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Caribbean Regional Office

12th April 2006 
Minutes of UNFPA/GYCA—Caribbean Introductory Meeting held Monday 10th April 11: 00 am – 12:00 Noon, UNDP Building, 42 Brickdam, Georgetown, Guyana.

The meeting started on time. I expressed heartfelt thanks to Ms. Patrice La Fleur, UNFPA Liaison for meeting with me so readily and provided a background of GYCA formulation, its past and current activities. We talked about GYCA’s 2005 UNGASS report. The UNGASS Brochure was shared. 

Ms. La Fleur provided insights of UNFPA / Guyana intervention. She informed that UNFPA Caribbean Regional Office is based in Jamaica. Mr. Robinson is the Regional Representative and is empowered to sanction partnership and support of initiatives such as those organized and implemented by GYCA. She is of the view that Mr. Robinson would be most willing to partner with GYCA—Caribbean and agreed to send him a report of our meeting. 
UNFPA IN GUYANA

UNFPA is supporting the following projects/activities at the Guyana country level: 

· UNFPA/GoG Ministry of Health is implementing SRH projects throughout Guyana’s 10 administrative regions. The project aims to build the capacity of out-of-school and vulnerable youth with SRH/HIV/AIDS information and services. It is being implemented by the Ministry of Health by Youth Coordinators and will come to an end in June 2006. There are some challenges in reaching the needs of vulnerable youths; 

· A Capacity Building Workshop was held with Guyana Parliamentarians around SRH Issues. Follow-up and evaluation of the workshop is ongoing;   

· Women Affairs Bureau is implementing anti-violence / SRH projects with rural women. This project aims to equip these women with information and skills to protect themselves against domestic violence; 

· University of Guyana, Social Work Unit has conducted a research and several workshops on SRP health targeting young men ages 15-25 years; 

· The Guyana National Bureau of Standards is supported to conduct National Population Census;  

· Guyana Responsible Parenthood Association is supported to provide SRH education and services 
· St Francis Developers an NGO based in Region 6 is implementing a pilot project on Free Female Condom Distribution (very good project)

Follow-Up on Discussion: 

We discussed possibility of support for the following

· A Guyana/Caribbean Youth Delegation to Toronto International AIDS Conference slated for August 2006. The number of youth is to be determined. 

· Inclusion of Youth Leaders in Country Delegation to UNGASS Review, New York in May, 2006 and

· Support for Local Gathering—the bringing together of youths to present abstracts submitted to the Toronto International AIDS Conference, to share information among youth leaders, and to build networks for supporting a national youth response to HIV/AIDS. 
· Support for Caribbean Youth Dialogue on HIV/AIDS organized by the Trinidad & Tobago National Youth Council -- is a forum to promote the interchange of ideas among youth of all the Caribbean [image: image2.jpg]globalyouth coalton on hiv/aids




countries on HIV and AIDS. The dialogue will create a platform for the Caribbean youth to interact with the realities of HIV and AIDS within the region and globally while examining the impact on social structures, crime, employment and developmental issues. The Caribbean youth will share experiences with fellow youth from Namibia, South Africa and Botswana to gain insights into the global realities of the HIV and AIDS pandemic. The number of youth is to be determined. 
· Support for hosting capacity building e-courses in political advocacy, project management. 
The meeting concluded at 12:00 with a promised by Ms. La Fleur to communicate GYCA’s proposal for partnership to UNFPA Caribbean Regional Representative
.  
Sincerely, 
A. Edward Charles

RFP GYCA- Caribbean 

96 Thomas Street, Kitty,

Gorgetown, Guyana

Tel (592) 225-1116

Email: edward@youthaidscoalition.org 










� The Representative has responsibility for 20 English and Dutch speaking countries, islands and territories across the Caribbean region. 
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