Summer session of NATO International School in Azerbaijan

“Perspectives of Euro-Atlantic integration in the region of three seas”

03-08 July 2006 Baky, Azerbaijan

Background

Azerbaijan’s experience in conducting NATO International School in Azerbaijan (NISA) is unique. Five years of work proved that the School is very efficient way of engaging public opinion, touching upon the youth - most active segment of society.
In 2005, NATO summer School was named NATO International School in Azerbaijan (NISA). The same year, it was decided to conduct two NISA sessions per year – in summer and winter.  Both sessions were held in 2005 and in future it is planned to follow the tradition. Intersession breaks are used for summing up ideas from the last session and preparing next one, as well as for encouraging research projects by participants via NISA contests. With support of the NATO PDD, best students of NISA will travel to NATO HQ in Brussels and SHAPE in Mons.

At the moment Azerbaijan Euro-Atlantic Research Center - an NGO with goals of contributing to Azerbaijan’s cooperation with NATO and other European institutions - stemming from the kind assistance from Public Diplomacy Division of NATO and Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan is engaged in preparation of the NISA session in accordance with the aim to institutionalize NISA. The Summer session will take place on July 3-8, 2006 with expected participation of up to 80 people from broad range of NATO and partner nations, including Med Dialogue and ICI countries, but also the interested Azerbaijani scholars and students. 

The Three Sea region, which brings together Caucasus, Middle East and eastern Mediterranean, presents itself both as a challenge and bundle of opportunities   During the early sessions NISA had various and diverse topics on its agenda, including Euro-Atlantic security, regional threats and risks, conflicts and their settlement, fighting terrorism, as well as international co-operation, Euro-Atlantic security architecture, and role of NATO and partnership institutions. 
   The name of the School does not restrict but creates a wider area for activity within the framework of Euro-Atlantic security. 

Close cooperation with NATO and its Public Diplomacy Division ensures high-level forum for the discussions, as well as provides a link with the current NATO agenda; thus, making the School relevant and functional. Participation in the work of the School stimulates desire to study Euro-Atlantic issues, promoting knowledge on NATO and the future perspectives of Euro-Atlantic security.  
This School also provides an opportunity for young researchers to publish their works both in NATO and Azerbaijani outlets, including special issues of the “Diplomatiya Aləmi” journal of Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry (World of Diplomacy) dedicated to NISA. 

In 2005, NATO summer School was named NATO International School in Azerbaijan (NISA). By the way this acronym associates with one of the popular Azerbaijani female names and therefore adds to popularity of the School. NISA became a truly international School with participants from Azerbaijan, NATO member-states, and other partner-countries. The same year, it was decided to conduct two NISA sessions per year – in summer and winter.  Both sessions were held in 2005 and in future it is planned to follow the tradition. Intersession breaks are used for summing up ideas from the last session and preparing next one, as well as for encouraging research projects by participants via NISA contests. With support of the NATO PDD, best students of NISA will travel to NATO HQ in Brussels and SHAPE in Mons. A network among the participants of NISA has been created and developed. There is a constant and regular exchange of ideas within the network. 
At the moment, the organizers of the School are planning to institutionalize NISA. The work on providing the School with premises and staff is underway. The Government of Azerbaijan is committed to cover half of the NISA expenses and counts on further assistance by NATO and other partners. The School will have threefold functions:      

1. Education institution that will develop curriculum and  promotes lectures on Euro-Atlantic issues at Azerbaijani Universities;
2. “Think tank” organization that will promote researches on this subject in Azerbaijan and develop vast international links in this sphere;
3. Information Office of NATO in Baku.
At the moment, next NATO Summer School Session is being prepared within the NATO Week, which is annually held in Baku. The Summer session will take place on July 3-8, 2006 with expected participation of up to 50 people from broad range of NATO and partner nations, including Med Dialogue and ICI countries. 

Concept

During these on its agenda NISA had various and diverse topics, including Euro-Atlantic security, regional threats and risks, conflicts and their settlement, fighting terrorism, as well as international security co-operation, Euro-Atlantic security architecture, and role of NATO and partnership institutions.

A great deal of attention was drawn to discussion of these issues within the Three Sea region which is a system-founding block in the Euro-Atlantic area. The Three Sea region embraces NATO member and partner nations, as well as Mediterranean Dialogue and ICI countries. 

Huge amount of energy resources is concentrated in the region and the most complicated and tense conflicts are here as well. Historically, this region has always been on the crossroads of geopolitical interests, and constituted a vehicle for the development and trade. The region keeps that role today. The realization of this potential can give a great impetus to the global development. The resolution of the problems in the region is being discussed within the NISA. The topics cover, inter alia, settlement of the Middle East crisis and Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict, diminishing threat of terrorism and nuclear proliferation etc. 

