Wednesday 27 July 2005, 9:00am EST

Notes of First Conference Call with Major Groups Organizing Partners 

in the CSD-14 Year
Participants
CSD Secretariat

Federica Pietracci (Major Groups Programme Coordinator)

Tonya Vaturi (Major Groups Programme Associate)
Dirk Pilari (Programme Coordination, Major Groups and Partnerships Branch- Officer in Charge)
Major Groups Organizing Partners

Women: Caytetana Carrion (Women’s Environment and Development Network- WEDO); Sheila Oparaocha (ENERGIA)
Youth: Matthew Carrol (Youth Caucus)
Indigenous People: Tom Goldtooth (Indigenous Environmental Network)
NGOs: Jan Gustav Straendens (Sustainable Development Issues Network- SDIN)
Trade Unions: Winston Gereluk and Lucien Royer (International Confederation of Free Trade Unions- ICFTU)

Business and Industry: Michael Kelly (International Chamber of Commerce- ICC); Jacqueline Coté (World Business Council for Sustainable Development- WBCSD)
Scientific and Technological Communities: Laurie Geller (International Council for Science- ICSU) 

Farmers: Nora Ourabah (International Federation of Agricultural Producers- IFAP)
Summary Report

CSD-14 Bureau: The CSD Secretariat noted that the CSD-14 Bureau is now complete following the election of Mr. Azanaw T. Abreha, (Ethiopia), and its first meeting is scheduled for late September 2005. The list of CSD-14 Bureau members can be viewed at: http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/csd/csd14/bureau.htm
Secretary-General’s reports: Major groups’ contributions to the Secretary-General’s reports must be submitted by 1 September 2005. A call for input has been circulated to all major groups and is posted on the website at: http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/mgroups/mg_inputs_sg.pdf. While there is no limit to the length of submissions, the aim is for brief and concise assessments of progress made and obstacles encountered in the activities undertaken by major groups relevant to the thematic issues areas. To date, no inputs have been received.
Guidelines for major groups: The Major Groups Guidelines for Participation in CSD-14 will be posted on the CSD Secretariat’s website in mid-October, and additional information will be added as it becomes available.

Major groups’ discussion papers: Each major group sector is requested to prepare a discussion paper that will be submitted to the CSD as an official document and translated in all UN languages, providing a basis for discussions at CSD-14. These papers are coordinated by the major groups organizing partners through a consultative process with their networks. Papers, not longer than 8,000 words, are to be submitted to the Secretariat by 15 November 2005, and should review progress made in the thematic issue areas of energy for sustainable development, industrial development, air pollution/atmosphere, and climate change. The discussion papers are meant to enable major groups to report on their result-oriented activities concerning the implementation of the four above mentioned themes, while focusing on identifying constraints and obstacles in the process of implementation. It is expected that the papers contain examples of case studies and experiences, and identify areas of success and lesson learned. Policy recommendations should be avoided.
Apart from the discussion papers, major groups are invited to contribute case studies that correspond to any of the themes that will be discussed in the CSD Second Implementation Cycle (2006-7) or that have been discussed in the CSD First Implementation Cycle (2004-5). For more information, please visit: http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/csd/casestudies/caseStudies.htm 
Regional Implementation Meetings (RIMs): These are held in preparation for the CSD review session, and are organized by the UN Regional Economic Commissions in collaboration with the CSD Secretariat. They are designed to highlight progress at the regional level, in following WSSD outcomes that stressed more inclusion of regional and sub-regional implementation. The CSD Secretariat reported that major groups’ participation in the upcoming RIMs was discussed during a recent teleconference with the Regional Commissions. The degree of future collaboration between the CSD Secretariat and the Regional Commissions regarding opportunities for major groups’ contributions and participation will vary depending on each RIM’s selected format and approach for major groups’ involvement. 
The NGO major group organizing partner announced plans to organize a preparatory meeting for major groups in the two days prior to the ECE RIM, from 13-14 December 2005. He stressed the need for increased awareness of continuity between the review and policy years. Several organizing partners suggested that major groups could benefit from a more formal introduction by the CSD Secretariat, including provision of information on the major groups organizing partners. The CSD Secretariat agreed to provide information on the organizing partners to the Regional Commissions, and also advised major groups to contact directly the Regional Commissions and inform them of their interest in participating in the RIMs. A list of RIMs’ Regional Commission focal points is included as a separate attachment to this summary, and additional information on the RIMs can be found at: http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/csd/csd14/reg_impl_meetings.htm 

Formats for major groups’ participation in CSD-14: The CSD Secretariat invited a discussion on major groups’ formats for participating in CSD-14, pointing out that time will be an important element to consider while developing options for major groups entry points at CSD-14 (which will be characterized by four themes, one dedicated day to the four themes and SIDS, five regional sessions, etc.). There was overall support for maintaining the same level of integration seen at CSD-12, including time for opening and closing statements, a Ministerial-level dialogue with major groups, and inclusion of major groups in all thematic discussions. Several organizing partners also urged that the multi-stakeholder segment not be excluded and that organizing partners be given an opportunity to review the Chair’s summary before inclusion in the report, as had been past practice up through the WSSD. Major groups’ suggestions will be channeled to the CSD-14 Bureau for its consideration.
Major groups-led intersessional meetings: Trade Unions highlighted the circulation of minutes from two recent meetings, co-hosted with NGOs and the Scientific and Technological Communities, on enhancing collaboration among major groups in preparation for the current CSD cycle. They announced upcoming meetings on 3 October 2005, and on 6 May 2006 (during CSD-14) that would further identify areas of common work. The Trade Unions plan to share their discussion paper with the other organizing partners as way to identify areas to be cross-referenced, and share points for discussion via a dedicated e-forum. In addition, ICFTU and UNEP will announce a global trade union assembly on 15-17 January 2006 in Nairobi, Kenya, open to all major groups and aimed at devising a framework for action using the trade unions’ country profiles as tools to further implementation. The outcome will be released as a stepping stone to CSD-14 and 15.
NGOs noted widespread interest among large climate-related NGO networks to contribute to the current CSD cycle, which would likely become formalized as a global campaign including coordination efforts at the regional level, led by ELCI in Africa, TWN in Asia, and Social Watch in Latin America.

The CSD Secretariat noted that Stakeholder Forum would be organizing a CSD Workshop entitled “Preparing for the Future”, to be held by invitation in New York from 11-12 September 2005. Its overall aim is to analyze the first two-year cycle of the CSD and make recommendations on how to improve the process. Several major groups noted their interest in participating. Responding to a question on inter-linkages with other intersessional processes related to climate and energy issues, the CSD Secretariat noted that reports would be made to the CSD session but that the respective agendas would not impact one another. 
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