Draft

Observations/Comments of Ministry of Commerce
on the WSIS Draft Declaration
Ministry of Commerce proposes inclusion of the following observations in the text of the Declaration:

A. Preamble

· “Widespread use of ICT in global trade and commerce activities should be promoted for greater access of developing countries into the world markets.” (After point 11)
B. Common Vision

· “The global IPR regime should also recognize the special needs of Developing countries The developing countries should themselves be aware in safeguarding their diversified indigenous cultural and linguistic contents.” (at the end of point 21)
2) Access to Information and Knowledge

· “Developing countries should have greater access to global market and trade information for the through international trade information networks and trade portals.”
3) The role of governments, the Business sector and civil society in the promotion of     

     ICTs for development
· “Developing countries will need more international support for enhanced market access for their ICT products and services, help in product development and research, and increased investment by global ICT companies from developed countries.” (After point 43)
· “Both proprietary and open source software and applications should be taken into consideration for greater flexibility and minimising cost. To create a favourable market atmosphere for private sector investment we need to ensure the development of suitable market incentives. Special emphasis should be put in creating a beneficial environment for SMEs to operate in the networked economy which will be of particular importance for faster economic development of all countries in the world.” (After point 44)
4) Capacity Building
· “To bridge the ‘Digital Divide’ specific attention should be given to ICT Education & Training for the youth. ICT enabled education and educational courses on ICTs for the youth- both are of equal and increasing importance for capacity building and human development measures in the global south.
7) ICT Applications
· “ and particularly facilitating the young entrepreneurs with seed funding and business advisory support, so that they can reap the tremendous benefits that can be achieved from ICT for development.” (at the end of point 64)
