








New York, 02/20/2005

Youth and the UN ICT Task Force
Involving youth visibly in the next UN ICT Task force meeting to be held from 13 to 15 April 2005 in Dublin
Proposal for a break-out session for youth: National youth delegates discussing ICT for education with a senior expert
I. Preamble
“Working in isolation is not effective; youth need to learn from the most successful social movements from our time and be clear about the need to systematically increase our participation.” (Jose Galindo, youth representative Ecuador)
The movements and agreements throughout the 2nd consultative youth meeting requested by the General Assembly in paragraph 14 of its resolution 58/133a and held from 13 to 17 of February 2005 at UNHQ, have identified the major tasks ahead for youth and all organizations and international bodies concerned with youth issues. The perhaps most important one will be to increase youth participation in all areas of the development agenda where youth have to be considered not only as target group for efforts underway but also as commendable contributors to discussion and policy formulation. 
When it comes to the area of ICT and youth, young people have to be addressed from two perspectives: first as earliest adopters of ICT, and second as a group which is nevertheless barely involved in ICT policy formulation. Thus, the 2nd consultative youth meeting has identified the need for “truly involving youth as contributors to ICT policy initiatives and programmes at different levels. The existing international bodies, such as the UN ICT Task force and the organizing committees of international ICT events should be encouraged to involve youth more visibly in their family.”
 

II. Break-out session

There are events which could provide the opportunities for turning these recommendations into reality at the upcoming UN ICT Task force meeting to be held from 13 to 15 April in Dublin.

Youth could be meaningfully involved on two levels of the meeting: in the Global Forum and – as it is suggested in this paper – in a break-out session for youth represented according to their geographic distribution in the world. In order to identify and assign appropriate youth delegates who could serve as multiplicators on the area of “ICT for Education” in their national environments, national youth delegates should be included among youth representatives from the grassroots and NGO-level. A wide range of backgrounds of youth participants could guarantee fruitful discussion of the issues that arose with ICT for education to an extent appropriate to their respective socio-economical contexts. Such a break-out session would meet the urgent need for “truly involving youth” in the global discussion on ICT. This would be beneficial to social development and could give occasion for sustainable intergenerational dialogue, allowing young people to benefit from proved and placed knowledge but also to include their voices meaningfully in the overall discussion.

III. List of possible participants:

Titi Akinsamni
WSIS Youth Caucus Facilitator

Karsten Sprenger/ Erik Thijs Wedershoven
National youth delegates for the Netherlands 

Renata Florentino de Faria Santos
Communidad Latinoamericana de Juventud Interagir, Brazil

Emily Freeburg
New York, NGO Committee on Youth

Richard Bartlett
UN Youth and Student Association, UK

Dabesaki Mac-Ikemenjima
Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS, Nigeria

Robert Sagun
WSIS Youth Caucus

Bonnie Bracey


Senior Expert (ICT for Education)

Julia Fauth as Moderator
German Scholarship Foundation
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