Let’s all pay attention...

Delegates and many major groups are often a bit surprised to hear and see youth at CSD. They seem to wonder what young people are doing there. Well, this is why youth is present:

3 Reasons Why CSD14/15 is Important to Youth

1. The issues we discuss today, have great impact on future generations.
Most people that are present at CSD14/15 will not see the consequences
of the decisions taken - like global warming, short-running natural
resources and ecological destruction - but the youth of today will.

2. Walking around in the UN 'dungeons' where CSD is held, the number of
youth present (there are between 75 and 100 youth here at CSD14), makes it
clear that many young people find CSD very important. All of them are
engaged in sustainable development and working hard on the best possible
outcomes. Nevertheless, there are more voices to be heard, especially the voices of 
those that are unequally affected by the problems we discuss today.

3. Last but not least, there are 2.8 billion people under the age of 25
and it will take only a few more years until youth is representing half
of the world's population. Youth is therefore one of the biggest
stakeholders in sustainable development.

4 Reasons Why Youth is Important to CSD

1. Youth have proven to be engaged and effective lobbyists in various
areas of sustainable development, for instance for cheaper fares of
public transportation, environmentally friendly cars and the creation of
youth employment opportunities.

2. The word 'development' implies continuity. It is therefore only
logical to involve youth in the CSD process as this is the only way to
make sure that positive steps take are taken today, will be sustained
and continued in the future.

3. Figuratively, youth are the biggest source of untapped energy and
innovation to address issues of sustainable development. Youth can act
as the conscience of policymakers and politicians, as they tend to see things that are sometimes overlooked by others. And, with their positive thinking and creative
ideas they can put issues on the agenda in a refreshing way. 

4. Besides women, youth are the only major group that is not defined by
social or economic background. The only criteria to be youth is your
age. Therefore youth represent the variety of society within their group
and are qualified most to bring in a more comprehensive view.


We hope, that from now on, when you hear or see youth at CSD, you’ll make sure to keep your eyes and ears open!
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