LETTER OF REQUEST

Dear
 H.E. Mr. Augustine P. Mahiga                                                                       DATE: 06/09/05 

Permanent Ambassador of Tanzania to the United Nations

New York, USA                              
SUB: Enlarging the inclusion of young people in Tanzania’s MDG programme
My name is Robert T. Kasenene, and I was a one of the 
delegates
 for
 at the World Youth Congress 2005, where 600 young people from 120 countries assembled a 21 year old Tanzanian living in Dar es Salaam. 
From the 29th July - 8th August, more than 600 young people converged in the Stirling - a town in Scotland for the 3rd World Youth Congress. 
These young people came together 
to deliberate on diverse issues, but more specifically
 and strategise for the promotion of youth engagement for the in the development and 
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (henceforth: MDG’s). At the Congress I was further selected by the organising committee to 
There were many activities for young people to participate in – from forums, games, action projects to drafting outcome documents for the congress. A group of about 15 young people at the congress worked on 
drafting
 a policy document on the concept of that would address a somewhat forgotten or seemingly cliched philosophy of 
Youth-Led Development. ..I was also fortunate to participate in drafting this document.

WHAT IS YOUTH LED DEVELOPMENT (YLD)
Youth Led Development (YLD) 
 Youth Led Development involves the inclusion of young people as equal partners in initiating positive community change, in this case, through active participation with governments and civil society in the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals. It was the philosophy is a concept 
that was instrumental in the creation of the Peace Corps in 1961. The main divergence of our document, when compared to other policy recommendations, is that it does not undermine the efforts of governments but rather seeks to initiate and sustain a positive relationship as wellbeing of Tanzanian citizens is our common outlook. Since then it has lost itself in the other jargon and policy documents, the focus of YLD has been tossed around and has eventually adapted to the more recent concept of "youth empowerement" and similar ideologies. These concepts have since been abused and over-used. It therefore lacks the original meanings. YLD can be resurrected from the "teeth of time" and reignite the whole process of promoting youth activism and engagement...please read on!
 Youth Led Development (YLD) The importance of this policy document on YLD, and its difference from traditional youth documents, is its
 emphasises  on promoting youth engagement and the like, however stressing on the importance of building partnerships and 
the need for effective mentoring and inclusion of adults in the process of positive community change. 
This
 Our document does not undermine governments or youth at all, rather it promotes the fact that young people could be more effective, if more effort and resources was put into developing us.

When drafting this document, the team of policy-writers focused on the fears of the policy-makers. Primarily, that young people cannot be trusted and are incompetent. We decided to work with these fears when drafting the document, to provide a psychological edge to it. In the first page, we mention that "young people should not only be the beneficiaries, but the implementors of development programmes." This is complemented with the next heading of
 Our document provides recommendations to young people, along with governments, civil society and the international non-governmental organisation community. "YOUTH COMMITMENTS", wherein we make it clear that we do realise that some of us lack significant experience, but we remain enthusiastic and committed to engagement in development
. We go on to 
start the document, by addressing young people and 
asking young people them
 primarily, to commit themselves more towards development. When the first pre-testing of the document was done by a team of proffessionals government and other policy teams, the results were astounding - they loved the document. Primarily because they had not seen a youth document which starts out by addressing the fact that young people have to get more organised to be seen as a force to be reckoned with.

When a government leader reads a youth document (and you will note Sir that there are atleast 50 in circulation all over the world right now), he sees the SAME RECOMMENDATIONS. The same rantings and ravings. He's used to it and infact he mentally ignores it. The WCY policy document starts out different, by addressing young people and asking them to commit themselves more towards development. It was interesting to see the reaction by the adults in government. They nodded their head from the first page.

