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WORLD SUMMIT ON INFORMATION SOCIETY

JauUTH CauUCcUs



 

New Proposals
 to Chapters 1 & 4 of the Operational Part 

of the Final Document(s) of the Tunis phase of WSIS

for the Consideration of the Group of Friends of the Chair

Important Note: 

The WSIS Youth Caucus reiterates its proposal put forward for the Fourth Meeting of the Group of the Friends of the Chair held last January 2005 that this emerging Tunis document be titled “Tunis Plan of Implementation” as it signifies stronger commitment from all stakeholders to marshal resources and efforts to realize the Geneva Plan of Action. 



Idea
Proposed Text

Chapter One
From principles to action: 

A summit of sustainable solutions

General implementation strategies

National e-strategies
1. We recognise that it is now time to move from principles to action, by encouraging stakeholders to take the Plan of Action one step further, identifying those areas in which progress has been made in implementing the commitments undertaken in Geneva, and by defining those areas where further efforts and resources are required. 

2.
We acknowledge the leading role of governments, working with different stakeholders, in implementing the WSIS Action Plan at the national level. We encourage, as appropriate, those governments that have not yet done so to elaborate comprehensive, forward looking and sustainable national e-strategies, as an integral part of national sustainable development plans, including poverty reduction strategies, in partnership with other stakeholders, by 2007.



Regional and international implementation
3. We value regional and international integration efforts as a contribution to the development of the global Information Society, and strong cooperation within and among regions is indispensable. The regional dialogue should contribute to national capacity-building and to the development, as appropriate, of national e-strategies and ICT infrastructure and regional implementation strategies. South-South, North-South and North-North  cooperation shall be enhanced in order to foster knowledge sharing.
4. Exchange of views and the sharing of effective practices are essential to implementing the Geneva decisions at the regional and international levels. To this end, efforts should be made to carry out research and provide and share useful knowledge and know-how, related to the elaboration, monitoring and evaluation of national e-strategies and policies, as appropriate, in order to bridge the digital divide. 


National implementation
5. We strongly call the active participation of the private sector and civil society to work with Governments in implementing ICT for Development (ICT4D) projects and improving provision of ICT infrastructure and services.

International co-operation
6. We reaffirm that, through the cooperation and partnership of all stakeholders, it will be possible to succeed in our challenge of harnessing the potential of ICTs as a tool to achieve the development goals of the Millennium Declaration and thereby to continue improving the social welfare and development of all human beings.

7. We commit to marshal innovative financing mechanisms to create digital opportunities for all.



WSIS targets
8. We are committed to achieving the indicative targets, set out in the Plan of Action, that serve as global references for improving connectivity and access in the use of ICTs in promoting the objectives of the Plan of Action, to be achieved by 2015, and to using ICTs as a tool to achieve the development goals of the Millennium Declaration, by:

a. mainstreaming and aligning national e-strategies across national sustainable development action plans, as appropriate, by 2007, imed at achieving the development goals of the Millennium Declaration;

b. designing and implementing enabling policies and a regulatory environment that is supportive of ICT entrepreneurship and that promotes investment and the mobilisation of domestic resources;

c. building the ICT capacities of people and improving educational and life-long learning and training programmes to allow greater access to ICTs; 

d. promoting community volunteerism in the ICT4D sector; 

e. promoting public policies aimed at making/providing/ensuring affordable accessibility to hardware as well as software to populations living in developing regions, in particular in rural areas; 

f. improving access to the world's health knowledge, in areas as diverse as global cooperation in emergency response, to reaching health professionals and individual citizens to improve healthcare and quality of life; 

g. digitizing our cultural treasures for the benefit of the next generations;

h. establishing monitoring and early-warning systems, using ICTs, to forecast and monitor the impact of natural and man-made disasters.;

i. ensuring ICT enterprises commit to environment-friendly production processes, including product dematerialization and proper disposal of e-wastes.



Indicators
9. The Geneva Plan of Action identifies international performance evaluation and benchmarking, taking into account different national circumstances, as an important aspect of the follow-up and evaluation. We applaud the initiatives taken in this area, including by those key stakeholders involved in the statistical measurement of ICTs who have joined forces to create a global Partnership on "Measuring ICT for Development". We encourage national statistical offices to assist these efforts by providing gender- and age-disaggregated data and technical support.


