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Something you should know...
1. Background:

At the end of 2004, TakingITGlobal, the Global Youth Action Network and the United Nations Millennium Campaign have created a partnership to better link their strategies implementing the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Acknowledging the important role young people are playing in achieving the MDGs, the partnership aims at empowering young people to add their voice to the global fight against poverty and campaign around MDGs in their local community. 
The following is a brief introduction of the three strategic partners, with whom we will be working closely together:

a. TakingITGlobal
TakingITGlobal (TIG) is an international organization - led by youth and enabled by technology. TIG connects youth to find inspiration, access information, get involved, and take action to improve their local and global communities.
Headquartered in Toronto, Canada, with a growing worldwide presence, the organization's flagship program is TakingITGlobal.org, the most popular online community for young people interested in connecting across cultures and making a difference, with hundreds of thousands of visitors each month. 

TIG also works with global partners – from UN agencies, to major companies, and especially youth organizations – in order to build the capacity of youth for development, support youth artistic and media expression, make education more engaging, and involve young people in global decision-making.

For further information have a look at: www.takingitglobal.org 

b. Global Youth Action Network
The Global Youth Action Network (GYAN), headquartered in New York City, is a not-for-profit organization that acts as an incubator of global partnerships among youth organizations.

GYAN’s mission is to facilitate youth participation and intergenerational partnership in global decision-making; to support collaboration among diverse youth organizations; and to provide tools, resources, and recognition for positive youth action

GYAN believes that the critical issues facing the planet now demand our attention and commitment; and that if we are to solve these problems in our life, then we must act, and combine our efforts to guarantee a future of peace, justice and sustainability.

For further information have a look at: www.youthlink.org 
c. UN Millennium Campaign
The Millennium Campaign informs, inspires and encourages people’s involvement and action for the realization of the Millennium Development Goals. An initiative of the United Nations, the Campaign supports citizens’ efforts to hold their government to account for the Millennium promise.

For further information have a look at: www.millenniumcampaign.org 


(“Millennium Campaign Regional Youth Editors - Orientation Guide” by Franziska Seel)
(As a result, TIG formed a team of Millennium Campaign Regional Youth Editors with 1 central youth editor based in TIG headquarters in Canada and 8 MCRYEs of 8 respective areas:

- Millennium Campaign Youth Editor and Communications Coordinator: 
Franziska Seel franziska@takingitglobal.org
- East Europe: Oleksiy Kuzmenko (Ukraine) oleksiy@mdg.takingitglobal.org 
- Latin America: Fabrizio Scrollini Mendez (Uruguay) fabrizio@mdg.takingitglobal  

- Middle East and North Africa: May Fawaz (Lebanon) may@mdg.takingitglobal.org 
- East Africa: Betti Amaso Atyam (Uganda) betti@mdg.takingitglobal.org 
- South Africa: Charlton Chesterman Tsodzo (Zimbabwe) charlton@mdg.takingitglobal.org 
- West Africa: Mouhamed A. Latif Mbengue (Senegal) latif@mdg.takingitglobal.org 
- West Europe: Wolfgang Grundinger (Germany) wolfgang@mdg.takingitglobal.org
- Asia Pacific: Romi (Vietnam) romi@mdg.takingitglobal.org 
Part of our work is to recruit a team of regional young writers and this is how Suf2015’s initiative was primarily born. Along the way we work together, should you have any suggestions and support to other regions, feel free to write them and cc to my contact or ask me to pass your ideas, I am very glad to help you with that!

2. Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP):
GCAP is a worldwide alliance of Civil Society Organizations (CSO) and Individuals committed to the MDGs and their achievement. Not every country has its National Millennium Campaign Coordinator but there are coalitions of GCAP in several countries (please find their contacts in the Excel file). We can liaise with them to participate in their activities and we can propose our projects to them as well.

I copy here some info about GCAP: 
GCAP is a worldwide alliance, committed to making world leaders keep their promises, and to making a breakthrough against poverty in 2005.It is not a formal institution but a coming together of hundreds of organisations from diverse backgrounds all over the globe from trade unions to religious groups and from the biggest international coalitions to the smallest CSOs.

We’re calling for a shift in national and international policies to eliminate poverty and to achieve and exceed the Millennium Development Goals. We demand:
- Trade justice
- Debt cancellation

- A major increase in the quantity and quality of aid

- National efforts to eliminate poverty and to reach the Millennium Goals that are developed and implemented in a way that is democratic, transparent, and accountable to citizens
To overcome poverty, people need to be able to work, to harvest, to fish; to sell their produce; and not to be hampered by unfair money lending practices. More aid is a must – but it must reach those who really need it. Poor countries need to have their debt cancelled and be free from unfair trade rules. National and local policies and practices must be set by citizens themselves, their governments accountable to them, and international systems must be supportive, not obstructive. These are the simple ideas shared by those of us who wish to hold our governments accountable to
commitments they’ve made but have yet to implement.

If all of those around the world who want world leaders to do more to end poverty speak together at the same time, world leaders will have to act. Millions of people and organisations will be working together on the “White Band Days” this year – we hope that you’ll get involved too.

Nelson Mandela recently told a crowd of 22,000 people in London: “The Global Call to Action Against Poverty can take its place alongside the movement to abolish slavery and the international solidarity against apartheid... I am proud to wear the white band, the symbol of this global call to action. Millions of remain imprisoned, enslaved, and in chains -trapped in the prison of poverty. It is time to set them free.”

3. Organizational Structures:

On a broader panel, the Millennium Campaign’s coordinating work is conducted in the New York office which provides support for our 40 different national campaigns across the world.

Each national campaign focal point is housed within a CSO (civil society organization), which is in turn coordinated by a regional coordinator. The Campaign has 6 main regional officers (Latin America, Asia-Pacific, Arab Region, East Africa, West Africa, South Africa).  

For Asia Pacific, ActionAid (Bangkok) is the central CSO and we already set up a close relationship with them. Please take note that these following countries are in the priority list of the MDG Campaign: Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Nepal, Pakistan and the Philippines.  

The www.millenniumcampaign.org website is coordinated by a Central Web Editor (Caroline Kent) housed within One World London who manages three regional editors in Africa, Latin America and Asia.
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The Youth Editor structure is analogous to the MC website with Franziska serving the role of the Central Editor (above her is Amil Husain that I already introduced to you) and 8 MCRYEs of us need a lot of support from energetic youths like you. By the way, I would like to thank you for being my allies!
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Millennium Campaign Asia Pacific Regional Youth Editor

