Brief proposal for the December 3rd March

In this age of isolation, Marches perform a special, less noticeable function than just gathering people together to demonstrate a message. They allow people to come together, turning streets normally dominated by noisy, intimidating, pollution-producing vehicles into safe, public spaces for people to congregate in and get to know each other. In a word, they produce community.

This nature of this March – being environmental – is that it will also perform another function, which is to demonstrate that people can gather and celebrate without leaving behind a mountain of waste for others to clean up, in essence advocating for a less consumptive, environmentally sustainable way of life.

March Route

The March route must be determined following consultation with the Montreal Police.

Whatever route is chosen, it should begin within marching distance of the Palais de Congres, ideally taking about 45 minutes – 1 hour to arrive at the Palais.

Staging will start at 12 noon. The march should start at 1pm.

Once the March arrives at the Palais, it encircles either the Palais de Congres or the Park adjacent to the Palais, depending on numbers. Drum leaders are strategically placed around the circle and lead the group in a series of rhythms. Native leaders and anchor drums are evenly placed throughout, providing much needed spiritual strength and bass. The drumming works to a crescendo as marchers file up a platform and drop balls of paper or globes into a gigantic hourglass set up either in the park adjacent to the Palais, or near a major entrance. At a prearranged signal, after 20 minutes and 12 seconds, the drumming will stop, and all participants in the March will be invited to hold their breath for one minute. The passing of 60 seconds will be marked by single, staccato beats on the bass drums around the circle. At the end of the minute, the marchers will call out, in as many languages as possible: Find the Rhythm! Make the Connection! The Time is NOW! The drum leaders will begin the drumming again, and will lead the drumming for another five minutes, before the march is led away from the Palais, on the march route.

The march should end around 4pm. Following the March participants should be invited to attend other events happening and spread the message of sustainability and climate action around the city.

Activities Along the Route

Various groups have indicated their desire to stage some sort of activity along the March route. Stages could be set up along the route for this purpose, although it is questionable whether this will be an effective initiative given the weather, temperature and nature of the March.

Groups that have indicated an interest in some sort of display/action:

Global Exchange/Rainforest Action Network/Sierra Youth Coalition - Save Hockey

Bread and Puppet Theatre – World On Fire

March organizing committee (various organizations) – The Time is Now! Hourglass and Messages; Père Nöel & Ethical Shopping Guides
Energy Action & Organizing Committee – Drum for the Earth

Le Suroit – Windmills

Other Potential Activities:

Fair Trade Hot Chocolate, Coffee and Tea Stations placed all along the route

A Narrator describing the activities of the corporations in the buildings that are passed on the March Route

A circus performance by Circus School Students

Elements of the March

The march will consist primarily of independent individuals, families, students, etc, and organizations. There will be no-motorized traffic. Any floats will be human (e.g. pulleys, bikes), animal or solar-powered. Organizations will be encouraged to create banners and signs with positive messages for the public and for the UN negotiators. 
