Dear H.E. Mr. Augustine P. Mahiga,

Youth & Development at the Millennium Review Summit, New York – Sept. 2005
You may have noticed that Kofi Annan’s report, In Larger Freedom, contains no reference to a role for Youth in development. From the 29th July - 8th August, more than 600 young people from over 140 different countries – including myself and three other Tanzanian delegates - converged in Scotland for the 3rd World Youth Congress, to take steps to rectify this omission. The outcome Policy Document of this Congress – which I played a key role in drafting – should form part of your thinking as you prepare for the Millennium Review Summit in New York this month. For it advances a new and startling proposal.
 
It is this:  if you ignore the contribution that can be made by that 51% of the world’s population that is under 25, the MDGs will not be achieved by 2015. If, however, governments engage and mobilise, train and mentor young people to carry out development initiatives and support youth-led business start-ups, you still have a fighting chance. 
This is not some fanciful student idea. It is a serious economic proposal: the World Bank and AFDB recognise the value of Youth volunteerism to developing economies and invest in it. The Blair Commission for Africa highlighted the value of youth-led business start-ups. The World Bank’s 2007 World Development Report will focus on Development for (and by) the Next Generation.

Tanzania has pioneered a role for youth in development by involving young people in the Tanzanian PRS review – one of the few African countries to do so. We welcome the intention of the government to seek fuller representation of Youth in the implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of the poverty strategy.  Involvement of Youth in the National Multisectoral HIV/AIDS Strategy has also been highly successful, and is something that I personally have been heavily involved in. 

Now, with the MRS taking place this month in New York, Tanzania can demonstrate to the world its commitment to engage young people in the fight against poverty by putting the issue of Youth-Led Development into its country position paper and speeches. 

You will not be alone in doing this. Governments all over the world have been engaging with delegates from the World Youth Congress on the issue of Youth-Led Development. To name just a few examples, the government of Kenya have accepted a section on Youth-Led Development to be included in their President’s speech; the government of Montenegro have agreed to refer to Youth-Led Development in the speech of their representative at the MRS, and will further be including the Policy Document as an annex in their country report on the MDGs; and in the UK, delegates will this week meet Foreign Secretary Jack Straw to discuss how best to include the recommendations of the Policy Document in the UK country position at the MRS.   

I urge you to find time in your schedule to phone me to discuss how the Policy Document relates to the development efforts of Tanzania, and the best way of taking this forward at the MRS this month.  I attach a copy of the Policy Document for your consideration. 

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Robert T. Kasenene,

Regional Director for East Africa,

World Youth Congress Policy Document International Committee,

Box: 7593, Dar es Salaam,

Tanzania.

Mobile: +255 744 098044.     

