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The United Nations Climate Change Conference

At the end of this month, Montreal will be hosting the next meeting on the future of the Kyoto Protocol.  This is the first meeting on the Kyoto Protocol since it entered into force earlier this year and will tackle the question, "What's next?"  

Who:

The conference will be attended by the Parties of the Kyoto Protocol (countries that have ratified the Kyoto Protocol), the United Nations-- which includes representatives from over 180 countries-- estimated 10,000 people from the health, scientific research, climatologic, environmental, business and industry sectors, and several key players from the U.S. energy policy, industry and environmental community. This will be the largest United Nations Climate Change Conference in history.

What: 

The first meeting of the Parties of the Kyoto Protocol will outline what participating countries will do to meet their required emissions reductions, what will happen to the future of global ecosystems and human populations, and efforts to engage countries that are not signed on to the Kyoto Protocol. 

Where:

Montreal, Quebec, Canada

When:

November 28 through December 9, 2005

Why:
With no substantial commitment to global warming pollution reduction coming out of the recent G-8 meetings, many U.S. citizens see the Montreal meeting as a unique opportunity to raise the need for U.S. action with U.S. elected officials. 

This conference is important for several other reasons:

· It is the first time the Parties of the Kyoto Protocol are meeting 

· It is the first time this conference has been held on the continent of North America (and was strategically placed in close proximity to the United States to begin discussions throughout our media) 

· This will be the largest U.N. Climate Change Conference yet, with over 10,000 participants registered [approximately 8,000 participants and 2,000 media]

· Canada’s role in global warming emission reductions will emerge

· It will determine if Canada will take advantage of emerging carbon markets and gain an economic edge over the United States

· Innovative energy technologies will be explored for a modern energy system
