DRAFT CONCEPT PAPER

CONSOLIDATING THE YOUTH AGENDA BEFORE AND DURING THE UN-HABITAT’s 20TH GOVERNING COUNCIL SESSION,

4-8 APRIL 2005 , NAIROBI, KENYA

Introduction:

UN-HABITAT will hold its twentieth Governing Council Session from 4 to 8 April 2005 at its headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. The participation of youth is imperative in this process that will discuss the involvement of civil society in improving local governance amongst other key issues. Young people’s participation is also important given that today, more than 1 billion people are between 15 and 24 years of age and nearly 40 per cent of the world's population is below the age of 20. 85 per cent of these young people live in developing countries where many are especially vulnerable to extreme poverty
. The combination of poverty, unemployment, environmental and health problems, often exacerbated by violent conflicts, is placing increasing numbers of young people in cities at risk. 

Young people who attended the Global Youth Congress (GYC) held during the Second World Urban Forum(WUF) in Barcelona Spain , recommended that youth sessions should be held prior to Governing Council Sessions and future WUFs. The Global Youth Congress was built on networking and aimed at achieving partnerships and concrete actions that guide the engagement of youth in the work of UN-HABITAT. Some of the highlights of the congress included the launching of the Global Partnership Initiative on Urban Youth Development in Africa and young people further discussed UN-HABITAT and Youth Strategy for Youth Engagement
. It is in line with the above that a youth session has been suggested, ahead of the up-coming GC.

Activities will begin with on-line sessions and culminate in a pre-GC youth session.

Objectives

1. To create a forum for engagement for youth who will not be able to attend the GC-20

2. To consolidate the youth agenda to the session

3. To encourage the participation of youth at the GC-20 session

4. To contribute to the finalization process of outlining working modalities for the youth advisory mechanism

5. To renew and strengthen youth involvement with the activities of the Garden of Remembrance

6. Up-date youth on progress made with regard to UN-HABITAT’s on-going work

Activities

1. On-line discussions

On-line discussions have been proposed on the Taking IT Global web-page http://groups.takingitglobal.org/UNHABITATyouthstrategy.  Nominations for a committee to help advise UN-HABITAT’s Executive Director on the formation of a youth consultative mechanism
 and consolidating the youth agenda to GC-20 will from part of the agenda. This is a proposal currently being advanced by youth from around the Globe on the Taking IT Global Web-page

2. Round table dialogues

These will take place a day prior to the main GC session. proposals received so far include

· Consensus on working modalities for the youth consultative mechanism

· Drawing  strategies for youth engagement in the Global Partnership for Urban Youth in Africa

· Consensus on the youth resolution and or/ statement to be tabled at the main GC- 20 session

3. Peace-pole revitalisation ceremony

The Peace Pole is a six sided wooden pole, with the message, “ May Peace Prevail On Earth,” in six United Nations languages. On 4 February 2000, after the Nairobi and Dar Es Salaam bomb Blast, young people in Kenya led the inauguration ceremony of a Peace Pole at the Garden of Remembrance located at the United nations Complex, Nairobi, Kenya. Youth brought together ,the City Council of Nairobi, staff of both United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), UN- HABITAT, victims of the bomb attacks, civil society organizations and their peers. The garden of remembrance is dedicated all those who suffered loss. Since its inauguration, it has been a site for the raising of consciousness and call for peace. This is a proposal currently being advanced by Kenya National Council of Youth for Habitat

Expected outputs:

· Revitalized peace pole.

· Working modalities for the youth consultative mechanism

· Outlined strategies for youth engagement in GC-20

� United Nation, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, World Youth Report 2003


� The strategy was a response to the Governing Council resolution GC 19/13. Also see attached progress report and GC resolution 19/13


� This is part of the reccommendations given by youth discussing UN-HABITAT and Youth: Strategy for Youth Engagement


� To begin with on-line discussions 


� Several cities have already indicated their interest and commitment in the process. The Global Partnership Initiative was launched in Barcelona Spain, 13-17 September. See attached concept paper





