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APPLICATION FOR GYCA’s Intensive E-Course: Get Ready for IAC 2006 – Course I
Please submit by Thursday, December 1, 2005 (no exceptions!)
As part of GYCA’s capacity building initiatives and preparing for the next IAC, we are pleased to offer an intensive 3-week Toronto Prep Course with the following objectives: 

· To educate about the different ways to meaningfully participate in the IAC and how to submit an effective proposal in order to present your work  

· To help you understand the importance of showcasing your work, particularly in political advocacy

· To teach about diverse ways to obtain funding to attend the IAC

· To provide information on what to expect at the IAC and how to enhance your experience there

The course will take 3 weeks and at least 4 hours/week. Participants are expected to be dedicated and committed to the course. Participants are expected to complete the course with an abstract or proposal to be submitted to the IAC. The course is solely for people who have researched the www.aids2006.org website and understand the existing options for them to attend the conference. 
Criteria for a certificate of course completion is as follows: 
Submit answers to weekly questions by the end of each week in order to complete their final project plan. 
Meaningfully contribute to the e-forum at least once for each discussion topic (there will be 1-3 topics assigned per week) 
Final proposal should be completed (i.e. abstract, non-abstract session, cultural programme, skills-building session or Global Village) 
It is crucial that if you are considering applying, you must be devoted to follow up post-course on a weekly basis. It is important that you stay in contact with your facilitators about the progress of implementing the information you learned. One of the outcomes of GYCA's e-course will be effective proposals for particular activities at the International AIDS Conference. You will be able to apply for one or more of the following: abstract, non-abstract. Cultural programme, skills building session or Global Village). Facilitators will individually advise participants who show genuine interest in meaningful participation at the IAC. Therefore, please take this seriously! 
Consider these points:
Will you be travelling at any point during the course period to areas with no internet access?
Are you involved with time-consuming projects or work?
Do you have serious work commitments that might prevent you from applying to the IAC?
Do you have internet access for less than 6 hours per week?
If you answered yes to one or more of the questions above, you will know that you are not eligible to take the course. The deadline for submission of application is Thursday, December 1, 2005. Participants will be notified on Friday, Dec. 2 when the course begins. Please fill out the attached application if you are interested and answered no to the above questions.  Send it to IACcourse@youthaidscoalition.org. 
Last Name: 

First Name: 

Age: 
Gender:
City and Country: 

Affiliated Organization: 

Your Postal Address (either your organization

Or your own – whichever accepts your post mail):

What is the best telephone number

at which you can be reached? :

(Please provide Full country + city code)

Your role in the organization: 

Email Address (please give the one that you will use for the duration of the course and beyond. Email Address MUST BE THE SAME ADDRESS YOU USE AS A TIG MEMER):

Do you have a TIG username and password? (It is mandatory for you to have one and make sure it works!)

You have to be a GYCA member! (Join by going to www.youthaidscoalition.org/join.html)

Are you?
1) Please share why you are interested in taking this course and what you expect to learn from it? (list at least 3 reasons for taking the course and please provide expected outcomes)

2) Have you ever had an abstract or proposal accepted to an International AIDS Conference before? If so, which conference and what was the proposal?
3) A) How do you intend to benefit from presenting your work at the IAC in Toronto? ( at least 3 reasons)
B) How might your organization benefit from your attendance?

4) Do you have a specific category for which you’d like to submit a proposal to? 

Choose from the following: abstract, non-abstract, skills-building session, Global Village, Cultural Programme. ( You should research what you can find on www.aids2006.org before answering this question)

Why this category?

5) Have you taken an e-course before? If so, please share both positive and negative feedback   

 about the course. 

6) Do you have internet access and how often? OR could you arrange email AND web access for the 3 week period of the course? 

7) Will you have internet access after the 3 week duration of the course? 

8) Will you be willing to communicate with a facilitator about the progress of post-course follow up? (on an on-going basis – either via email, chat or phone)

Feedback regarding this application form (optional): Did you find it difficult to complete this form because of the language used? Is there anything else you would like to tell us about this form?

MEET THE INSTRUCTORS:
Luis A. Davila Ortega: Luis is a strong believer on the power that active youth can have in their communities, by becoming engaged, organized and motivated. He has become an advocate for creating safe spaces for youth participation at all levels of decision-making and has addressed dozens of international events on the subject. He has also worked with governments such as the regional government of Nuevo Leon in Mexico and the National Assembly of Wales, fostering networking and collaboration among youth organizations. 


Luis is currently the Associate Director for the Global Youth Action Network (GYAN) at its headquarters in New York City. He is responsible for GYAN’s programmatic and regional/national engagement, as well as staff management at GYAN HQ. Luis is also the international coordinator for Global Youth Service Day (GYSD), the largest celebration of youth volunteers in the world. Luis was previously responsible for maintaining GYAN’s relationship with the UN system. 

Luis was born in Venezuela and lived in the Netherlands Antilles for 5 years. He has a BS (Cum Laude) in Diplomacy and International Relations from Seton Hall University (USA), and graduate coursework from the University of Ghent (Belgium), Charles University (Czech Republic) and the University of Bolzano (Italy). Luis is currently fluent in English, Spanish and Papiamento and has a good understanding of Italian, French and Dutch.

Lyudmila Gorokhovich (Mila):

Mila is a Co-Founder of the Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS and was instrumental in the development of the Coalition as a youth participant at the Bangkok IAC in 2004, where she presented a poster presentation on successful college activism on HIV/AIDS in the US. Since 2004, she has continued assisting with the GYCA’s development and continues to do so as a project officer out of the Global Youth Action Network. Mila has been working on HIV/AIDS for several years as an active member of Columbia Global Justice (Columbia University’s student HIV/AIDS organization), Oxford Stop AIDS and as part of the Student Global AIDS Campaign (US). She has extensive work experience in HIV/AIDS policy in the US and internationally, including at the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, CHAMP (Community HIV/AIDS Mobilization Project working on AIDS outreach in the United States), and the Virginia Gildersleeve International Fund,  

Mila has academic and grassroots expertise on HIV/AIDS policy, epidemiology, and activism, both in the United States as well as in India, Ukraine and South Africa. Mila has recently completed a year at Oxford University, where she prepared research papers on HIV/AIDS and Human Rights, and will obtain her B.A. in Economics and Human Rights this year from Barnard College, Columbia University. She is from Odessa, Ukraine and speaks Russian, conversational Italian and aims to conquer French by the end of this year. 
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