Is youth in your city or region involved in local governance?

In Norway we have something called the Youth Council, that is a representation of children and youth elected from primary school, secondary school and highschool. Each county in the country has this council so the youth can participate in making decisions that concern them. They also dispose a budget that they use to things they vote useful for the development of youth empowerment. They meet 3 times a year and constitue a real decision-making organ in the norweagian society. There is also a national organization called Unginfo (Youth Information Center), that provide youth with information about education, jobs, local and international exchange programs as well as cultural activities.
> - How is youth involvement currently improving local governance 

> within your city or region? What strategies are applied? What are the best

practices and what are the obstacles?

I believe that the local initiatives for Youth Strategies do improve the awareness of the young people involved in the Council. But what I can observe, is that the young representatives are a minority, and here in Norway there is still need to reach out to a larger number of persons so they may get involved in different ways. Not all the young ones are interested in sitting around a table and discussing, and there are many of them that are capable of doing many things, but the approach trough school may not be a lucky one if the pupil don’t identify himself or herself with the institution. Communication through different approaches is very important, to be able to touch a larger amount of youth through their own interests.

Here in Norway we have a well developed network of Activity houses for youth, but the policy of the government these last years has been to cut on the budget given to these activities. This results in the closing of houses and youth not having the possibility to get involved in other activities than what happen on the streets.

Another problem that we face here in Oslo, is the intolerance and miscommunication between youth of different ethnic groups. This I believe this is the result of a disastrous integration policy towards refugees and foreign immigrants, where the children never get to attain a harmonizing experience of their own identity as multi-cultural human beings. This generates a lot of frustration and insecurity that is reflected in their overall behaviour and building of values. In the other hand, norweagian youth are critically threatened by their easy access to hard drugs. As I see it, here in Norway we do not face physical poverty, but are facing the devastating consequences of loss of values and hope for the future.
> - What are your recommendations to the GC on improving local 

> governance through youth/civil society involvement?

To engage Youth, the most direct way is to get in touch with role-models that are in contact and already working to better the life conditions of youth all over the world. It is important to get in touch with these youth/adults that are, in their everyday lives, living examples that show to the world that it is possible to make a change. They would be a huge foundation to give trust and encouragement to the youth, so they get inspiration to do the work for themselves.
