The United Nations Climate Change Conference
International Youth Summit

Message: A local woman travels to Montreal to represent the voice of Minnesota youth. The Youth Summit is designed to give citizens ages 18-26 a voice in the United Nations climate negotiations. “Stop asking how much this will cost you and start asking how much it will cost us!”
Target Audiences: diverse youth, college groups and professors, parents, and urban audiences

Who: Lindsay Dahl, who works for the St. Paul based non-profit Minnesotans for an Energy Efficient Economy (ME3), is traveling to Montreal to participate in the Summit with 90 other young adults from around the world. She attended the School of Environmental Studies, located in Apple Valley, for high school and went to St. Olaf College. 

Youth from Iceland to South Africa, with diverse education and professional training, will come together to create a cohesive youth message. (For a quick look at bios and photos of participants go to www.beyondkyoto.org and click on Summit Team) 

What: The Youth Summit is a four-day event where 90 participants will discuss how younger generations feel about global warming in their communities. Once synthesizing their different perspectives, they will create a Youth Declaration. This declaration will be presented to the entire U.N. Delegation to remind them that young people today will have to live and cope with the adverse effects of global warming. This declaration will give youth a voice in the negotiations and ensure a well-rounded conference. 

Dahl has the opportunity to hear stories of how global warming is already affecting communities around the world (e.g., northern arctic regions of Canada, sub-Sahara Africa, Florida etc.)

When: November 24-28, 2005 [the four days preceding the U.N. Negotiations]

Why/News Hook:

-Local woman was chosen to be one of 90 participants (and one of eight Americans) from all over the world to attend the Youth Summit and create a Youth Declaration. She is representing young people of the upper Midwest.

-Global warming will have profound impacts on Minnesota ecosystems, economies, families, and public health. All of these impacts will be shouldered by younger generations, yet somehow youth are less often mentioned in global warming coverage.  The time to act is now. 

-A strong movement among young people to slow global warming is swelling within the Twin Cities and greater Minnesota. Colleges around the state are participating in the Campus Climate Challenge and are doing parallel events on campus during the conference, including Macalester and St. Olaf Colleges. Rolling Stone recently covered these efforts and a coalition for this movement called Energy Action. 

Other Story Ideas Surrounding the U.N. Climate Change Conference:

1. This story could be focused on from the environmental justice perspective. Addressing how communities of color are most affected by global warming. 

2. Local Lutheran pastor, Reverend Dennis Ormseth, will be one of five U.S. congregational leaders to participate in an event addressing “Congregations caring for creation”. 

3. Governor Tim Pawlenty was invited to go to the conference to meet with the CEO’s of large corporations from all over the world. Why didn’t he go? How has Minnesota lost out on significant business opportunities since he failed to go?

4. Solutions to global warming are good for business. How can Minnesota economies prosper while fighting global warming? What can be done in the Twin Cities to ensure that Minnesota leads clean energy markets?
**** Lindsay Dahl will be available for live interviews during the conference. She can call in and do an on the air interview, or a follow up story once she returns.
