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                                                                        Brigid Flaherty
Brigid Flaherty is a social justice fighter, a feminist activist, and a youth organizer. She has dedicated her life to changing the economic, social, and political systems that keep the rich rich, and everyone else on this earth soul-crushingly poor. Her passion for change has led her to work for such amazing organizations as the Mt. Sinai Sexual Assault and Violence Intervention Program where she currently resides as the Program Associate for Operation Guardian. She has worked with the Third Wave Foundation for over 3 years. Her love for youth led her to the Lower East Side Girls Club mentoring program, where she has volunteered her time for over 2 years. In 2005 she was a volunteer for NYC's first ever Willie Mae Rock Camp for Girls. She also sits on the RightsRide for Women's Safety Board. She graduated from New York University with a Master's in Humanities and Social Thought. Furthermore, she relishes the opportunity to work with social justice writers. She has researched for Inga Muscio's second edition of Cunt, is helping Amy Richard's with her book on motherhood, and has written for such publications as the F-Word.

brigid_ellen@yahoo.com
                                                     Mohammed Omar Faruk  

Mohammed Omar Faruk is finishing his junior year at the High School for Economics & Finance where he is a member of Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA), the student investment club, senior member of student magazine, and a number of other committees and groups. He has and continues to help his community by volunteering for many different organizations. Omar has an extended entrepreneurial history; he partnered with others to successfully start two community magazine and newsletter publications, as well as an internet retail firm specializing in over 1000 different products. He is an alumnus of the Nation Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship. He also works closely with the Restoration Corporation, started by the late senator Kennedy of New York to help improve his Central Brooklyn community. In summer 2005 he was selected to be part of a prestigious 10-day exchange program to the United Kingdom. Omar is a recipient of the Entrepreneur Year award, the Bank of America Youth Entrepreneur of the Year award, and the Merrill Lynch Growing up CEO award.  Omar was born in Bangladesh in a small town near the Bay of Bengal, and with part of his immediate family members moved to New York City in 1997. He has grown used to the American way of life, and tries to take full advantages of the opportunity that this new life provides.

omarf@bluestreamcorp.com
                                                                Mandy Van Deven 
Mandy Van Deven grew up in a small Georgia town in a house full of women. She learned from her mother that family is what you want it to be, not just DNA, and that no matter how little you have, you should always share it with someone else because tomorrow could be your day to be down on your luck. She decided sharing was not enough when the world started to come into focus and dedicated herself to creating a new framework for societies, one based on mutual respect and acceptance and cooperation. She has since adhered to that decision, altering herself and others in the process. She knows that life is not about black and white dichotomies, and the challenges of living in complex realities where "truth" is relative, and there are many. But she chooses to believe that there is some value in what she is doing, and it gives her hope... and happiness.

mandy@gges.info
                                                                 Natalia Aristizabal             

Natalia Aristizabal arrived to New York at the age of twelve. She didn't know any English, but had to learn it in order to avoid aggression and humiliation. She graduated high school with a regents diploma when it wasn't required, has a Associates in Communications and is working for a double major in communication and Spanish Literature.  In her Journey she has been involved in every activity she could, in order to feel part of the society. In high school she was in the JROTC, and art director for the year book receiving a mention at the metropolitan museum of art. after HS, she joined a small group created by community youth called Fusion Atomica to create a platform for Young artist in the Spanish subculture who do not have a stage to express them selves. She currently works at the Latin American Integration Center helping out members and youth in the community to better their skills so they don’t have to go through the difficulties she went through.  Natalia is the youth coordinator for the organization, and a civil teacher as well as a health advocate, and a member of the NY youth coalition for Dream ACT. She has been trained to do community organizing and she strongly believes and follows the model "You must be the change you want to see in the world" by Mahatma Gandhi.

Natalia@Laicnyc.org
                                                                                                              Rashid 

Rashid is a humble agent of change, who often works on issues that are close to his heart like prison abolitionism, anti-racism work, holisitc healing, Pan-Africanism, environmentalism, and electoral politics. He has written for major publications, has been exposed to various forms of organizing, spending a summer with the AFL-CIO, and been a lead organizer on campus to raise awareness around African American student retention and political prisonsers. While at Yale University, he conducted an independent intern fellowship in Ghana, where he focused on the impact of hip hop culture on youth and conducted interviews with Liberian refugees on a United Nations refugee camp. His Master's thesis at Yale reported on the impact of globalization and policing on street children and youth in major metropolitan cities throughout the world. He continued his education at Columbia Graduate School of Journalism, then spent time in London, working with community-based organizations as a way to compare his various experiences. He is an original staff member of the Prison Moratorium Project, and is currently working with various independent media projects to create an alternative space to discuss politics and issues important to the communities he identifies with. He also is a supporting member of the Malcolm X Grassroots Movement and is working on a series of books with his family he hopes to self-publish in 2006.

