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INTRODUCTION
According to the UN, by the year 2005, 55% of the world’s population will be below the age of thirty.

The young Asian is constantly growing, innovating and developing in the era of globalization which is uncertain, unpredictable, and unstable and so forth.  It is time for Asian and Europe Youth to meet and to collaborate towards cooperation, understanding and strengthening friendship for world peace and stability.  In this contact, Brunei Youth Council (BYC) with the cooperation from Youth and Sport Department, Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports – are very pleased to host the ASEM Youth Dialogue and cordially invite the ASEM Youth to participate to make and lead better decisions and outcomes in many important areas affecting young people’s life.  Youth participation has to be a priority to be fostered at all levels and youth organizations have to be really recognized as vital components to society, local, regional and global societies as a whole.  Indeed there is wisdom in bringing together the young people of enhancing awareness and cooperation through an exchange of views, ideas and experiences.

OBJECTIVES
The objectives of ASEM Youth Dialogue 2006 are:-

1. To provide a platform for youth leaders and youth activists to meet, exchange ideas,         network and enhance cooperation and coordination among the youth of ASEM countries.

2. To bridge the gap of differences and indifferents between the ASEM Youth.

3. Building for a better future for the world and its people through improved relations and better understanding towards peace stability. 

WHAT IS ASEM?
ASEM is an informal dialogue process that was launched by the Heads of Governments of 25 countries in Asia and Europe as well as the President of the European Commission in March 1996 to forge a stronger partnership between Asia and Europe that is based on equal partnership, mutual respect and mutual benefit.  The three pillars of the ASEM dialogue process – which extends beyond the political and official levels and encompasses the business and people sectors of the two regions – are political dialogue on regional and global issues, enhanced economic co-operation and co-operation in the social, cultural and educational fields.
WHO ARE THE ASEM PARTNERS
From Asia : Brunei, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

From Europe : Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and United Kingdom.

VENUES / DATE

ASEM Youth Dialogue shall be held from 9-12 May, 2006 at International Convention Centre, Brunei Darussalam.  Details on the hotels and venues shall be provided at the later date.

PROGRAMME
Participants are expected to arrive on 8 May 2006 and should schedule their departure on 13 May 2006.  

The programme involves a combination of plenary and working group sessions and dialogue with the penal members.  Interaction among the participants is emphasized and adequate time will be allocated for discussions in the workshops among the participants.

Participants will be divided into separate working groups to engage in depth discussions on issues that would be identified as youth priorities.  Inputs from the working groups shall contribute to a Report and Resolutions.

A Social / Cultural programme is organised to enable the participants to learn and know about local culture and history of the host country.  Field trip and educational visits to a high institution will be arranged.

CRITERIA FOR PARTICIPATION
The ASEM Youth Dialogue is open to youth leaders and youth activists aged between 18-30 years old.  Two delegates from each of ASEM member countries.  Participants must be proficient in English which is the official language of the dialogue.
FEES AND OTHER EXPENSES

There is no participation fee for the ASEM Youth Dialogue.  BYC will cater for the accommodation, food and transportation.  All participants are however requested to pay for their travel costs to Bandar Seri Begawan – Brunei Darussalam.  Note that the accommodation is twin-sharing in all cases.

Foreign participants will be provided with transport from the airport to the hotel and other related transport requirements – Food shall be provided according to the hotel menu.  Provisions will be made for those needing vegetarians, Halal or any other special food.  Local participants will need to make their own way to the meeting venue.  The organizers will only provide conference facilities to local residents.

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE

All participants must arrive on Monday. 8 May 2006 and depart on Saturday, 13 May 2006.  BYC will not provide accommodation, food or transport outside these dates.  Please ensure that you provide us with your flight information as soon as possible to ensure timely airport transportation – Late confirmation may result in failure to accommodate your requirements in this regard.

DRESS
Formal clothing is recommended for all events.  National dress may also be worn.  The weather is expected to be rainy daily this season.  Warm clothing may be required for indoors, which be air-conditioned and therefore sometimes chilly.

MONEY
Brunei Ringgit is the official currency of Brunei – This is pegged at the rate of 1.6 to one US and    3 to ₤ (Pound).  You are recommended to bring US dollars, British Pounds or other major currencies which will be accepted.

TIME ZONE
Brunei Darussalam Standard Time is 8 hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time (GMT +8)
WORKING HOURS
Working hours and days for all government ministries and departments in Brunei Darussalam are from 7.45 am to 1215 pm and from 13.30pm to 16.30pm daily from Mondays to Thursdays and Saturdays except Fridays and Sundays (Public Holiday).
APPLICATION

Interested parties should send the complete registration form attached not later than 30th April 2006.  Information on the ASEM Youth Dialogue, including the application form and general inquiries should be sent to the following contacts:-





Brunei Youth Council
No: 8, Block C3,

Anggerek Desa Flat, Simpang 32-5,

Kg. Anggerek Desa, Berakas B, 

BB3786, Brunei Darussalam.

      or

Youth and Sports Department

Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports,

Simpang 336-17,

Jalan Kebangsaan, 

Bandar Seri Begawan BC4415,

Brunei Darussalam.

Tel

:
673 2381903/4/5

Direct Line
:
673 2380230

Fax

:
673 2381524

E-mail

:
jbsbelia@brunet.bn
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