Further on in the document, we call on governments, INGOs, NGOs, private sector and civil society to implement a series of structural changes or policies with a view to incorporate YLD systems and processes. This has been important because 
 What is important, is that this document does not focus only on providing recommendations to governments, but also addressesing
 the mistakes of Non-Governmental Organisations. Many of them, while advocating for more youth inclusion in governments or conversely the need for youth-friendly systems in government projects with young people in mind, 
fail to include young people in the design and implementation of their own projects. If sustainable and well-meaning change should be implemented, then it is important that the whole process be "holistic" and involves all the stake-holders. This is essentially the edifice behind the Youth Led Development Policy Document. We also call in the document for INGOs to provide more money into youth led projects. When conducting our research into INGO budgets and their spending, we were shocked with the low priority that they provide for youth led projects. In one INGO alone, we found that if they apply this principle of 0.7%, it would provide us with a growth of more 638,000 pound stirling, all 
to spend on international youth projects.

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT 

The policy document was officially undertaken by the Scottish Executive when we presented a copy to the Rt. Hon. Mr. Jack McConnell. Further support for the inclusion of the concept of YLD in the final speeches at the Ministerial Meetings in New York on September 17th 2005 is witnessed from the Pacific and Small Island Nations, Serbia and Montenegro and among African countries, Kenya is enthusiastic about our document. On the 8th of September, a copy of our policy document will be personally handed to the Rt. Hon. Mr. Jack Straw with subsequent meetings with Mr. Stephen Pattison, the International Director of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. We have received amazing support, suprisingly from the governments such as Scotland, where we pay our upmost gratitude to the for his support, the United Kindom - Foreign Minister JAck Straw will be conducting a meeting on the 8th with WYC delegates from the UK,  and more than 600 young people from more than 142 countries for the inclusion of YLD literature in respective country position papers during the ministerial meetings in NYC on the 17th. Kenya has already confirmed, and so has a majority of Pacific and SIS nations.

A TANZANIAN YOUTH REQUEST
I urge you Sir, to follow the same path and express support and if possible commitment in developing a National Program
 by supporting YLD and including a section on Tanzania’s commitment to young people in the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals in the  process in 
Tanzanias position paper and final address speech
 at the aforementioned meeting above and the WPAY review later in the month. 
We are not stopping at the policy level only, infact we are
 The policy team is committed towards advocating and lobbying for the development of ing
 concrete national strategies on YLD. Kenya, once again, is actively working on developing a structural and systems approach for effective youth engagement and thereby empowerement.
 We can thereby project ourselves as be 
an example for 
 to other African countries and the rest of the world to follow 
 especially to following that 
 our inclusion of  young people were involved 
in the Tanzanian PRS review and are featured in the PRS and 
the National Multisectoral HIV/AIDS Strategy. Thereby, expression of and actual commitment towards a National Strategy on YLD will be highly welcomed.

Permit me to pre-empt your question if you agree with the whole thing and that is what you should include in the papers memntioned.
 I am aware that such a recommendation may have arrived too late, but from the feedback received from many governments, they are committed towards the inclusion of our recommendations in either the formal brief or subsequent documentation. I would be obliged if you would agree and advocate for the inclusion of the following in Tanzania’s position paper. 

1) The need for the inclusion of young people in the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals and the prioritising of YLD if the MDG targets are to be achieved.  process. First, YLD is crutial if the MDGs are to be achieved on target. 

2) The inclusion of the following paragraph as specified at the Conference on Financing the MDG’s at the European Parliament in Brussels (2004), and I quote that "if current trends continue, the MDGs will not be achieved untill 2147. If properly mobilized and supported, young people and YLD can help achieve the goals on the target date of 2015." If young people in Tanzania are to drive national efforts for development, we need to improve the current framework for youth engagement - which is improperly defined and promote social and other forms of 
entrepreneurship amongst other reforms. things
.

To conclude, it is my sincere hope that you will put all of this into 
seriously consideraion
 my views and I also note that there is not much time before the meetings in question, 
I look forward to your positive response. Sir where we can share options for inclusion of YLD into Tanzanias position on MDGs and Young People durring the 60th year of the UN. 

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Robert T. Kasenene,

Box: 7593, Dar es Salaam,

Tanzania.

Mobile: +255 744 098044.

�Delete DEAR and instead add in TO.


�delete


�delete


�delete


�DELETE THIS.


�DELETE ALL OF THIS AS WELL.


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�DELETE


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete this mate. Its our secret, we don’t want the policy makers to know that they are being tricked into nodding their heads !!! ( 


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�DELETE


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete


�delete





