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Please respond in a narrative form to the questions listed below concerning your organization’s involvement in regional/sub-regional activities related to sustainable development, as well as their impact: 

· What are the main objectives of your institution, activities and partners involved in the area of sustainable development and what is the impact of these activities? 

· How does the process of decision-making and consultation work in terms of engaging your institution in developing as well as implementing sustainable development activities at the national/sub-regional level?

· What is the nature and extent of your organization’s networking activities in the area of sustainable development?

· What are the actual links of your sustainable development activities to goals, targets and commitments in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation and/or to other regional/sub-regional processes?

· Which factors have contributed to successes and/or which have raised difficulties and challenges in the implementation of sustainable development activities?

· What follow-up plans or visions, in the area of sustainable development, would your organization like to promote for the region/sub-region?

Background

The 1992 United Nations Conference on environment and development (UNCED) held in Rio de Janeiro and Agenda 21 adopted there, recognized the pressing environment and development problems of today and also aimed at preparing the world for attaining the long term goals of sustainable development. Since UNCED, extensive efforts have been made by Governments and international organizations to integrate environmental, economic and social objectives into decision-making by elaborating policies and strategies for sustainable development or by adapting existing policies and plans.  More than one hundred and fifty countries have responded to the commitments established at the conference through national-level commissions or coordinating mechanisms designed to develop an integrated approach to sustainable development.

The 1997 Special Session of the General Assembly reaffirmed the fundamental role of Agenda 21 as a basis for achieving sustainable development, and stressed that achieving sustainable development objectives requires the integration of its economic, environmental, institutional and social components, which are seen as interdependent and mutually reinforcing. In addition, achieving sustainable development cannot be carried out without greater integration at all policy-making levels and at operational levels, including their lowest administrative levels possible and the NGO community.

The World Summit for sustainable development, held in Johannesburg in September 2002, universally reaffirmed the commitment to the full implementation of Agenda 21 and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). It was emphasized that most implementation will take place at the local, national and regional levels, with Governments bearing the primary responsibility.  The Summit called on all countries to take immediate steps to formulate national strategies for sustainable development, and to begin implementation efforts by 2005.  It also recommended that Governments immediately enact and enforce “clear and effective” laws that support sustainable development’ develop and strengthen the necessary infrastructure and promote public participation in implementation.

