Rural Innovative Application of Clean Technology Enterprises

Water Sanitation and Human Settlement

Mbitini Division – Population 48,729 people



    Male – 
23,411



    Female – 
25,318

Surface Square Km – 

2,297 Kilometers

Income Indicators – 1 US Dollar a day

Project Estimated Cost – US 2,500$

Implementing Organization Salvage Orphanage Centre (SOC) and Youth Potential Development (YPD), P.O. Box 40164 – 00100 Nairobi. Registration Number 

Registering body NGO Executive Bureau Nairobi Kenya.

To be presented to a donor organization

SOC/YPD is a multipurpose organization which targets the vulnerable groups of civil community.  The initial idea was to organize a home for street children, but experience showed that there was need For Youth Potential Development Programs to reduce idleness, under age parenting among adolescence.  The organization also realized partnership with other organizations for information and resourcefulness.  Lately the inauguration of MDG awareness and sustainable development has opened doors for salvaging the marginalized groups.  

The project has realized problems and setbacks due to lack of resources, non-existence voluntarism among the youth, lack of mobility means, and the administrative provision.  It is anticipated that the future goals of this needy organization would be accomplished through modern partnership in conjunction with various world summit recommendations.  

The organization is a partner to the 

· Local Street Families Rehabilitation Trust Fund

· The Nairobi City Council Social Services. 

· The Children Department

· Ministry of Non formal education

Background Information

Climatic factors – The Drought stricken areas are characterized by hazardous Health factors and existence of avoidable diseases.  Like many other regions, Kavuthu sub location is Cholera prone, Tuberculosis and Hydatid disease is common.

The vital MDG for developing countries is poverty reduction and promotion of the economic growth.  

Community Negative Livelihood

· Surprisingly young women and girls who drop out of school target the highway distance drivers for daily bread and this contributes to the spread of STD’s/HIV/AIDS.  

· The young boys pause as highway hawkers during the day but turn into highway robbers at night.  When I interviewed one group of the highway hawkers they told me that they are exploited by politicians during political campaigns only to be ignored when the political candidate finds his way to the parliament.  Millennium Development Goals concept was news to them.

· Single mothers are drug traffickers and have a pretence of selling fruits to highway drivers.

· Men syphoned jet fuel from highway tankers and they mix it with sisal pulp fluid, sodium bicarbonate, sugar and water in order to prepare illicit brew which is a very deadly alcohol.  Last year 20 people died while others went blind as a result of taking that brew.

Positive Livelihood

· Stone crashing to produce ballast for commercial constructions.

· Group cultivation if rain does come

· Firewood collection

· Domestic home help within local hotels

· Rope twisting from sisal fibre

· Brick making if water is available

Indigenous Water Resources in Drought Stricken Areas

The existence of Indigenous civil society in drought stricken region rely on scanty water resources, water hoozing from natural wells, sandy rivers, dams and scanty rainfall water resources.  The women in Kathonzweni sub location of Mbitini division scope sand from four meter depth to reach the water level which hoozes into the sand that covers the seasonal river.  The water looks clean but contains water mites and flukes, dog worms and other invisible parasites.  The indigenous people use that water in multipurpose domestic use.  Kelekye told me that the water has a dusty taste and a polluted smell but they have to drink it since they have no alternative.  The women have to travel even 10km in search of water.  Rose who lives up the hill has to wake up as early as 3 o’clock pm to draw the water that accumulates at night avoiding the day light long queue.

Water problem subjects women to dangerous attacks, insecurity, while it involves even the expectant women subjecting them to miscarriage as a result of weight lifting.  The girls are denied secondary education in order to get involved in water fetching coals.  

The female gender is subjected to rape, stray dog attacks, snake bites, and back problems.  Expectant mothers who carry heavy jerry cans of water (20 kgs) on their backs experience prolonged labour pains leading to handcuffing conditions both to the mother and the new born baby.  The time spent in search of water can be used in productivity involvement if alternative water resource was established.

Yet the water is a health hazard to humans.  Frequent cholera outbreaks are realized.  Late last year 250 people died of cholera within a months time and the majority were women and children.  The dog worm which lodges into abdominal walls result to illness.  

A visit by the local leaders headed by the district officers realized lack of toilets and pit latrines, people helping themselves in the bush and in the river banks.  The district officer sanctioned digging and construction of  standard latrines, to which the people comply but they locked up the latrines for DO’s use, as the cholera control failed.

· Justification of the project proposal indicates that there is a dire need to salvage women and children from water resource coals.

· Clean Water Resource Solutions (CWRS) would save children and girls from danger subjection which includes rape and underage parenting.

· Children will have time for educational commitments.

· Promotion of human health within clean water availability would be ensured.

Aims and Objectives

· Research on availability of underground water for drilling and storage.

· Organization of community health education seminars for human health promotion.

· Youth involvement in capacity building on clean water availability perspective.

· Infrastructure improvement and job creations for the youth.

· Gender empowerment in promotion of human health.

· Consultation and collaboration with relevant stake holders eg local administrators, community health services, Water Corporation Company, private sector.

· Organization of MDG campaigns for sensitized and actual taking.

· Organization of Gender groups campaigns on clean water necessity.

The program would include indigenous people involvement and manual participation to reduce donor dependency costs.

The existing schools would be provided with septic services and standard toilets.  Enhancement of health clean habits such as washing hands, boiling of drinking water.  Indigenous men would be sensitized to be concerned with domestic requirements that burden  the women and children.  Energy promotion to contribute to sustainable development would be encouraged.  

Success indicators in Kavuthu location on clean water efforts are:

· The region is not very far of the Kilimanjaro water pipe that serves the Machakos District.  It is possible to pipe water into the drought stricken region which was developed by NorlTuresh Water Project under the Kenya Government Governance but abandoned due to corruption. 

· Water level within this region is available beneath the ground.

· The Indigenous community is aware of the need for clean water although incubated by lack of resources and motivation.

· Improvement of infrastructure would create employment opportunities for the youth and combat drug abuse, rape, school dropouts and crime.

· Partnership with International donor organization would contribute to success the resourcefulness.

· Construction of the rain water tanks is another success resolution.
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