Hello everyone,

We’re sorry to bring you this summary quite late. Hope that you could still make good use of it. 

Within the last two weeks (weeks 3 & 4) of our discussions, we still recorded a low level of contributions and inputs from members of this discussion list. As we enter the last week of our discussions next week, I urge everyone, especially those who have never shared their views, to come out and be heard in the last minute.

Our first message within the period in discussion came from Kakenya Ntaiya, “a strong believer in youth empowerment”. Ntaiya thanked all the members of this forum for their involvement and participation in the on-line discussion.  With this proliferation and exchange of great ideas, she wondered of what great help it would be to the vulnerable youth who can not come on-line with us, who do not have computers, who are uneducated, who will not have a chance to attend a youth conference etc. Ntaiya asked “How can we have fair representation in youth discussions?  

Next we had Dr.Suraj Bossoondyal, Secretary of the Council of Student and Youth Movement - Mauritius. He asked about what happen to the draft version of the UN habitat Youth Strategy. His main point, however was about the age limit mentioned which is up to 24. He argued that youth go beyond this age limit and suggested an extension of the age to 35. He backed his arguments with occurrences at the AU/ECOSOCC. 
Yasemin from Norway showed up next, and indicated that Norway and Canada will be sending youth delegates to GC20, and that notification has gone to those participants about the e-discussions and asked them to subscribe. 

The issue about age limit for youth caught the attention of Thomas who also shared his views in the opposite direction. He said in an adult realm and with adult-centred ideals it becomes difficult for younger people to express their views. That is the reason why there are youth councils and caucuses and conferences. He said it is very important that even as youth provide input to the "adult" decision makers, we have forums where we can harness our resources in our space. His main argument was that it remains vital that young people are allowed to meet by themselves to form ideas that are truly their own. That is the reason for the sharp age bracket. He suggested that “under no circumstances should we begin to water down that truly "youth" experience because that is our strength. The only way the younger ones amongst us will ever really contribute is if they do not feel bogged down by a hierarchical age group (being 15 under someone who is 35!)”. Thomas however agreed that that a maximum of 24 is rather steep especially as most people only really manage to get passionate for this kind of work in their 20s. He is also aware of the contribution many over-24's have to give and that their input is invaluable. 
Next we got an invitation to the Youth forum scheduled to take place 

During UN-HABITAT's twentieth Governing Council Session (GC-20), which came in from Mutinta .A. Munyati (Ms), Human Settlements Officer, UN-Habitat. The forum will be in Nairobi, Kenya from 1 to 2 April 2005, prior to the twentieth session of the UN-HABITAT Governing Council (GC-20) schedule to take place from 4 to 8 April 2005. Some of the key issues to be discussed during the Governing Council include:

a. Work Programme of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme, UN-HABITAT,  for  the  biennium  2006  -  2007  and budget of the United Nations  Habitat  and  Human  Settlements  Foundation  for  the biennium 2006-2007. 

b. Activities of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme, UN-HABITAT: progress report of the Executive Director \

c. Two special themes, on: Involvement  of  civil society in improving local governance; and Post-conflict, natural and man-made disasters assessment and  reconstruction.

d. Implementing  and  monitoring  the goal of the United  Nations  Millennium  Declaration  on improving the lives of slum dwellers.

Further information on the governing council can be found at the following website http://www.unhabitat.org/gc/gc20/default.asp
According to Munyati, the Youth Forum offers an opportunity for youth participants to meet before the Governing Council in order discuss the GC issues and strategies of engagement with UN-Habitat and the GC sessions. Participants will also be expected to contribute to the guidelines and working modalities of the youth advisory mechanism.

Munyati announced that the UN-HABITAT has limited funding for youth participants coming from Least Developed Countries (LDCs). Those coming from LDCs and are interested in participating in the Youth Forum, were requested to send a letter justifying the request for funding.

Munyati quickly came back with another message to announce the extension of the deadline for nominations to the Youth Committee up to 31st March 2005. According to Munyati, responses to the call for nominations have not generated adequate submissions to warrant on-line elections as had earlier been projected. Coupled with that, numerous requests were received to extend the deadline for the submission of nominations. 

Next was Sayida. She asked all to GRAB this opportunity nominate some one to the Youth Committee. She also encouraged members to take this opportunity to share this message with your network. On funding to the Youth Forum, she noticed that the numbers are limited and as was indicated by UN-Habitat funding is only limited available! Some countries are intending to include youth in their delegations but the numbers remain low. So she requested all to see where we can work together on how to increase funding for more youth representation at GC. She concluded by asking if anyone had the opportunity to look at the proposed objectives and activities in the concept paper whether there are some opinions on this. “Do you think the proposed objectives and activities are adequate? Do they reflect the relevant and important issues? If not what would you suggest be added or excluded?” She asked.
Next was Emmanuel. Regarding youth participation in the GC, he stated his believe that the decision of the UN-Habitat to sponsor some youth is a laudable one. According to him, in Ghana, all attempts to reach the official delegation (if any) to lobby for inclusion has failed, and so youth do not have any hopes, for now. Yet, most potential donors that approached bemoaned the closeness of the event. He re-emphasised Sayida’s invitation to people who have been successful in raising some funds to share their experience with us so that we could draw some lessons. Regarding the concept paper, He lauded the document, made one suggestion/input into the paper. In his view, the Youth Forum, plus the participation of youth at the GC should consolidate and formalise a global network of youth for the habitat agenda. For close to a year now, we have been doing these discussions and processes virtually (even though there were few physical meetings). So the Youth Forum should also seek to achieve a goal of formalising this global network. For, it is from this network that the Youth Committee would gain its mandate, support and diverse views for its work.  
Adefioye Paul Temitope from Nigeria was next. He said the UN- HABITAT deserves applause from the audience of the present generation of young people at large. UN-HABITAT is about to show us all their commitment to the “cry for youth participation” at all level of decision. Please make it real. Let it not be on a “manipulation, decoration or tokenism level”. Please let it be on a “citizenship level of participation”. Our words should not be re-modified and it should be sustainable! He supported the inclusion of adults as mentors in the process. He suggested the following conducts: Flexibility, Support, Commitment, and Respect. 

Sayida showed up again. Even though the deadline for the youth committee has been extended, she said that it does not mean we pause the whole process! Let’s start brainstorming on some issues. She said our discussion on the youth consultative mechanism will allow a broad input of ideas. “If we agree on the below issues in this on line discussion, the future youth committee will have an opportunity to start the process with refining the consensus based agreements”, she added. She pointed out the following issues to look at: 

· What name do you propose for the youth consultative mechanism?
· There have been various structures proposed in relation to the youth consultative mechanism, in last years consultations. Which one do you prefer and why? See the attachment for the proposed structures
· Are there any changes that you would propose for your preferred structure? Please give specific suggestions? 

· What would you propose as the first activities for the youth consultative mechanism in the next one year?

Thomas followed and showed his wariness on Proposal 2 for the mechanism. He suggested a slight re-phrasing for clearer understanding and thinks that confining possible participants to people who have been involved DIRECTLY in UN-HABITAT supported projects is a bit confining. He suggested that prospective committee members should show sufficient proof that the work they have done directly answers the MDGs and is in line with UN-HABITAT' agenda so as to widen our spheres of influence. 
Youth Association for Habitat and Agenda 21 next sent in a large response from their members on the document. This was a rather large one and I urge all members to refer to it in the communications. Anyone who needs a copy may also contact me by writing to the mailing list. 
Thanks for your time and all the best as you write more in the final week coming. 

