
OIYP GYCA Case Study Survey 

(See above for instructions)

Please limit your survey to 2-4 pages total, single spaced, in font 12. Please do not write in all Caps [CAPS]

Name of person filling out survey: Kunle Joseph Odeyemi

Age: 19

Organization: The Youth Health and Information Initiative (YHII)

Role in organization: Youth Coordinator

Email Address: kunle4u2k3@yahoo.com, toritemi@yahoo.com 

Phone Number: 234 802 518 2866

Mailing Address: P.O Box 214, Kano, Nigeria

Website (if available):

Title: “The Youth Health Initiative” Country: Nigeria (West Africa) State: Kano (North-west, Nigeria)

1) Summary of the practice: The Mission Statement of this Initiative is “ To Improve and upgrade the quality of Youth Health” 

The Goal of the Initiative: - To improve youth health irrespective of their sexual behavior and control the spread of HIV/AIDS

- To train 120 Peer Health Educators on Bayero University Campus in Kano, Nigeria

2) Level of intervention: Target Audience are youths (university undergraduates)

3) Problem addressed: These Initiative was designed to tackle the prevalence of HIV/AIDS on Nigerian University Campuses and reduce the rate of risk behaviors on our tertiary institution

4) Purpose of intervention: This Intervention Program targets at:

a. reducing the rate of HIV/AIDS increase on University campuses

b. Training a handful of peer educators who can in turn reach as many youths in their various communities on information regarding reducing their risk behaviors as this can to a large extent reduce the rate of HIV/AIDS and they can interns live healthy lives.

5) Context: In the Northern region of Nigeria many youths have little or no information about what HIV/AIDS is, many do not still believe it exist, while others do not totally care about it, they believe that whether you have unprotected sexual relations or not, if it is written that you will be infected by HIV then you have to be infected, so they care about themselves when they are diagnosed HIV positive and do not hesitate to spread it indiscriminately. In this part of Nigeria an average of about 23-23.9% of the youth population are HIV positive (4000-5500 youth) while these same number of youth constitute the largest population of HIV persons in that area. HIV spreads at a rate of 5-8% per day making it all the more necessary to do something quikly to halt these exponential spread. In a survey conducted by this Initiative, a total of 119 out of 131 youth said that their basic reason for having a girl or boyfriend is to show all forms of “Love” and ultimately to have Sex.

6) History and process: This Initiative used a youth-based approach that facilitated involvement of youth in tiny pockets of debates, quiz etc. to bring youth together and as well identify youth that can practically interested in the mission of the program and also youths who are willing to contribute to the success of the program. The Initiative particularly involves some organizations that work in the aspect of Adolescent reproductive health. The organizations support the initiative and are also involved in program implementation as well as some sort of monitoring and evaluation.

   The Youths Coordinator and the program assistant coordinate the work of the initiative but every youth member is involved in the decision making process.

7) Steps in implementation: The Initiative generates its present meager fund through its member’s contribution as well in-kind support from organizations and individuals. Activities involved in this initiative include:

· Advocacy (to school authority and to government authorities)

· Workshops (the youth coordinator, program assistant, and resource persons from health institutions, NGOs, CSOs Facilitate sessions) while selected youth (students are participants). The first workshop was held on the 14th &15th, at the old campus 22 students attended, 14 males and 8 females it was held in the school hall and there would be another workshop at the new campus sometimes in September. Follow ups are made at monthly meeting held with all participant to know how far trained peer educators are doing and what sort of support they will need.  The Initiatives work is primarily on Prevention of HIV/AIDS.

· Conferences. (the youth coordinator attended the international conference on AIDS and STI’s in Africa (ICASA 2005) as a presenter and the program assistant as a participant)

· Exchange visits (Visits to other organizations to see the kind of work they do)

8) Resources required for the practice: The Initiative still needs:

i. Training materials


ii. Facilitation and communication skills for peer educators

iii. Financial resources (Volunteer allowance, fuel, administration, logistics etc.)

iv. Training on monitoring and evaluation as well as grant writing

To run a workshop a total of 9900 Naira = 61US dollars is used

For Logistics 


   4800 Naira = 30 US dollars is used

Total                                      14700 Naira= 91 US dollars 

The Human Resource used includes:

· Volunteers  (7 Persons)

· Resource persons. (2 Persons)

· Initiatives member  (14 person)

No group is paid salaries or allowances yet.

9) Indicators for monitoring:-No. of Peer educators trained

· Workshops conducted

· no. of volunteers

10) Impact: To through the initiative reach many students and change their risk behaviors as well as develop leadership skills in them

11) Role of Youth: The Initiative a youth-led one, so the youth play a very central role in achieving the goals of the Initiatives

12) Challenges and pitfalls: Financial constraints, Resource materials are the major need. Convincing youth to change their age long behavior can be daunting but properly implementing this Initiative can achieve considerable tremendous result 

13) Critical issues and lessons learnt: Some Critical issues include:

· Religion and HIV (opinion leader of the community would be involved to look into this).

· Environment and Reproductive health( success can be recorded in this respect if adequate attention is paid on involving people at the grassroots, this initiative is doing just that)

 The Youth is the basic foundation of a developed and healthy nation but if these youths are threatened by this deadly scourge, but if the youth are well utilized and the strength channeled purposefully a lot can be achieved.
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