Dear GYCA members,

Many of you have been inquiring about ways to attend the bi-annual 16th International AIDS Conference (IAC) to be held in Toronto, Canada during August 13-18 2006. For those of you who attended Bangkok, we have certainly come a long way! Please read this entire letter for information on how we’ll be preparing for the IAC.

As part of GYCA’s capacity building initiatives and preparing for the next IAC, we are pleased to offer an intensive 3-week Toronto Prep Course with the following objectives: 

· To educate about the different ways to meaningfully participate in the IAC and how to submit an effective proposal in order to present your work  

· To help you understand the importance of showcasing your work, particularly in political advocacy

· To teach about diverse ways to obtain funding to attend the IAC

· To provide information on what to expect at the IAC and how to enhance your experience there

This course will be offered on a monthly basis during the months leading up to Toronto. Currently, the course is scheduled to take place during the following dates:

Dec. 2 (Friday) – Dec 23 (Friday) 

Dec. 21 (Wed) – Jan. 11 (Wed)

Jan. 10 (Wed)  – Jan 31 (Wed)

Jan 30 (Mon) – Feb 20 (Mon)

The course is geared for people who would like to meaningfully participate in the conference – this means that you have work that you’d like to showcase at the conference and that the conference would make a significant positive impact on your current work. 

Each course will consist of 25 participants and will require 3 hours/week of studying on average. At the end of the course, participants will be expected to submit a proposal (either – for an abstract, non-abstract session, skills-building session, Global Village booth and/or Cultural Programme) to the IAS. Acceptance to the course will be on a first-come first-serve basis based on the preparedness of the applicant. Only those applicants who are selected for the course will be notified.

For the first course to begin on Dec. 2 (Friday), please submit your application by Thursday, December 1 to IACcourse@youthaidscoalition.org. You will know about your admission status on the start of the course. If you do not hear from us, that means you were not selected for the first course but you’re free to apply to the other three courses.  

Before looking at the attached application, please consider the following resources and deadlines dates:
IMPORTANT DEADLINES APPLICABLE TO YOUTH

 (available on www.aids2006.org) 

· Abstracts – poster, poster presentation or oral presentation: due February 22, 2006. 

Late Abstracts : Accepted from May 29, 2006 – June 12, 2006

For more info : http://www.aids2006.org/mainpage.aspx?pageId=265
· Non-Abstract Sessions  - presentation of research, successful programming, etc: due December 31, 2005

For more info : http://www.aids2006.org/subpage.aspx?pageId=351 

· Skills-Building Workshops : due February 22, 2006 

   
For more info : http://www.aids2006.org/subpage.aspx?pageId=290
· Global Village  - an international gathering place with displays of culture, food, community, theatre, activities, and a marketplace. This is for members of civil society (delegates and local Canadian community) : due March 15, 2006
For more info : http://www.aids2006.org/subpage.aspx?pageId=367

· Cultural Programme – activities/performances that demonstrate HIV/AIDS-related topics through culture and art in all forms including film and video, visual art, theatre, poetry, dance, music and other creative pursuits : To Be Announced
· For more info : http://www.aids2006.org/subpage.aspx?pageId=363
*** You can apply to more than one program***

Scholarships :

All scholarship information is available here : http://www.aids2006.org/mainpage.aspx?pageId=271
The IAS is making great improvements in providing a much larger number of scholarships for 2006 compared to previous IACs. 1,200 scholarships will be distributed ! 

Deadline – February 22, 2006

You can apply for a scholarship to attend whether you will or will not submit to present. 
Volunteering:
If you are a local Canadian youth, you will have the opportunity to be at the conference as a volunteer. Look out for forthcoming information to volunteer in Canada. 
Current Resources:

· To help you write abstracts, the IAS offers an Abstract Mentoring Online Guide that will review your abstract before you submit the final draft. You can read more about it here : http://www.aids2006.org/mainpage.aspx?pageId=265
This page also provides information about guidelines – please review these carefully before submitting any abstract

· GYCA will proofread abstracts and proposals on a one-on-one basis during the months leading up to Toronto. Should you have a proposal or abstract already created, please feel free to have us proofread it before you send it. Please be aware that this is to further assist you *after* you have made use of the available online tools. Abstracts and proposals that don’t follow the IAS guidelines will not be looked at. Please send to info@youthaidscoalition.org.

· ‘From Concept to Critical Discussion’ – a toolkit developed by John Miller for the Coalition of Children Affected by HIV/AIDS, specifically for people writing abstracts for 2006.  This guide is available on http://www.aids2006.org/subpage.aspx?pageId=289
What about the Pre-Conference?

Opportunities to be involved with the pre-conference will be distributed in January. We are currently in the fundraising process of planning for the pre-conference and mobilizing the Toronto Youth Force. 