Partnerships
8. We recognize that our goals can be accomplished through the involvement and cooperation of all Information Society stakeholders. We encourage continuing co-operation between and among stakeholders to ensure effective implementation of the Geneva and Tunis decisions, for instance through the promotion of Multi-stakeholder partnerships including Public Private Partnerships (PPPs), in a joint effort and dialogue with less developed countries, donors and actors in the ICT sector.



Stocktaking
9. We commit ourselves to evaluate and follow-up progress in bridging the digital divide, taking into account different levels of development, so as to reach internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration, and to assess the effectiveness of investment and international cooperation efforts in building the Information Society. We encourage all WSIS stakeholders to continue to contribute new and updated information on their activities to the WSIS stocktaking database, which was launched in October 2004 by the WSIS-ES and will be maintained by ITU, so that it becomes a valuable tool, beyond the conclusion of the Tunis Phase of the Summit.



Implementation of the Geneva and Tunis Plans of Action
10.
In order to assure the sustainability of the WSIS process after the completion of its Tunis phase, we agree to establish an implementation mechanism for the Geneva and Tunis Plans of Action, based upon co-operation among governments and all stakeholders, with the overarching goal of helping countries and societies to achieve the development goals of the Millennium Declaration. To that end, for each Action Line in the Geneva and Tunis Plans of Action (as identified in the Annex), a team of stakeholders, representing different sectors, will work together to promote implementation. We request the UN Secretary-General to nominate, from among existing UN bodies or specialised agencies, those that will [moderate/coordinate] the work of each team, based on respect for their mandates and leveraging on their expertise, and within their existing resources.

11.
The [moderator/coordinator] of each team identified in the Annex should periodically prepare a report on the implementation of the Geneva and Tunis Plans of Action based upon the information provided by, and the outputs from collaboration among, stakeholders, focussing particular attention on the progress towards achievement of the internationally-agreed development goals of the Millennium Declaration, and submit it to [a defined coordination body]. The [head of a defined coordination body] will submit regular reports to the UN General Assembly, following its existing rules of procedure. 

[Options for a defined coordination body (with participation of representatives of all stakeholders):

· ITU/WSIS-ES; 

· “existing UN division” (within UN DESA) for following-up major UN conferences; 

· Newly-created UN Inter-agency task force, HLSOC-type, (supported by a 2-3 person secretariat); 

· Newly-created UN ICT Task Force-type forum (supported by 2-3 person secretariat); 

· ] 

Idea
Proposed Text

Chapter Four
The way ahead

Follow-up mechanism for WSIS
26. To build an Information Society will require unremitting effort. We thus commit ourselves to keep fully engaged, nationally, regionally and internationally, to ensure sustainable follow-up to the implementation of agreements and commitments reached during WSIS process and its Geneva and Tunis summits. Taking into account the multifaceted nature of building the Information Society, effective cooperation among all stakeholders is needed, based on respect for their mandates and leveraging on their expertise.

27. We request the Secretary-General of the United Nations, in partnership with pertinent United Nations agencies and the international development institutions, to re-convene WSIS stakeholders in 2010 and 2015 to review the status of the Geneva Plan of Action and Tunis Plan of Implementation and, where efforts are lacking, to call for increased commitment and support.

28..
[We agree that the follow-up to Internet governance should be separated from the other issues and organized as outlined in Chapter Three.]

29.
We request the Secretary-General of the Summit to report to the General Assembly of the United Nations on its outcome.

30.
We request the Secretary-General of the United Nations to provide—with the collaboration of all stakeholders, and fully utilizing the existing coordination mechanisms within or related to the United Nations—sustained follow-up within the United Nations system to the agreements and commitments reached at WSIS and to ensure effective secretariat support. The Secretary-General of the United Nations is further requested to submit a periodic report to the General Assembly of the United Nations on those follow-up efforts.










� This official contribution was prepared by the Policy Coordinator of the WSIS Youth Caucus (www.wsisyouth.org). Due to lack of time, the contents of this document were not critiqued by the members of the WSIS Youth Caucus. Contributions, either in the form of inserted phrases or new paragraphs, are italicized and in bold texts. For feedback and inquiries, please send correspondence to facilitators@wsisyouth.org.









