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Young African Dialogue on HIV/AIDS and Sexual and Reproductive Rights

Abuja, Nigeria 

November 29 - 30, 2005

DEADLINE FOR APPLYING IS: NOVEMBER 2, 2005

Lentswe La Rona means “Our Voice” in Tswana. Lentswe La Rona is a network of young African advocates working for the improvement of the lives of youth in Africa. Lentswe La Rona envisions a society where African youth are able to access and exercise their rights and participate at all policy and decision-making levels regarding issues that affect their rights, in particular their sexual and reproductive rights. We will achieve this vision by promoting and defending the rights of young people in Africa by empowering and supporting them.
The Youth Coalition (YC) is an international network of like-minded young advocates (aged 15-29) who are promoting sexual and reproductive rights (SRR) of young people internationally. We are students, researchers, volunteers, educators, NGO (non-governmental organization) workers, and activists. 

The United Nations General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS (UNGASS) will take place in 2006 with a focus on children and youth.  Lentswe La Rona and YC recognize strong linkages between sexual and reproductive rights and HIV/AIDS and are organizing a dialogue with young African activists in HIV/AIDS on these linkages. 

The Youth Coalition and Lentswe La Rona are calling for applications to participate in a Young African Dialogue on HIV/AIDS and SRR, immediately prior to the International Conference on HIV/AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA) in Abuja, Nigeria.  This 2-day dialogue from November 29th-30th, 2005 immediately prior to the ICASA Youth Forum will bring together approximately 15 young activists working in the field of HIV/AIDS in Africa and who will be attending the ICASA meeting.

The objectives of the 2-day dialogue are as follows:

· to foster a dialogue with participants to identify key issues of their work on HIV/AIDS in Africa and how they relate to SRR and Human Rights

· to strengthen arguments and actions of participants by using UN language related to SRR and HIV/AIDS

· to enhance advocacy skills of participants and establish messages to advocate at the ICASA meeting and UNGASS

· to provide follow-up for participants and to encourage advocacy at UNGASS

Participants Description:

The application form for the workshop is attached. Lentswe La Rona and YC are keen to receive applications from young people living in Africa who:

· Fall between the ages of 16 – 29 and are fully funded to attend ICASA and the ICASA Youth Forum

· Are affiliated—either full-time or as a volunteer —with an organization working in the area of HIV/AIDS including various dimensions of the pandemic (i.e. gender equity, sexual and reproductive rights, youth participation, MDGs, people living with HIV/AIDS, people living in armed conflict, refugees and migrants, economics, sexual orientation, indigenous peoples, people living with disabilities and others).  

· Have a working knowledge of English 

Please note that only those who fit the above criteria will be considered.

DEADLINE FOR APPLYING IS WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 2, 2005.  

Selected applicants will be contacted prior to November 12, 2005.

Application Form

Organized by the Youth Coalition

Please ensure that all questions are completed.  The form can be completed through Microsoft word, please limit all answers to a maximum of five lines.

1. Personal Information

First name(s) 
Affiliated Organization      
Nationality

     
Country of Residence      
Date of birth
     
Sex      
Mailing Address 
     Telephone        Fax      
E-mail      
Please check the following boxes below as it pertains to you

Do you have regular access to emails? (Please select the option that best describes your Internet access):

All the time/once a day FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Occasionally FORMCHECKBOX 

 Rarely FORMCHECKBOX 

Never FORMCHECKBOX 

Are you attending the ICASA Meeting? 




Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 
No FORMCHECKBOX 


If yes, are you fully funded to attend?



Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 
No FORMCHECKBOX 

Are you attending the UNGASS review in New York in 2006? 

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 
No FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, are you fully funded to attend?



Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 
No FORMCHECKBOX 

Do you need a visa to travel Nigeria where the workshop will be held?  
Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 
No FORMCHECKBOX 

Proficiency in English: Basic FORMCHECKBOX 
 Good FORMCHECKBOX 
 Excellent FORMCHECKBOX 

2. What do sexual and reproductive rights mean to you?  How do these rights relate to HIV/AIDS?      
3. 
What does youth participation mean to you?  (Include in your response how much youth participation you see in decision-making at government and civil society levels in your country.  Also tell us how you would like to see youth participation in your community or in your country as a whole).       
4. 
Please tell us what the word activist means to you.  Do you consider yourself an activist?      
5. 
Please describe in what ways your work/volunteer experiences relate to HIV/AIDS and youth.  Also mention if your work/volunteer experience is local, regional, national or international in scope.      
6. 
What issues do you believe are the most pressing in your region with respect to HIV/AIDS?      
7. 
The issue of abortion is probably one of the most political and debated topics in the Sexual and Reproductive Rights field.  What is your position on abortion?      
8. 
What is your view on sexual orientation and sexual identity?      
9. 
What are your expectations and what do you hope to gain from participating in this dialogue?      
10. How will you share and spread the skills you learned and the information you acquire at the workshop in your organization/community/region?      
11. Do you have any experience working with international UN documents (ie. Declaration on Commitment of Action for HIV/AIDS, Millennium Development Goals, ICPD Programme of Action, Beijing Platform of Action)?  If yes, which ones?      
12.  Have you participated in a Youth Coalition activity before?  Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

No FORMCHECKBOX 


If yes, which activity?      
Signature:        Date:     
Once completed, send this application form by email to admin@youthcoalition.org.   We will only accept application forms submitted by e-mail. We are sorry not to be able to accept applications sent by regular mail.  

Youth Coalition and Lentswe La Rona will cover participants who are already fully funded for ICASA their expenses (food, accommodation, local transportation and incidentals) for the 2- day dialogue.  The Youth Coalition and Lentswe La Rona are unable to provide funding or support to attend ICASA or travel to Nigeria.

You have until November 2, 2005 to send in your application.
If you have any questions, concerns or comments about the Young African Dialogue on HIV/AIDS and Sexual and Reproductive Rights, please feel free to contact Rosario Castro at admin@youthcoalition.org

_1164619468.bin

