Youth Caucus Input for Chair’s summary

During last week several governments and major groups made interventions and statements on the crosscutting issues such as education, gender and youth. However, we are afraid that the Chair’s summary will not reflect the things that were said concerning these issues. 

Energy/climate

· Youth, as an interest group, have proven to be convincing peer educators that provide other young people and their communities with insights about energy conscious behavior.
· Lack of capacity and financial means at a local level to transfer knowledge and to educate communities.  
Industrial Development

· Micro finance and micro credits is vital, especially for women, in the development of small and medium enterprises.

· Education is necessary to learn and understand how consumption and production patterns can be adjusted.
General remarks on education

· Education gives people the chance to put things in a broader perspective, which is a prerequisite to make an integrated approach possible. 
· Integrating sustainable development in all areas of education is a very effective way to change patterns of behavior.  
· A constraint regarding education and awareness raising is that in policy matters it is sometimes difficult to align effective measures with the needs of a target group.
Another general remark is that we are concerned that the Chair’s Summary will not reflect any of the ‘Next Steps’ that the vice-chairs asked for during the interactive discussions.   