rashid@nomoreprisons.org
                                                                          Denise Miller  
Denise Miller earned her Master's Degree in Elementary Education and has worked at four different public schools in NYC. For the past five years, she has been working for The Fresh Air Fund's Career Awareness Program in different roles. She holds the large responsibility of being an educational advocate for the children in the program by coordinating and running a free one-to-one tutoring program and by helping low-income students to select and get accepted to the best schools for them.

dmiller@freshair.org
                                                                      Darnell McGee                    
Digo grew up in Newark in a single parent home with his mother and older brother who suffers from Cerebal Palsy. At age 17, Digo traveled to Costa Rica as part of a volunteer community service group and built schools, did reconstruction in the Rain Forest and helped cultivate organic farmlands. In September of 2001 he decided to attend college, but soon left because of his passion for music and community service. He was signed to DirstSoap Entertainment and worked with them until the label disbanded and Digo was free to pursue his passion of music in other ways. Digo eventually discovered Blackout Arts Collective and is now the Chapter Coordinator of the New York Chapter. Through Blackout, he facilitates workshops with The Osborne Association and teaches a music class at Freedom Academy High School. Digo also hosts Rise Up Radio on 99.5 FM WBAI, a weekly show the deals with current youth issues, and works with H.A.I., an organization dedicated to violence prevention among youth. Now Digo is on a quest to bring conscience and innovative music into pop culture. Digo has volunteered his time to many organizations, such as NYC Youth At Risk, and The Lyphoma and Cancer Society of NYC.  At the age of 22, the muscian, MC, songwriter, composer and activist is set to change hip-hop forever. Bob Marley once said, "My life means nothing if I can't help the people. I live for the people". Well Digo not only plans to help his people, but he's trying to live for them. 

DarnellMcGee03@aol.com
                                                                          Alexis Olbrei

Lex Olbrei is a New York City high school teacher. She has worked with organizations in the US, Europe and Africa on issues such as Women's Rights, Queer Rights and Visibility and Youth Rights and Visibility. Current activist interests include issues around education and youth, women's rights and queer rights.

olbrei@gmail.com
                                                                Bao Ngoc Lien Pham
Bao Pham is a recent graduate from Trinity College, where she majored in physics and minored in human rights. A native of Vietnam, Bao and her family relocated to Connecticut in 1992. She is interested in pursuing a career that combines medicine and human rights. Bao became interested in issues of social and political justice through her participation in Trinity’s Human Rights Program. In summer 2005 she worked at Physicians for Human Rights, a non-governmental organization based in Cambridge, with a focus on the Health Action AIDS Campaign. Along with three other classmates at Trinity she started an after school reading group for Hartford youth, which worked with the Montessori School in Hartford, CT to organize activities for elementary students to promote a love for reading. Bao also co-organized Trinity’s Mental Health Conference, Human Rights Week and was a leader in organizing Trinity’s campaign to divest from multinational corporations contributing to the genocide in Darfur. In May 2006 she received the Samuel S. Fishzohn Award from Trinity for outstanding initiative and creativity in Civil Rights and Civil Liberties. Bao received a human rights fellowship from the Third Millennium Foundation for 2006-2007 and is currently working as the coordinator for the Human Rights Summer Institute at the International Center for Tolerance Education. 

baongoc.pham@trincoll.edu
                                                                  Brian Joseph De Guzman            

B.J. De Guzman would be a master thief like Danny Ocean from Ocean's 11 or a spy like Ethan Hunt from Mission Impossible, but his morals prevent him from these lines of work. Instead, he uses his interest in master strategy and execution and his diverse set of skills and talents to aid activist organizations however they need him. B.J. is also a big proponent of social entrepreneurship as the necessary business structure now and in the future. He is currently a marketing manager at the clothing company Azzure Denim, and a contributing writer for wenited.org. While he doesn't believe a college degree means you were educated, he is proud of graduating from NYU's Gallatin School of Individualized Study magna cum laude, especially since he was working full time his junior and senior years. B.J. has used his creative writing background to join the Big Voices theatre group, which performed at the Royal Shakespeare Company in England and the Apollo in Harlem. He has also lectured at NYU on artist/activist Tupac Shakur and the origins of the hip hop culture. 
bjdeguzman@gmail.com
                                                                            Tony Rivera 
Tony Rivera is a Senior at Hunter College majoring in Puerto Rican Studies and minoring in Urban Studies. He is currently working with the youth of East Harlem as a Rights of Passage Counselor, teaching Hip Hop and Politics. Tony spends much of his free time writing Poetry and Fiction. He also dedicates much of his time at marches, rallies and fundraising events for social justice. Some of his community work has been in contribution with The Justice Committee and the local organizing chapter of the National Hip Hop Political Convention.
sleepsthoreau@yahoo.com
                                                          Rebecca Harshbarger
Rebecca will be attending Sarah Lawrence College as a senior in the fall, and has been pursuing a concentration in Africana studies, history, and creative writing.  For Africana studies, her focus has been on Central Africa, particularly the Democratic Republic of Congo and its relationship with Rwanda and Uganda.  At the Unitarian Universalist office, she is working to educate Unitarians about the complexity of the political and social situation in Northern, Southern, and Western Sudan, as well as mobilize them towards activism around Western Sudan, or Darfur.  She is also working on writing pieces for the Unitarian website and publications on the political and social situation in Central Africa, Africa’s Great Lakes region, and Africa’s first so-called “world war” at the end of the twentieth century and beginning of the 21st century, centered around the Democratic Republic of Congo and mineral exploitation.  At school, she has participated in activist campaigns to make Sarah Lawrence more inclusive and diverse, and in a successful campaign to get permanent ethnic studies (study of race and ethnicity) at her school.

