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Inaugural Conference for Young Political Leaders 

In Asia and Europe (9th Asia-Europe Young Leaders Symposium)

Theme: Role of the Youth in Further Revitalising and

Substantiating the Asia-Europe Partnership
PRACTICAL INFORMATION

	All-China Youth Federaion

Ms. Dong Xia

Tel : +86 10 8521 2163

Mobile: +86 13501029146
Email: four@acyf.org.cn, acyf@263.net

	Asia-Europe Foundation

Katerina Ragoussi
Tel : +65 6874 9714
Email: katerina@asef.org



CONFERENCE VENUE AND ACCOMMODATION

Beijing:   Asia Hotel

Add：8 Xinzhong Xijie, Gongti Beilu, Beijing, China
Tel：(86) 10 65007788
Fax：(86) 10 65008001
Post Code：100027
E-mail：business@bj-asiahotel.com.cn
Tianjin:    Sheraton Tianjin Hotel 
Add: Zijinshan Road,Hexi District, 300074 Tianjin 
Tel: (86-22)23343388 
Fax: (86-22)23358740

ARRIVAL

Participants shall be expected to arrive on Sunday, 20 November 2005 

Participants and observers who will be arriving on November 20th shall be welcomed upon their arrival at the Beijing Capital Airport by staff from the All-China Youth Federation. A shuttle bus from the Asia Hotel will be waiting to transport them to the hotel venue. For the coordination of that, we ask you to send us your flight itinerary (arrival time, departure time, fight number) as soon as possible. 

For participants who will be arriving on November 19th and 21st, we recommend you to take a taxi and we will reimburse the fare after submission of the receipt. 
For those who will be arriving on other days, please cover your own transportation to the conference venue.

Please keep the following note with you at all times, in order to show to the Taxi drivers if needed:
	Take me to the Asia Hotel.

我去亚洲大酒店。


PASSPORT AND VISA 

All participants entering China need a visa. The rules vary depending on the participant’s country of origin. Information regarding Chinese immigration policies can be obtained at the Chinese Embassies in the participants’ respective countries. 

In order to assist you for the Visa process, we will send you a formal invitation letter to present at your Embassy or Consulate, as soon as you confirm your participation to the Conference.

Please note that all participants are always required to carry a passport with them at all times in China.

CONFIRMATION OF AIRTICKETS
Please remember to reconfirm your air ticket at the hotel business center upon your arrival in Beijing.
REGISTRATION

We will welcome you at the registration desk at the hotel on 20th November from 8.00 hours onwards. After registering, you will receive a badge and an information package containing all details on the conference.
TRAVEL INSURANCE

You are strongly advised to buy your insurance prior to your departure from home.
FOOD AND ACCOMMODATION

The organisers will cover your food and accommodation during the conference from 20th to 26th November. Departures should be arranged for Saturday 26 November.

At most occasions, buffet meals will be provided. During the buffet, names of the dishes will be stated beside the dish and special food (halal or vegetarian) will always be included. For formal dinners there will also be special food provided.

As far as personal expenses are concerned, like telephone calls, laundry, room services and mini bar, they will have to be covered by participants themselves.

FOREIGN EXCHANGE & BANKING FACILITIES:

The Chinese currency is Renminbi Yuan (RMB Yuan). Most internationally accepted foreign currencies and traveler’s cheques can be converted conveniently at commercial banks, hotels and airports. Currently, the approximate US$ - RMB Yuan exchange rate is 1US$ =8.1 RMB Yuan. The approximate Euro - RMB Yuan exchange rate is 1 Euro = 9.8 RMB Yuan. Credit cards are accepted at most hotels, restaurants and major shops. Bank hours in China are from 9:00 – 17:00 hrs.

COST OF LIVING

China comparatively to other countries has a low cost of living. Some examples:

· Meal costs vary from as simple as RMB 10 for a noodle to hearty dinner at RMB 60.

· Average costs for a one-night stay at a three to four-star hotel may range between RMB 300 to as much as RMB 650.

CLIMATE

The climate in Beijing and Tianjin is very similar. Both cities will be entering the winter season in November and the weather will become dry and cold. Temperatures should vary between 0°C and 10°C during the conference. Bilingual weather information can be obtained if you dial 121 in Beijing.
CLOTHING AND DRESS CODE

Participants are advised to pack warm clothing suitable for sub-tropical winter. The conference rooms are air-conditioned, so please bring a light jacket. 

The dress code for the event is formal. Participants should however, prepare casual dresses for field visits.

Traditional costumes would be very welcome during the cultural evening and the banquets. 

