LETTER OF REQUEST

To H.E. Mr. Augustine P. Mahiga                                                                    DATE: 06/09/05 

Permanent Ambassador of Tanzania to the United Nations
SUB: Including young people in the implementation of Tanzania’s MDG programme

My name is Robert T. Kasenene, and I represented Tanzania at the World Youth Congress 2005 which focused on deliberating and strategising for the promotion of youth engagement in the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals using Youth Led Development measures. I have attached to this mail, a copy of our policy document for your perusal. 
WHAT IS YOUTH LED DEVELOPMENT (YLD)

Youth Led Development is simply the process of involving young people as equal partners in positive community change, in this case, through active participation with governments and civil society in the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals. Youth Led Development (YLD) emphasises the need for effective mentoring and inclusion of adults in the process. We, young people, realise the importance and need for building and sustaining positive relationships with the multi-stakeholders. This is essentially the edifice behind the Youth Led Development Policy Document. Our document provides recommendations to young people, civil society, the private sector and governments. 
INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT 

The policy document was officially undertaken by the Scottish Executive when we presented a copy to the Rt. Hon. Mr. Jack McConnell. Further support for the inclusion of the concept of YLD in the final speeches at the Ministerial Meetings in New York on September 17th 2005 is witnessed from the Pacific and Small Island Nations, Serbia and Montenegro and among African countries; Kenya is enthusiastic about our document. On the 8th of September, a copy of our policy document will be personally handed to the Rt. Hon. Mr. Jack Straw with subsequent meetings with Mr. Stephen Pattison, the International Director of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

A TANZANIAN YOUTH REQUEST

I am aware that such a recommendation may have arrived too late but I would be obliged if you would agree and advocate for the inclusion of the following in Tanzania’s position paper and final address at the aforementioned meeting in either the formal brief or subsequent documentation:-

1. The need for the inclusion of young people in the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals and the prioritising of YLD if the MDG targets are to be achieved.
2. The development of structural and systems approach in the incorporation of Youth Led Development and involvement in community change as reiterated by our inclusion of young people in the Tanzanian PRS review and National Multi-sectoral HIV/AIDS Strategy.   

To conclude, it is my sincere hope that you will seriously consider my views and I look forward to your positive response. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Robert T. Kasenene,

Box: 7593, Dar es Salaam,

Tanzania.