becky_harshbarger@yahoo.com
                                                                    Derrick Dawkins
Derrick Dawkins is a Hunter College graduate with a bachelors in flim studies, and is currently a peer trainer for Manhattan Neighborhood Network's Youth Channel. Working at the Youth Channel for Derrick, has been a joy and is the one thing that keeps him motivated and ready for the everyday. He prides himself on his filmmaking as well as working with other youth. Derrick has completed five short films shot on 16 mm, 3 short films on digital and several other duties involving filmmaking. Derrick sees life as a simple theme: Everyday a lesson is learned, an experience earned. When he first found his interest in filmmaking, he was trained by other young people, and now he does the same; that, to Derrick, is the most important gift to give back the skills of this powerful tool of media. This is the very reason why Derrick is a peer trainer, will always train others in media throughout life. Viva la resistance!
derrick@youthchannel.org
                                                                           Julia Walsh
Julia Walsh is the founder and an volunteer organizer of a grassroots youth organization in the Hudson Valley called Synthesis that works to educate and empower youth and students to become leaders and strengthen community. Through its network, chapters and programs, Synthesis provides members with education and training to build positive cultural change.  Julia was elected serve on the Village Board of New Paltz as a Trustee in May 2003 for a four year term. During this time she was the behind the
scenes organizer for the same-sex marriages that her running mate Mayor Jason West performed in February 2004. She co-founded an organization that continued the marriages called the New Paltz Equality Initiative as well as marrying 19 same-sex couples as a marriage officer in New Paltz. She has served as the NGO Representative to the United Nations for the Young General Assembly, an international children's rights NGO, for the past 2 1/2 years as a volunteer. Julia was an organizer for the Share the Spirit of Peace Youth Summit at the UN in the summer of 2003 and organized a concert at the Dag Hammarskjold Plaza called Party for Peace for the NGO Committee on Youth in the spring 2004. Julia also founded the New Paltz Cultural Collective an artist collective and fair trade cafe in downtown New Paltz that organizes performances, events and art gallery shows.  She is an undergraduate senior at SUNY New Paltz in upstate New York
finishing her BA in Social Movements. She works as a face painting clown and advocate for at-risk-youth. Julia is 26 years old and lives in New Paltz, New York.
                                                                        Jessica Rosen 

Jessica Rosen is the New York City Coordinator of the Global Youth Action Network, a leading organization in uniting the efforts of young people working to improve our world.  She manages the NYC Local JAM Project, which aims to build greater cooperation among young people by creating a city-wide network for sharing information and resources, and coordinating efforts for closer collaboration. In 2004, she began her international work in Thailand, working in a home for abandoned children.  In 2005, responding to the need to engage more young people in social change, she co-founded an accredited study abroad program at the New School for Social Research to inspire youth involvement in global humanitarian issues.  She also co-founded the Sri Lanka Project, with the aim of funding a children’s residential facility for children orphaned by the tsunami in Sri Lanka.  She is currently interested in models of civic participation that are inclusive and accessible to all people, with a specific focus on leveraging non-monetary resources as an incentive for participation.  
jessica@youthlink.org 

                                                                            Robin Beck

Robin Beck is currently the membership coordinator for the Drug Policy Alliance, the nation’s leading organization seeking alternatives to the war on drugs. His work focuses on building, sustaining, and activating a national membership base committed to creating more compassionate and just drug policy. Robin is also active in philanthropy, serving as a director of the Max and Anna Levinson Foundation. Robin prides himself in working to support organizations and movements usually considered unorthodox for foundation support.
rbeck@drugpolicy.org
                                                                         Eman Rimawi   
Eman Rimawi is a 21 year old poet, singer, artist, community organizer, writer, wild woman coming from way of Africa to Palestine to New York to Brookyln. She works at Youth Venture, an organization that gives away $1000 to support the initiatives of young people.  Eman organizes with other non-profits such as The Audre Lorde Project, Sista 2 Sista, Public Allies and FIERCE to name a few. Eman got involved with organizing as a performance artist speaking on injustices through her singing, poetry and stories. She has performed at various conferences, actions, schools with different performance groups. She strived to change the ways of the world starting with herself and where she came from, and now, several years later, she continues to endeavor to make lasting changes in her communities. Eman is currently in school majoring in History, never wears matching socks, is a dancing queen and loves watching 80's cartoons on DVD.
erimawi@youthventure.org
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