C2EA

Campaign to End AIDS 101

What is the Campaign to End AIDS?

The Campaign to End AIDS (C2EA) is a nationwide grassroots coalition of people living with HIV/AIDS and the organizations and individuals who support us as we organize and mobilize to end the AIDS pandemic. 

Who is the Campaign to End AIDS?

C2EA was initiated by local and national AIDS groups who sponsor AIDSvote.org, a voter education and mobilization project. More than 120 individuals and representatives from national and local community and faith organizations came to Washington in January 2005 for a two-day summit to kick off C2EA. Anyone who wants to participate is welcome to join C2EA by signing up at www.aidsmarch.org; all who sign up are encouraged to join one or more of the C2EA workgroups.

C2EA seeks to recruit AIDS activists, health advocates and people of color to lead efforts to encourage the participation of those working in faith-based, labor, lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender, women’s rights, youth, peace & justice, disability rights, antiwar, antiracist and human rights communities to build power.

C2EA has a full-time National Coordinator who will coordinate the work of the Campaign’s steering committee and its workgroups. National and local organizations as well as individuals who support the work of C2EA will be asked to provide funds and services to help us as we mobilize for an end to AIDS.

Why was the Campaign to End AIDS formed?

C2EA will organize, mobilize and revitalize the AIDS movement in the U.S. Our demands of the U.S. government include increased funding for AIDS research, prevention, housing, care and treatment and increased support of  prevention based in science rather than politics or ideology. 

What Will the Campaign to End AIDS Do?

The C2EA is an ongoing effort that will continue until our government responds to our demands. We will organize a variety of activities and events in local communities around the nation, in state capitols and in Washington, D.C. We have three national efforts planned already:

1.
AIDSWatch May 2-5, 2005 in Washington, DC: An annual event sponsored by the National Association of People with AIDS (NAPWA-US), activists from all over the nation come to Washington for a day of training in successful lobbying prior to making two days of visits with elected representatives in their Capitol Hill offices. This year’s event will be bigger than ever, featuring a half-day C2EA training as well as “Walk a Mile in Our Shoes,” a demonstration where AIDSWatch visitors will bring shoes belonging to people living with HIV and deliver them to government officials. Visit www.napwa.org/AIDSWatch or call 1-866-243-7282.

2.
Summer of Organizing and Training: Community activities to mobilize, train and build skills will happen in many places. For example, more than 150 youth leaders from around the nation will hold a summit to build skills in campaign organizing, outreach, media, fundraising and learn more about HIV in order for C2EA.

3.
Caravans to DC Arriving October 8, 2005 in Washington: Caravans (vans, buses, cars, train, on foot) will leave from state capitols or cities from around the country to arrive in Washington, DC on October 8 for four days of action. Activities will include mass marches, public demonstrations, lobby visits, education and training and prayer breakfasts. Local C2EA efforts around the nation are organizing caravans, doing fundraising, organizing, media and logistics to prepare to get to DC on October 8.

And that’s only how we kick off C2EA! C2EA is an ongoing effort, since we are working to END AIDS, and we will not let up until we see results. The C2EA offers an unprecedented opportunity for AIDS activists from around the country to join together to mobilize and build power. No doubt we will continue to need to work together in the months and years ahead as we demand that our government take dramatic steps to provide funding and behave responsibly to end AIDS and address the suffering caused by it.

How Do I Join the Campaign to End AIDS?

Please visit www.aidsmarch.org to sign up and learn more. We need you to join C2EA to end AIDS. Thank you.

