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INTRODUCTION

The UN – HABITAT Governing Council at its 19th Session requested the Executive Director to establish an interim youth consultative mechanism to contribute to the work of the UN – HABITAT  and to initiate the development of a Draft Strategy on Enhancing the Engagement of youth organisations including Youth for Habitat International Network in the work of UN – HABITAT, to be submitted to the Governing Council at its twentieth Session in 2005. In this framework the UN – HABITAT Partners and Youth Section after drafting the Strategy Paper made a call for young activists nominations to a  working Youth Forum  to contribute to the Governing Council agenda by adopting the Strategy Paper. On the participation of almost 60 young activists from around the world this forum was held at the United Nations Complex, Gigiri, Nairobi 3 – 4 April 2005 and ended up on  very actual  conclusions among which the youth statement to the GC- 20 , the finalization of the modalities for the youth consultative mechanism and the strategies for the youth engagement in the UN – HABITAT work from the 20th Governing Council.

BACKGROUND OF THE YOUTH FORUM


The 19th Session of the UN – HABITAT Governing Council, 5 – 9 May 2003 at its 08th meeting adopted a quite number of resolutions among which the resolution 19/13 about ” Enhancing the engagement of youth in the work of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme”. In fact the Governing Council recalling  the Millenium Declaration and its important goals and targets pertaining to youth and acknowledging, taking note  and considering many previous important UN decisions and programmes on youth requested among many other things the Executive Director to establish an interim youth consultative mechanism to contribute to the work of the UN – HABITAT and to initiate the development of a draft strategy on enhancing the engagement of youth and youth organisations including Youth for Habitat Intenational Network in the work of UN – HABITAT, to be submitted to the Governing Council at its twentieth session in 2005. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE FORUM


The Youth Forum was essentially designed :

· To create a forum for engagement for youth to the GC – 20;

· To consolidate the youth agenda to the session

· To orient youth about on-going UN – HABITAT youth programmes

· To encourage the participation of youth at the GC – 20 session

· To contribute to the finalization process of the outlining working modalities for the youth advisory mechanism

· To up-date youth on progress made with regard to the UN – HABITAT`s on-going work.

ACTIVITIES

Overview of the UN – HABITAT work with regard to youth


The youth forum after its opening session by the statement of the representative of the Executive Director of the UN –HABITAT Mrs Anna Tibaijuka was granted by Partners and Youth Section the vision of this  department and the agenda for the youth in the coming years. The young people at this forum were granted  presentations on Best Practices and Leadership Programme and Safer Cities Programme to empower them to better deal with organisational conflicts and issues for the sustainability of their respective associations, organisations, cities and countries. In fact young people at the forum were giving brief knowledge on a global network of advocacy institutions dedicated to the identification and exchange of solutions for sustainable development committed to document and disseminate lessons learned from best practices, give way to participatory assessment policies and model legislation and back up the Messengers of Truth (MOT) to help meet the urban youth challenge by empowering urban youth through information and awareness-building, participation in decision making and learning from each others success stories. 

INVOLVEMENT OF THE CIVIL SOCIETY IN IMPROVING 

LOCAL GOVERNANCE – YOUTH PERPECTIVE 


This section of the forum has been marked by the effective experience of the youth-led NGO ONESTOP in the largest slum in world at Kebira in Kenya. In partnership with UN-HABITAT this NGO has tremendous realisations that the young people present at the forum can draw on in their respective countries. Yet they have suggested that the            UN – HABITAT back up their respectives programmes the same way it backed up ONESTOP in order to fill the gaps making them far from their fellow citizens and their local governments.

Building bridges between citizens and local governments


The Training and Capacity Building Branch (TCBB) UN – HABITAT has informed the young forumers about the training department onto which their can address all their concerns and how they can draw benefits from this branch. The TCBB among many other things target national and regional organisations to build their institutional capacity to serve the needs of local authorities and their stakeholders, develop global tools based upon the best practices made relevant to local conditions and support the implementation of cost effective and sustainable capacity building programmes. In fact its effective tools which are training for elected leaders, building bridges between civil society and local government, promoting local economic development, security of tenure and slum upgrading and financial management for local government are more relevant for youth organisations in the fact that they can help them to fill the gaps between the citizens and the local government through

· a step to step approach to participatory planning

· applicable to long term strategy planning and short term action interventions

· covering a range of tools to design an implement the process and 

· training which is conducted using case study to allow direct application of tools. 

Young people highly recommended that the TCBB be really connected to representative youth orgaisations so that the failures experienced by them by lack of training be reduced and progressively eradicated thereby meeting the MDGs.

YOUTH AND THE MILLENIUM  DEVELOPMENT GOALS ( MDGs)

Regarding the MDGs the youth forumers have received deepened information on them the Progress Report and how meeting the 7th Goal could help the global urban communities to reduce their slums through focusing the interrelations between the eight (08) Goals and the year 2015. 

The youth forum requested the youth-led organisations to upgrade their efforts toward the attainment of MDG Target 11 on Slums and MDG Target 10 on water and sanitation.

Whereof they were also sustained with some very pathetic and interesting subjects which were the Monitoring and System Branch helping the young people to sharpen their skills in monitoring and the Growing up in cities project (Guic) to help them know how to begin where they are and with what they have for the next step to be taken.