COURTESY

All participants should show courtesy and respect to the organising team, Chairpersons, Staff, Advisors, Guests and other participants. When activities start we do not allow smoking or drinking alcohol. There will be enough time to smoke during breaks.

MEDICATION

You may wish to bring with you some basic medical supplies. It is worth having your own basic medicine kit, such as mild painkillers like aspirin / paracetamol, cold and flu tablets, and any other special medications that you may require. If you are currently on medication, please bring an adequate supply since the drugs prescribed to you may not be available locally.  

TELEPHONES

Country code: +86
Area code for Beijing: 10, for Tianjin: 22

Participants can make phone calls in their accommodation (Fees have to be covered by participants themselves). Phone card operated phones can be found on streets sides and many hotel lobbies and shopping malls. Phone cards are widely available and may be purchased at RMB 50, 100, and 300. 

For international calls, dial (00), followed by the country code, area code, and then the number.

For domestic calls within China, dial (0), followed by the area code, and then the number.

For calls within Beijing, and Tianjin, dial direct (no area code needed).

EMAIL AND INTERNET ACCESS

Participants will be able to get access to Internet in the ‘business center’ of the hotel or in the room. In Beijing, the charge for Internet access at the business center is 2 RMB Yuan per minute. You can also get access the Internet in the room. The charges are 0.8 RMB Yuan per minute, plus 15% extra charge, or 80 RMB Yuan per day. In Tianjin, the charge for Internet access in the room is 20 RMB Yuan per day. The cost has to be borne by participants themselves.

TIME ZONE

GMT +8

ELECTRICITY

220 V, 50 Hz to 60Hz, outlets usually take in 2-pin or 3-pin square, so an adaptor may be necessary.

EMERGENCIES

Should an emergency occur please first contact a member of the conference secretariat. 

The following phone numbers of emergency are provided in case of acute emergency:

Fire Emergency: 119  / Police: 110  / Health Emergency: 112  / Telephone Directory: 114
TOUR INFORMATION
Beijing:

King Wu was the first to declare Beijing the capital city in 1057 BC. Subsequently, the city has gone by the names of Ji, Zhongdu, Dadu, and finally Beijing when the Ming Dynasty Emperor ChengZu chose the name in 1421. Beijing was also known as Peking by the Western world before 1949. Beijing City is an independently administered municipal district. It is situated in the northeastern part of China at an elevation of 43.5m above sea level. The climate in Beijing is of the continental type, with cold and dry winters and hot summers. January is the coldest month, while July the warmest. Beijing has a whole area of 16808 sq km (about 6500 sq mi), stretching 160 kilometres from east to west and over 180 kilometres north to south. It has 18 districts and counties with Dongcheng, Xicheng, Xuanwu, Chongwen, Chaoyang, Haidian, Fengtai and Shijingshan in the surburbs and Fangshan, Mengtougou, Changping, Tongxian, Shunyi, Daxing, Huairou, Miyun, Pinggu and Yianqing in the outer suburbs. Population in Beijing is about 12 million. Now Beijing is the cultural and political center of China as well as a world tourist attraction. Should you want to know more about Beijing, please visit the website: http://www.beijingpage.com/
Tianjin:
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Tianjin is one of the four municipalities directly under the Central Government in China. It is located in the northeast part of the North China Plain and is the closest seaport to Beijing. The city is one of the biggest industrial and port cities in China and is also known as "the diamond of the Bohai Gulf". Tianjin covers an area of 11,000 square kilometers (4,200 square miles) and has a population in excess of 10 million people. Tianjin lies in a temperate zone and it enjoys four distinct seasons a year. The average yearly temperature is only 13°C with hot summers (in July the temperature can be higher than 26°C) and freezing temperatures in January. The best periods to visit Tianjin are spring and autumn when pleasant temperatures can be expected. Tianjin has a long and illustrious history, from an ordinary fishing village to the most important trade center in Northern China. Tianjin was considered to be one of China's most important military fortresses in the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368) due to its particular geographic location as access point to Beijing, the national capital. Its name "Tianjin" was graciously bestowed by the Emperor Zhudi in the early years of the Ming Dynasty (1368 - 1644). Tianjin means "the place where the emperor crossed the river". In 1860, after the First Opium War, Tianjin was further expanded to become the second largest business and communications center in the country. By the end of the 19th century, it had grown into a bustling center for international commerce. Should you want to know more about Beijing, please visit the website: http://www.travelchinaguide.com/cityguides/tianjin/index.htm
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20-26 November 2005


Beijing and Tianjin, China








