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Speaking up for 2015

~ Orientation ~

1. Overview:

The year 2015, known as the Millennium Year, was unanimously approved in the 2000 Millennium Declaration by Heads of State and Government around the world as a targeted time to achieve 8 Millennium Development Goals, and at the same time, to put an end to extreme poverty across the planet.

The year 2015 is also our group’s strategic theme to raise our voices, as responsible young people of the Asia Pacific region in the Regional Millennium Campaign. Only ten more years ahead for this world to accomplish its pledge and we acknowledge our responsibilities to “Speak up for 2015”!   

Supporting the partnership between TakingITGlobal, the Global Action Youth Network and the United Nations Millennium Campaign, Suf2015 group, whose members, collaborators scatter over many Asia Pacific countries, is making crucial contributions to the building of the TIG’s Monthly Theme on MDGs, the UN Cyberschoolbus website and to many other activities involving more proactive youth in the Asia Pacific Millennium Campaign.   

2. Clarification:
a) Suf2015’s campaign:

People often go through 3As Millennium Campaign (Awareness – Advocacy – Action) and Suf2015’s activities are fundamentally set at the first stage, the Awareness Campaign as to raise awareness about the 8 MDGs among young people in the region by writing articles, conducting interviews, making presentations, distributing materials... 

Besides, we will go further to the next stages, the Advocacy Campaign (lobbying governments, organizations... to commit to the comprehension of the MDGs) and the Action Campaign (“Real” actions, “Real” projects in local communities, contributing to the achievement of the MDGs) when we have feasible ideas. 

On these 2 stages, it would be best if we can have joint actions in as many countries as possible; however, the efficiency and the outcomes of these actions, certainly, do not depend on the quantity but the quality. Moreover, different countries have different political, social and cultural backgrounds. We will discuss if a specific project can be implemented in our community, our country or not. 

b) Funding:
If anyone expected to be paid, I am sorry to say there would be no fund for us at all. Suf2015 serves as a networking group and we are not working for financial profit. I understand how hard your work is going to be (because I myself have been facing it) but do explore the volunteer will inside you and think of other less advantaged people out there, you will be more motivated. When there is a project needs funding, let’s try to seek for sponsorship and I am always willing to write recommendation letter for you. I am sure that a carefully-prepared proposal of a feasible plan and your excellent potential will “win sponsors’ heart”. 

By the way, thanks Davina for your inspiring message: “I don’t know what your destiny will be, but one thing I know: the only ones among you who will be truly happy are those who will have sought and found how to serve” (Albert Schweitzer 1875 – 1965)

c) Focal points:
As I told you before, each MC Regional Youth Editor is responsible for recruiting a team of Regional Youth Writers but the team itself is not expected to have a hierarchical structure. I would say, our Suf2015 group adopts most of those guidelines, which means everybody is equal at work. 

However, at the same time, we see a fact that we cannot work alone and the foundation of the Millennium Campaign primarily starts from local level/national level, there should be some motivated and committed youths in each country acting as catalysts for changes. Then it is you who should be not only fully aware of your tough and challenging responsibilities in promoting Suf2015’s network but also understand why we need some focal points, thus, to actively support his/her work.

After reading your applications and considering your possible time devoting for Suf2015, I would like to recommend these following individuals to be Suf2015’s focal points (in 6/7 Priority Campaign countries in Asia Pacific indicated by the UN): 

Bangladesh: Maqsood

India: Ranjan

Indonesia: Renzy

Nepal: Manish
Pakistan: Amin (though you are from Afghanistan!)

Philippines: Ethel 

Hope you are all ok with that! And these people are in charge of building up a real network in those countries. Remember, this duty also goes to all of us as well and other members in other countries play a no less important role in our group!

3. Project Outline:

Suf2015 will be part of these following MDG projects:

a. Promoting the MDG Youth Campaign Kit: 

An MDG Youth Campaign Kit has been created by TakingITGlobal, the Global Youth Action Network and the UN Millennium Campaign to help young people get involved in the Millennium Campaign. The Kit will explain the Goals and why they are important, and provide a framework for youth to determine what they want to take action about and tips on how to go about it. The Toolkit will link to a range of web-tools on the TakingITGlobal website which will help young people submit their projects.

A total of 2,000 kits (English, Spanish and French) include:

· MDG Youth Action Guide (I already sent you its draft copies)

· Brochures

· Stickers

· Bookmarks

· Postcards

The guides and brochures will be customized for North and South countries:

South - Focus on MDGs 1-7

North - Focus on MDG 8

The Kit will be distributed through Millennium Campaign partners in the 30 priority countries, as well as to GYAN and TIG partners, and youth organizations and events (with emphasis upon MDG Campaign Priority Countries). The materials from the MDG Campaign Kit will also be available online in a downloadable format.