OFFICIAL OPENING SESSION OF THE 20TH 

GOVENING SESSION OF THE UN – HABITAT


For the very first time in the story of the UN – HABITAT representative young people from around the world attended the opening session. For the occasion the opening was quickly transformed essentially into a session of report on the biennum 2003-2004 by the different speakers ending up on the Executive Director . 

The young forumers considered it as a unique and everminded process in the  UN – HABITAT  agenda but were full of expectations that this occasion be perpetualized in order to allow them to henceforth decide with their own ideas what is suitable at their perspectives for the UN – HABITAT youth agenda as proposed in the UN – HABITAT Youth Strategy for Enhanced Engagement.

UN – HABITAT AND YOUTH STRATEGY 

FOR ENHANCED ENGAGEMENT


Ackowledging the effectiness and the genuity of the objective of the youth strategy which is to provide an integrated approach to the urban youth development which will mainstrean a focus on the youth in the normative and operational activities of UN – HABITATm and will ultimately strengthen the i;pact of the Agency work in reducing urban poverty. It will provide a road ;ap for the promotion of urban youth empowerment and participation in the implementation of the Habitat Agenda and the related MDGs,


Recognising the the principles and the components of this clearly defined objective, and in order to work towards achieving the MDGs,


The Youth Forum requested the Executive Director to highly take into account the accountability mechanisms for monitoring progress in UN – HABITAT  interventions to be established within each and every area of the work and the involvement of young leaders in the Partenrs and Youth Section for the different staff work and related national and regional projects.

OVERVIEW OF THE OTHER UN AGENCIES MODELS


In order to find out the modalities of the youth consultative mechanism, examples of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the UNODC, of a youth representative from Onestop and many other UN systems were overwied. However online discussions are taking place on the Taking It Global web-page http://groups.takingitglobal.org/UNHABITATyouthstrategy .Suggestions were made to make the mechanism more democratic and transparent respecting regional, economic and linguistic balance, moslty the Least Developed Countries. The Youth Forum finally requested the Executive Director to help young people to get an opportunity to have their representatives elected like those of the UNEP.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS


Considering that the expected outputs of the Youth Forum were largely attained and that the previous GC recommendations empowered   institutionnally the youth organisations in the UN –HABITAT work, young forumers .

1- Requests the Executive Director to continue developing the UN – HABITAT Youth Strategy for Enhanced Engagement in consultation with the Committee of the Permanent Representatives, taking into consideration further inputs from youth organisation;

2- Further requests the Executive Director to continue to strengthen and mainstream the work of the UN – HABITAT on the engagement of the youth in human settlements development and in addressing the problems of youth at riskm especially of girls and young women;

3- Encouraged the Executive Director, local and central Governemnts to draw from experiences  in other multilateral organisations working with youth participation and youth information, such as the Council of Europe and their development of co-management structures aand recommendations in the Council of Europé Congress of Local and Regional Authorities ” Revised European Charter on the Participation of Young People in Local and Regional Life;

4- Calls upon Governments to increase the amount of resources made available to youth and their organisations, in order to promote inclusiveness, responsiveness and transparency in local governance and enable the participation of youth in international, national and local activities related to human settlements development;

5- Encourages Governments and local authorities, to implement enabling strategies in cooperation with relevant youth organisations and youth movements, inter alia by providing young people especially those living in urban areas, with education and training to enhance their vocational and entrepreneurial skills, so that they may secure their own employment;

6- Urges Governments and local authorities and HABITAT agenda partners to establish youth information and resource centers where feasible with the aim to reach all youth, including particularly vulnerable youth groups;

7- Invites locla authorities to establish city-to-city partnerships for developing, exchanging and improving best practices on youth participation in decision-making processes in close partnership with local formal and informal youth movements;

8- Requests the Executive Director, qithing the frqmeqork of the HABITAT agenda, to support local, regional and international youth organisations in developing partnerships with other youth organisationa in their own regions, as well as in other regions;

9- Requests further the Executive Director to facilitate the participation of representative democratic youth organisations and of youth movements at important UN – HABITAT    meetings, and to provide for youth caucuses before and during meetings at future            UN – HABITAT Governing Councils and World Urban Forums;

10-  Urges Governments to include young people drawn from representative, democratic   youth organisations and youth movements in their national delegations to                      UN – HABITAT Governing Councils;

11-   Encourages Governments to provide UN – HABITAT with resources for 

        youth activities  through available mechanism;

12-   Requests the Executive Director to report on progress at the 21st session 

        of the Governing Council.   

(COMPLETED AND CORRECTED WHEN 

SUBMITTED TO THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

BY AN APPOINTED TASK FORCE)
CONCLUSION


The expected outputs of the UN – HABITAT Youth Forum were largely attained. Whether to finalize the working modalities for the youth consultative mechanism, the outlined strategies for youth engagement in GC –20, the Youth position / message to GC –20 or getting young leaders at the forum informed on the UN – HABITAT work on youth, the young forumers during two harsh days discussed and got very concluding and satisfying results for all. These young people can today boast to have been part of a very important statement made at the GC -20 and a set of recommendations which was successfully adopted to crown the efforts of the Partners and Youth Section and the participating youth organisations. The productive and mature discussions of the forum also gave hope to the youth people that the network that will be born from this occasion will be useful in concrete and reals means for all nations to attaine the MDGs objetives by 2015.
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