INVITATION TO ICCP SYMPOSIUM ON “TROUBLE IN PARADISE:  THE DISAPORA RESPONDS TO THE HIV & AIDS CRISIS IN THE CARIBBEAN” 17th NOVEMBER 2005, CHEYNEY UNIVERSITY, PENNSYLVANIA
Dear Colleague:
We are pleased to invite you to participate in the Symposium “Trouble in Paradise: The Diaspora Responds to the HIV & AIDS Crisis in the Caribbean”. The Symposium is organized by the International Consortium of Caribbean Professionals, and is co-sponsored by the Office of Research, Development, Planning and Coordination of Lincoln University.  It will be hosted by the historic Cheyney University of Pennsylvania on Thursday, November 17th, 2005 to coincide with their observation of International Education Week. 

The HIV & AIDS epidemic is fast becoming the main cause of death in the Caribbean. Indeed the severity of the epidemic is second only to that of Sub-Sahara Africa. The devastating effect of HIV & AIDS threatens to have a profound debilitating effect upon Caribbean economies and the capacity of governments to provide for the livelihood of its people. The HIV & AIDS epidemic has also emerged in Caribbean communities in North America. It is, therefore, critical to control and reverse the spread of HIV & AIDS as well as to increase levels of education and awareness of the impact of the disease on the lives of the people as well as the economy.

The control of HIV & AIDS calls for a collective response – for Caribbean nationals and people of good will to work as a team to develop strategies to combat this deadly disease. This symposium is designed to provide a forum to increase the level of awareness of the impact of the disease; identify gaps in prevention and treatment strategies; and formulate a strategy to bring Caribbean professional in the Diaspora as partners and facilitators in national and regional strategies in the fight against HIV & AIDS.

The success of this Symposium depends to a great degree upon the quality of participation and the dynamics of panel discussions in order to arrive at the desired outcomes. Your presence will be of great value to us. It is, therefore, our hope that you will be able to join us for this unique opportunity for the Caribbean Diaspora to strengthen its role in the on-going fight/initiatives against HIV & AIDS throughout the region and Caribbean communities throughout the Diaspora. 

The provisional agenda is enclosed. Directions to Cheyney University may be found at the University’s web-site, www.cheyney.edu. Registration is free. As space is limited, early registration is encouraged. To register, please confirm your participation by completing the enclosed registration form and returning it by Friday, October 21st, 2005, to Ms. Norma George at: Cheyney University, 1837 University Circle, P.O. Box 200, Cheyney, PA 19319. 

We are looking forward to your participation and to welcoming you at the symposium and to Lincoln.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Gerald E. White-Davis



Prof. Norma George
President, ICCP
Coordinator of International Programs,

Cheyney University of Pennsylvania

