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"The Global Youth Action Network harnesses the energy of young people and provides them tools and resources for change. Its work is critically important." 

Dr Jane Goodall, GYAN Advisor
Founder of the Jane Goodall Institute and Roots and Shoots

Global Youth Action Network
 

   New York – Sao Paulo – Durban – Beirut – Manila – Paris
The Global Youth Action Network (GYAN) is a growing collaboration among youth and youth organizations that are committed to uniting their efforts to improve our world.  With hundreds of organizational members and thousands of active partnerships in almost 200 countries and territories, the Network is working to promote greater collaboration among organizations, to improve youth civic engagement and participation in decision-making, and to provide support and recognition to young people who take positive action to improve their communities. GYAN and TakingITGlobal have partnered to create the most dynamic and resourceful community on the Internet of young social leaders and youth organizations.
Key Statistics:

WEB SITES:
www.youthlink.org (Corporate Web Site) 

 www.takingitglobal.org in partnership with TakingITGlobal: The place to get inspired, informed and involved! Over 60,000 members and more than 1,500,000+ hits a day!
FOUNDED: 
July, 1999 (after 3 years of concept development)

LEGAL STATUS:
 Registered in 2001 as 501(c)3 not for profit corporation in the State of New York, USA
MEMBERSHIP: 
 400+ organizations; join at www.takingitglobal.org/joingyan 
OUTREACH: 
 Thousands of youth organizations in almost 200 countries

OFFICES: 
New York Headquarters, Regional Offices in Sao Paulo - Brazil, Durban - South Africa, Beirut - Lebanon, Manila - Philippines and Paris - France
Key Accomplishments:

      V O I C E
· Helped ensure the largest participation of official youth delegates to the United Nations General Assembly in 2000 and continuing to play an active role in facilitating youth participation in UN processes, such as the Commission on Sustainable Development and the Annual NGO-DPI Conference
· Supported the development of National Youth Agendas in dozens of countries
· Helped to establish Youth Advisory Councils for CONGO (Committee of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations), the United Nations Population Fund and assisted the World Bank with youth consultations
· Worked with governments to ensure strong youth participation in policy-formation in Brazil, Jordan and Ghana
· Worked with NextNext Entertainment on developing a strategy for Chat the Planet TV, which links youth from 2 countries for conversation and action, including the launch of Chat Hubs in conflict zones to build understanding.
      A C T I O N
· Launched and coordinated Global Youth Service Day in partnership with Youth Service America. It is the world’s largest celebration of young volunteers, with more than 1 million participants in 150 countries outside the USA
· Published a Global Youth Action Guide in collaboration with the United Nations Focal Point on Youth 
      R E C O G N I T I O N 
· Distributed $30,000+ in Global Youth In Action Awards to youth-led projects that improved local communities
· Featured amazing youth leaders and award winners on web site
· Worked to highlight positive youth contributions by providing the media (Channel Thirteen/PBS, Good Morning America, Inside Edition, Time for Kids, Stone Soup and others) with inspiring stories for broad dissemination
      R E S O U R C E S   &   C O M M U N I T Y

· Helped to create, in partnership with TakingITGlobal, the most popular clearinghouse of information and resources for youth on the net, listing organizations, events and much more
· Worked with grant-makers such as Artemisia Foundation and Youth Service America, AOL Time Warner and the United Nations Foundation to distribute hundreds of thousands of dollars to youth organizations working on issues like volunteerism, economic development and entrepreneurship initiatives that create further opportunities for youth
      C O L L A B O R A T I O N

· Organized meetings on collaboration with like-minded organizations, including the World Social Forum, EarthAction, and Instituto Cidadania
· Networked internationally to develop “local circles” and engage local communities (in more than 10 cities worldwide) 

· Connected hundreds of youth organizations to each other to support greater collaboration among them
Stay informed on youth movement! Auto-subscribe to YouthLinkExpress: getnews@youthlink.org 

gyan@youthlink.org 

   www.youthlink.org
211 East 43rd Street, Suite 905; New York, NY 10017 USA //  tel. +1-212-661-6111  //  fax. +1-212-661-1933
Youth-Adult Advisory Board of the Global Youth Action Network
Hafsat Abiola

Kudirat Institute for Nigerian Democracy

Dacil Acevedo Riquelme

Argentinean Center for International Cooperation and Development (CACID)

