discussion about the role that young people play in fighting HIV/AIDS.

3. Write letters to your leaders (i.e. Finance Minister, Health Minister, President, Prime Minister, state senator, et cetera) encouraging them to focus their attention towards stopping the AIDS pandemic. 

4. Set up a teach-in (or a series of teach-ins) at local secondary schools or community centers.  You can be a powerful force educating and mobilizing other young people in your community. If you’re not trained in HIV/AIDS education, pair up with someone from your community who is and talk to other young people about how to protect themselves and how to become advocates in your community and country for change. 

5. Write an opinions piece or letter to the editor for your community or school paper. Call for specific actions in your opinions piece and you will take a important step toward reaching the decision-makers and you’ll inform others in your community about what your demands are.
6. Organize a fundraiser with the profits going to help your organization or another HIV/AIDS organization 
7. Organize a movie screening and show one of the many documentaries about the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Consider organizing a discussion afterwards so that people can discuss questions they have, ideas for action, etc.
