Week Two Discussions Summary
Week two discussions started on a quite slow note, until about the middle of the week when more people begun to make contributions. Yet still, we still recognise that more and more views and opinions must come in as an imperative to achieving the aims and objectives of the e-consultation.

During the week in review, Sayida finally released the documents necessary for this e-consultation, including: 

· Concept paper for the Youth Session during the GC 

· GPI concept paper  

· The Youth strategy report
· The GC resolution 19/13

The concept paper clearly outlines the following objectives: 

1. To create a forum for engagement for youth who will not be able to attend the GC-20

2. To consolidate the youth agenda to the session

3. To encourage the participation of youth at the GC-20 session

4. To contribute to the finalization process of outlining working 

5. modalities for the youth advisory mechanism

6. To renew and strengthen youth involvement with the activities of the Garden of Remembrance

7. Up-date youth on progress made with regard to UN-HABITAT’s on-going work

Sayida further noted that the workload for this discussion group lies in the first three objective points. The candidates for the interim youth advisory mechanism will work on point 4 while point 5 is advanced by the Kenya National Council for Youth for Habitat. Point 6 will take place by us through setting the agenda for the GC, all of us will identify progress of youth involvement in UN-Habitat’s ongoing work while I believe UN-Habitat will also give us some insight on the progress made. 
The issue of youth participation, which was earlier highlighted by Sunday came up in Sayida’s mail also. Sayida therefore asked to know about all the youth who intend to participate in the GC20 and also to know about their agenda. 

Sayida concluded by inviting everybody to share their ideas for the youth agenda for the GC-20 session by focusing on the involvement of youth/civil society in improving local governance as this is one of the agenda points for the GC? 

· Is youth in your city or region involved in local governance?  

· How is youth involvement currently improving local governance within your city or region? What strategies are applied? What are the best practices and what are the obstacles? 
· What are your recommendations to the GC on improving local governance through youth/civil society involvement?

Next, Delaney Greig of Students Against Global Aids, World University Service of Canada pulled through with some useful information in response to Sayida’s questions. 

In response to Sayida’s question “Is youth in your city or region involved in local governance?” Greig said that in larger cities (ie Toronto) youth advisory councils are quite common. He said that in his home town, on the other hand, a local youth council has only recently been set up to address youth related issues in the community however they have yet to see whether its opinions will be taken seriously. He said there are also many youth organizations in the region advocating for policy and lobbying government for issues they feel strongly about however they are less formal. 
On the questions “How is youth involvement currently improving local governance within your city or region? What strategies are applied? What are the best practices and what are the obstacles?” Greig said the official youth council has been provided with a budget and mandate to develop and implement recreational and skills training activities for young people as a way to address vandalism, crime and poor images of youth in the community. Thus far they have initiated several interesting programs. What is concerning though is that the youth that form this council have all been successful in school and society therefore they may be out of touch with the needs of those they are trying to target (ie highschool dropouts, youth from abusive households, those addicted to drugs and alcohol). He said in the city where he attends school there are also many highly effective informal youth organizations involved in lobbying the municipal government to prevent cuts in funding for low-income housing and protect natural areas and in providing services like meals for youth who cannot afford food.  While not part of formal government structure, these groups are important youth actors in the community. 

On the question “What are your recommendations to the GC on improving local governance through youth/civil society involvement?” Greig said that it is imperative that governments seek out and support existing grassroots youth initiatives. Such groups represent social and human capital that can be mobilized to have a huge impact. By providing resources, support and respect to these groups, governments can help them to enlarge and enhance their activities to affect a wider population. What’s more their activities arise out of a need in the wider population therefore by supporting them the government can be ensured its resources are being used effectively. In addition civil society and youth organizations usually work in a more welcoming, informal, accepting environment. Youth “at risk” who feel intimidated by or do not trust formal authorities will likely be more receptive of the involvement of these organizations. A recommendation here is a partnership between government structures and youth organizations and councils with sufficient autonomy and power that the youth groups may establish their own priorities and structures reflecting the needs they define. This is a significant risk which many officials may not want to take, but given the knowledge and accomplishments of youth to date, it should prove to be a worthwhile investment. 

Finally, on the question “what other emergent issues would you be reflected in the youth agenda of the GC-20?” Greig said that as is evident in the comments above that empowerment of existing grassroots youth organizations is an important component of effective youth mobilization. There are thousands of youth organizations already existing with knowledge, motivation and skills who are providing amazing services with minimal resources. It needs to be a priority of the youth agenda to identify and engage with these groups as much, if not more than, the larger youth organizations because it is much harder for them to find a voice and a role.

Thomas came in next with a reminder to those who intend to attend the GC. He said that, from his own experience, not too much happen on you while at the GC, and yet all youth prospective attendants must gain accreditation. 

Thomas continued by making some comments on local governance. He said that the most pertinent problem at the moment is the lack of “sybiotism” between youth councils set up by local governments and those of UN bodies. Using Nairobi as a case study, he said that the local government has a youth council but so do nearly 15 other NGOs excluding UN-HABITAT all with the same urban-development ideals. The lack of communication means that even though we have the manpower a lot less that could be done actually is! He suggested that the youth focus should be to work with already existing groups and form action networks for better exploitation of resources. 
On the question of advantages of youth involvement, Thomas said that in most developing urban populations up to 60% of the population may be under the age of 25 (due to high mortality rates). With employment shortages and virtually no social security that means that we have a lot of young people with no job, no money and a lot of time and that provide the usual quandaries (higher crime rates, drug abuse etc). He said when these young people are given a positive outlet for their ideas and energy (clean-up campaigns, peer-to-peer education, housing projects) then not only do we have more people living productive lives but the "social evils" synonymous with poverty-stricken, urban environments are drastically reduced as well. 
Thomas finally suggested that the inter-relationship of global issues be more strongly reflected in the youth agenda for the GC-20. Having youth in local governance needs to be tied to the other youth priorities (sustainable development, peace and security etc) and how these priorities can be aided by involving young people in the decision making. 
Sayida came in later to remind the group of the pending deadline for the nominations to the Youth Committee.

Earlier, Sunday had also expressed his concern about the low level of contributions from group members, same as Emmanuel, who also made comments on the formation of the Youth Committee. They called on all to take active part in this useful e-consultation that would help transform the work of youth within the Habitat agenda. 
Thanks for reading. 
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