Mohammed Al-Ghanim

SCOON

Virginia Benderly

Philanthropist

Michael Butler

HAIR, The Musical

Peter Copen

Internat’l Education & Resource Network

Jennifer Corriero

TakingITGlobal

Jason Dorsey

Golden Ladder Productions

Joseph Eger

Symphony for United Nations

David Field
Writer and Film Producer

Robert Gass
Rockwood Art of Leadership

Dr. Jane Goodall

Roots & Shoots / J.G. Institute

Guy Grand

New Family Productions

Dr. Jonathan Granoff

Global Security Institute

Lan Anh Ha Thi

Young Journalists Group

Hazel Henderson
Independent Futurist

Rebecca Huntsman
Consultant

Mirsad (Miki) Jacevic

LEAD/ Women Waging Peace

Sheku Kamara

Peace Child Sierra Leone

Kerry Kennedy Cuomo

Speak Truth to Power

Fabian Koss

Inter-American Dev. Bank

Leonard Kurz
Forest Creatures Entertainment

Ray Mason

Citizens Communications

Avon Mattison

Pathways to Peace

Laurie Meadoff
NextNext Entertainment

Nina Lynn Meyerhof, Ed.D.

Children of the Earth
James Moody

Natural Resource Intelligence

Frank T. Mukama

Rwanda Youth Parliament

Dr. Robert Muller

University for Peace

Dr. Wally N'Dow

U.N. Development Program

Dumisani Nyoni

Youth Employment Summit

Barbara Oates

Vancouver Foundation

Zeynep Ozbil
World Bank

Nadia Roumani

Initiative for Policy Dialogue

Levana Saxon

Indigenous & Non-Ind. Youth Alliance

Gregory Smith
International Youth Advocates

Stephen Sobhani

United Nations Foundation

Gerald Tan Chuang Win

TeenWorld On-line, Malaysia

Joop Theunissen

United Nations Youth Unit

Dr. Roben Torosyan

The New School

Lynne Twist

The Pachamama Alliance

Barbara Valocore

Lifebridge Foundation

William Upski Wimsatt

Active Element Foundation

Messages in Support:

"The Global Youth Action Network has been an important partner for Youth Service America, helping to expand our National Youth Service Day program internationally.  With their help, Global Youth Service Day has now become, in the 2 years of this partnership, the world's largest celebration of youth volunteers.  I am constantly impressed with their ability to mobilize young people and coalesce the energy of youth organizations throughout the world." 

Michael McCabe, former Vice President of Programs

Youth Service America
 

Volunteers are some of our most valued partners, and Global Youth Service Day celebrates the efforts of the youngest of them. These young people are not only the leaders of tomorrow; they can play a leading role in the development of their communities today. Let us hope that their good works today blossom into lifelong commitments that will benefit all the world's people.

Kofi Annan, Secretary-General

United Nations

“My team members and I would like to profusely thank GYAN for recognizing this small step towards the eradication of [illiteracy].  It's easy to pen down plans on paper, but difficult to put them into action. For all the difficulties faced by us we have been rewarded in a beautiful way which will inspire many youngsters around the world to strive towards making our world a better place to live in!”

Ram Gopalakrishnan, age 16, India

Global Youth In Action Award Winner
"The Global Youth Action Network continues to be a key partner of the Inter-American Development Bank's Youth Development & Outreach Program.  The GYAN plays a major role in assisting the Bank in engaging youth leaders as agents for development in Latin America and the Caribbean.  By facilitating communication among youth both at the national and global level, the GYAN is playing a key role on both policy and programming throughout Latin America and the Caribbean."  

Fabian Koss, Youth Program Coordinator, 

Inter-American Development Bank
 

"The importance of the voice of youth in building a new and sustainable world can no longer be ignored.  We are now in a time of unprecedented crisis and the energy and vision they bring is crucial for the future of all of us.  We must help nourish and include youth in the global efforts toward world peace and justice. GYAN is a shining example of what can be accomplished by young people dedicating their lives to the causes of peace and universal justice." 

Barbara Valocore, President

Lifebridge Foundation
 

"I never expected to receive this award!  It seemed so natural to want to help my friends.  Now I feel I must go on.  Rewards are there to encourage growth and action." 

Anna Kirey, age 20, Latvia

Global Youth In Action Award Winner

GYAN Appreciates the Generous Support from:

FOUNDATIONS 

The Lifebridge Foundation

Higher Ground for Humanity

Rose & Sherle Wagner Foundation

Artemisia Foundation

New Earth Foundation 

L.A. Jonas Foundation  
Shei’rah Foundation
Rockefeller Brothers Fund
Kurz Family Foundation
Copen Family Fund

PARTNERS
TakingITGlobal

UNESCO - InfoYouth Network

Youth Service America

Youth In Action

NextNext Entertainment 

Youth Employment Summit  

Harvard Grad. School of Education

Mayor’s Office of Sao Paulo

Instituto Cidadania

CORPORATE DONORS
Natural Immunogenics Corp.  

IN-KIND DONORS
MaMaMedia, Inc.

Google, Inc.

Palos Verdes Development
