 Three days and 30 minutes for a contest

        Phuong Ngoc and Phuong Thao are the two winners of the “For a better Earth” contest- held by UN office in Vietnam and “ Hoa Hoc Tro” Newspaper to promote the community’ awareness on 8 MDGs. Here is their story when taking part in this competition.

It was one afternoon in our Military Course, we accidentally found information about the contest posted in an old newspaper. There were three questions. The first one was a crossword which we did very quickly with the help and encouragement of our classmates. Then, a group of us, including 6 students decided to continue the track. but the second and third questions were really an obstacle. Four people gave up. There were only two of us, and we had three days left. The final exam was coming! However, we determined to work to our last resort. For question number two, we found 27 lyrics in related to 8 MDGs. It was not a great number so we tried to make it distinguished by attaching many photos to illustrate. It was maybe a little girl in her worn out shirt or…
We divided the photos and the songs into 8 themes of MDGs. Under each photo, we write a few words, our comments or feelings, just what we thought about these meaningful songs. The page was drawn like an envelope, which symboled for a message sent to everybody to raise community’awareness on MDGs.
Because time was up, we had only 30 minutes for the last question-writing about your favourite song. Ngoc chose “Hands” of Jewel. At this time, words came into my mind naturally, and I just wrote down our true feelings. The song, somehow, reminded me of my childhood, my grandmother with her world of fairy tales in which everybody enjoys a happy and wealthy life. 
 The song “Hands” of Jewel gave us optomism, for :

“Poverty stole your golden shoes.

But it didn’t steal your laughter”.

gave us more strenth, for:

“We’ll fight, not out of spite.

For someone must stand up for what’s right”.
and above all, the belief:

“I'm never broken
We’re never broken”.

     We were very surprised to hear from a friend that we had got the first prize. More than one year has passed but the emotion is still fresh in our memory.
We learned from the contest that MDGs are somewhat intrinsic in our mind. It’s what simple person like you and I can do for the community around us. Just simple actions. But for a better world.








Thuy Duong