The Campaign kits are almost ready for distribution now but 2000 copies are definitely not enough. One more important thing is that how its message can reach the majority of youth who cannot read “foreign languages”. Then some countries can start a project on MDG Action Guide translation. (We need financial support for printing) 

b. Monthly Theme on MDGs

TakingITGlobal will create a Monthly Theme on the subject of the MDGs in April and May 2005.  There will be a spotlight on the TakingITGlobal homepage, leading to an attractive multimedia "theme page" presenting the key MDG issues and opportunities to take action. The Theme will also include an issue of the Panorama online magazine focused on MDG issues, an art/photo contest in the Global Gallery on the subject and a writing contest among others.

Some articles will be selected for the UN Cyberschoolbus website... Please find the information about this in the next document. Franziska already prepared some guidelines for MDG articles for us.

c. Best practices and policy recommendations
The Global Youth Action Network will compile a series of best practices and policy recommendations from young people campaigning for the MDGs.

d. Discussion Board

A discussion board will provide a space for young people to discuss issues and perspectives related to the Millennium Development Goals, and exchanging ideas on how they can be realized.  It will be listed on TIG's official discussion board area as a featured discussion during the months of April and May of 2004. The discussion board has already been set up and is accessible via: http://discuss.takingitglobalorg/mdg 

4. What we do:

· Writing:

· Develop content on MDGs through conducting interviews, writing articles, taking pictures...

· Research existing activities, programs and efforts on MDGs and ensure that stories are written and posted on TIG website.

· Encourage articles written by young people that can be published/broadcasted in local, regional and/or national media, facilitate the publication of those articles

· Translate selected articles written in a local language into English.

· Advocacy/Campaigning:

· Raise awareness of MDGs by giving presentations in schools, at conferences and events.

· Organize Open Forums to engage local youth in discussion on how to achieve the MDGs.

· Attend meetings and consultations with organizations engaged in the Millennium Campaign and encourage other youth (individuals and organizations) to become involved in national campaigns or to develop their own local campaigns.

· Initiate and campaign for art competitions, quizzes etc. in local/national newspapers for youth.

· MDG Project Input and Assistance:

· Contribute to the creation of a monthly theme on MDGs which will be launched on the TIG website.

· Translate the MDG Action Guide into local languages.

· Join and open discussions around the MDGs on the TIG website.

· Collect regional, national event dates and feed them into TIG’s event database
5. Tentative working strategy: 
(Members in each country should discuss their specific plan together and arrange work)

March:

· Collect info, knowledge about MDGs and the MC/GCAP context in each country.

· List some potential youth organizations and start engaging them in the MC. 

· Reach some key MC and GCAP contacts to suggest cooperation.

· Promote Suf2015 and involve more young writers.

· Help with preparation for ASEAN Youth Regional Open Forum on MDGs in Singapore (to-be-confirmed)

· Submit first article(s) (Pls send me the idea of what you are going to write first) (27th)
· Research regional and national events (ongoing).

· Give feedback of how to improve our activities (30th)

April:

· Promote Suf2015 and the first TIG’s Monthly Theme on MDGs among friends.

· Select some articles posted by Suf2015’s members and translate them into local language.

· Support TIG by promoting Global Gallery, Art Contest and writing contest (ongoing)

· ASEAN Youth Regional Open Forum on MDGs in Singapore (to-be-confirmed).

· Presentations (?)

· Assign one member based in Thailand to attend the GCAP Regional Strategy Meeting (5th – 6th April) and write a report (still finding).

· Start translating the MDG Action Guide, look for funding for printing.

· Research regional and national events (ongoing).

· Join with TIG discussion board.

· Actively write and translate articles. Submit articles (15th).

· Give feedback of how to improve our activities (30th)   

May:

· Promote Suf2015 and the second TIG’s Monthly Theme on MDGs among friends.

· Participate in MDG live chat.

· Email Campaign for GCAP coalition forming in those countries have not had (?) 
· Research regional and national events (ongoing).

· Join with TIG discussion board.

· Actively write and translate articles. Submit articles (15th).

· Give feedback of how to improve our activities (30th)   

Let me outline some ideas about Suf2015 Vietnam’s activities here (preferably within March):

- First meeting for Suf2015’s members in Hanoi -> arrange work + do some trainings before working with several youth organizations such as Youth Volunteer Club, May Club...  (to-be-confirmed)

- Second meeting for members in Ho Chi Minh city (to-be-confirmed). 

- Meeting with ActionAid VN (22nd), join with their GCAP initiative (with a coalition of some CSOs and INGOs in Vietnam).

- Wait for feedback from UN Communications Officer Vietnam about the MDG TV show’s launching.
- Prepare an article promoting TIG on Hoa Hoc Tro, one of the most famous youth newspapers in VN.

- Interview Tuyet Mai whose “Journey towards a Better Future” along 23 provinces of Vietnam (13 of which have the lowest MDG index ranking) was very successful.  

- Interview Phuong Ngoc, Phuong Thao – 2 winners of the “For a Better Tomorrow” Music Contest (Foreign Trade University of Hanoi). 

- Submit proposal of “A Gift for Mr. President” contest to UN Resident Office Vietnam (the idea is to encourage youth to prepare some meaningful “gifts” for President Tran Duc Luong to bring along to the UN Millennium +5 Summit this September)

- Contact World Bank VN.
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