Hello,
I have answered the survey to my best of understanding.Do let me know if you are not satisfied.I am a child activist who mclocked 11 yeara on 28 02 2006.GOLDMARK
FROM GOLDMARK OWOOLA-ADEOJO/LAGOS,NIGERIA
livealivefoundation@yahoo.com

A STICH IN TIME, Lagos State, Nigeria West Africa. 
Why waiting till a child is 15-18 before telling him about HIV/AIDS
INABILITY of the elders to carry the kids along in the gospel of HIV/AIDS eradication, thinking they are too young to reason like them. A kid got infected while sharpening his pencil with razor blade. 

 
1.         (LOCAL) Grassroots, Community people and also school children in both primary and secondary schools.

2.         Creating awareness by using arts medium i.e songs, dance, chit-chat. â€“ Because some people donâ€™t believe HIV/AIDS is real.  (2) Kids are left out; (3) And majority of the NGOâ€™s go to high places using big grammar in a tensed atmosphere.

3.         What is expected is for people to be careful, be aware and change their behavior.

4.         3.6 million people are living with HIV/AIDS, 290,000 children in Nigeria are living with it. Women account for more than half of the victims. Nigeria has the highest number of HIV/AIDS orphans. Culturally, many people think HIV/AIDS is a myth. Socially, some think it can be contacted only through sex. But virgins and unborn babies are being infected.

 
Relations rather than seek medical intervention on time, 80% victims go to churches and spiritualists to seek for cure which never came.

 
5.         The process is to create proper awareness especially in open places and local areas in the language they will understand. Majority of those living in big cities have their roots in rural areas. And often they go there for  relaxation/events. I go out with rented band(s) who will drum for all to dance before talking to them. Occasionally, we go back again to know how far the seed sown have grown.

      

-           Because I read a lot and go to events, I make 90% of decisions in my organisation. But my mother who is a journalist perfect them for me especially the usage of grammar. But luckily I donâ€™t go to open places with script but with my MOUTh & BOLDNESS to face people. It is youth led. 

-           I take most decisions as it is my own idea to establish the organization and based on experiences in the society. But recently, I have had supports from few elders whom I have touched their lives. It is a new idea. 

-           People should not be forced to be talked to, not be forced to be tested etc. But music and dance relaxes the mood thus compelling people to be interested.

In your vision/mission.

The measure taken to sustain it is to take note of comments coming from our audience(s). More so, no fund from anywhere, the support and positive impact from our events are encouraging.

6.         Iju-Ishaga Open Forum was facilitated by me. The money for the band and leaflets were from my savings. More than 1,000 people participated. 3 people from my group (excluding the band). So far it was a big and a busy bus stop; many people listened and raised questions.

Ages range from 5 years to 60 years. All sorts of people, students, artisans, drivers, bus conductors etc.

November 2005. Follow up will be in April during Easter festival.

Prevention Work.

1.         SKILLS NEEDED â€“ PEER EDUCATION
2.         â€“ meeting space, local band, film shows, fuel, administrative.

We have not elaborated our work due to funding. Most of our works are self sponsored. And all the staff are either part time or volunteers.

3.         No indicator yet. But (any) are welcome. Between 2005 to January 2006, more than 67 people have been encouraged to go for HIV/AIDS test. And about 35 of them requested we follow them to the testing centers.

4.         Yes, our project contributed to changes of many people. In Nigeria, adults do many things for childrenâ€™s sake. Whenever I mount the podium or hold the microphone to speak; most do listen to me because of my age.

5.         Even whenever I go to hospitals and motor parks for counselingâ€™s, they prefer to listen to me than my mother who has own her own NGO and has  been working on HIV/AIDS since 1989. People using unsterilised equipment to do local manicure/pedicure were rampant before, now it is rare. Usage of blade to sharpen pencil is decreasing .Teachers are  now more committed.

I have received invitations to come and talk to groups of adults at their meetings due to former shows. People coming privately after each awareness rally/show are increasing. One of my uncles did not just reduce his girl friends to 3, out of 10, he has promised to go for HIV test in April after two years of discussions.

 
Our process of examine work is to go back there after three months. Also, text messages and telephone calls are increasing.

Yes, it is the changes I want to achieve because it is something for people to be aware; It is another thing for people to behave well. And it is quite another thing for them to feel concern. People are believing it is real. And they believe if a 10 year old child can come out openly not minding what people will say about her; then, they are ready for a change.

 
It is free will. We donâ€™t induce people with money or gift. Other youths are not just changing, but they want to join this crusade â€“ Awareness, prevention and VCT.

            
6.         It is important that it is youth led because youths are the nationâ€™ asset. Also, as adults donâ€™t carry us along in decisions making; leading this train has really reduced the stigma, open peoples eyes as  well discovered other youths who are genuinely interested. Inclusion of kids will reduce HIV/AIDS.

7.         Most people will not feel concerned if it is not youth led, after all I do follow my mother & her colleagues to rally/campaigns. I hear what people say. And I see the audience lack of commitment towards HIV/AIDS believing it is not real. But when it is time for me to talk, all ears are willing to hear me.

 

 

My project is different because we donâ€™t force people, we donâ€™t bribe, though no assistance from government or anywhere; people still invite and even ready to bear the half of the cost. Because there have been an impact. More so, kiddies are not involved in a crusade like this.

8.         First problem is that people think for a child to be involved in this, she must be HIV positive. You know the stigma. My mother felt I should not be too much involved due to her own experience, but when she saw my determination, she is now one of my followers. 

 

No fund to carry out most of my projects especially the radio and television show.

CHALLENGES: Convincing people to listen and stop them from bad ways.

The boldness in me and ability not to force anything on people has helped. My innocent look and imbibing the African culture of â€œRESPECTING THE ELDERS/YOUTHS have helped.   I also study the mood and the current event.

 

I look forward for partnership.

 

Name: Goldmark Owoola-Adeojo

Age:11 years on Feb.28 2006

      Organisation;LIVE A LIVE FOUNDATION

Role in organization: Founder/CEO/awareness person

            E mail Adress:livealivefoundation@yahoo.com

Phone number:234 1 805-1981-469

                              234 1 7608302

Mailing address:5 Oni Crescent,Iju-Ishaga LAGOS(Station bus stop)