Sessions that dealt with the Three Sea region and energy security, which involved high representatives from the Government, embassies and global companies, were very effective. Security was considered from both political and practical aspects.  
The solving of these problems needs a reliable security system, co-operation and strengthening of norms and principles of international law. This, of course, is due to be considered in the context of the Euro-Atlantic integration, in which along with NATO enlargement also perspectives for further development of partnership are amongst the key topics. 

The issues of NATO transformation, increasing its effectiveness, development of the Euro-Atlantic security strategy, further enlargement of NATO, including political and practical resources to this end, development of the NATO concept of operations, perspectives of the coalition of the willing vis-à-vis engagement of NATO in remote areas need to be addressed. Further development of partnership as an institution and possibility of development of legal basis for partnership and such U.S. initiatives as “global partnership” and “forum of security providers” are important themes to be discussed. Partners need NATO to be more interested in solving their problems. They need NATO security guarantees. Enlargement is not unlimited. There are geographical limits with regard to organizational capabilities of the Alliance. All are of importance for countries of the region of three seas, as well as NATO and other European nations, with a view to indivisibility of security and interests to preserve security and stability.        
Given the all above mentioned we find it appropriate to define the topic for the next session as “Perspectives of Euro-Atlantic integration in the Three sea region”. Dealing with this topic, which includes transformation of NATO and development of partnership, presents high importance on the eve of the Riga Summit. 

Tentative program of the session

03 July 2006, Monday

09h30

Registration 

10h00

Greetings and welcome addresses

H.E. Mr. Jean Fournet, NATO Assistant Secretary General (tbc)

H. E. Mr. Araz Azimov, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Ambassadors of NATO countries accredited in Baky  

10h20

Plenary session: Euro Atlantic security and role of NATO 


Keynote speeches by 

H.E. Mr. Jean Fournet, NATO Assistant Secretary General (tbc)

H. E. Mr. Araz Azimov, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 

11h15

Coffee break 
11h45

discussions 

12h50

Family photo

13h00 
Lunch 

14h00           Plenary session: Understanding Euro-Atlantic Integration. Concept and history

Origins of the Euro-Atlantic Integration (Transatlantic relationship, European Integration)
Dimensions of the Euro-Atlantic Integration: values, development and willingness.
Speaker 1 (tbd)

Speaker 2 (tbd)

15h00

discussions (broke for coffee and drinks) 


04 July 2006, Tuesday

10h00

Plenary session: Understanding Euro-Atlantic Integration: Practical 
implications
Basic conditions for the successful integration; Aspiring nation’s strategy towards Euro-Atlantic integration;
Speaker: Representative of the new NATO member country Embassy (tbd)

Speaker 2 (tbd)

11h15

Coffee break 

11h45

discussions 

13:00

Lunch 

14h00

Plenary session: Understanding Euro-Atlantic Integration: Practical 
implications
NATO’s “Action Plan” strategy as a tool of integration:

Models of the Euro-Atlantic Integration; new Allies’ experience
Effectiveness for the nations

Speaker 1: NATO IS representative (tbd)

Speaker 2 (tbd)

15h00

discussions (broke for coffee and drinks)  

05 July 2006, Wednesday

10h00

Plenary session: Euro Atlantic integration and Three Sea area: The 


need for new approaches
NATO approach case by case or region by region

NATO members position towards the Three–Sea region
NATO-regional security cells or NATO-individual nation relations

Speaker 1 (tbd)

Speaker 2 (tbd)

11h15

Coffee break 

11h45

discussions 

13:00

Lunch 

14h00

Plenary session: Euro Atlantic integration and Three Sea area: The 


need for changes
Energy security, threat of terrorism and WMD proliferation

Speaker 1 (tbd)

Speaker 2 (tbd)

15h00

discussions (broke for coffee and drinks)
06 July 2006, Thursday

10h00

Plenary session: Euro Atlantic integration and Three Sea area: The 


need for changes
Addressing threats to regional security: Middle East crisis, Armenia-Azerbaijan, Georgian and Moldova’s internal conflicts

Speaker 1 (tbd)

Speaker 2 (tbd)

11h15

Coffee break 

11h45

discussions
13h00

Lunch 

14h00

Plenary session: Transformation of NATO- practical and political 


resources for it

Perspectives of practice of the coalition of the willing vis-à-vis engagement of NATO in remote areas 

Development of concept of operation


Speaker 1 (tbd)

Speaker 2 (tbd)

15h00

discussions (broke for coffee and drinks)
07 July 2006, Friday

10h00

Plenary session: Development of partnership as an institution  

Development of legal basis of partnership

Vision towards “global partnership” and “forum of security providers” 

Providing security guarantees for partners

Speaker 1 (tbd)

Speaker 2 (tbd)

11h15

Coffee break 

11h45

discussions
13h00

Lunch 

14h00

Closing session: Perspectives of Euro Atlantic integration: 
Expectations from the Riga Summit 
Speaker 1 (tbd)

Speaker 2 (tbd)

15:00

discussions (broke for coffee and drinks) - presentation of certificates
17:00

Sightseeing tour of Baku followed by dinner in downtown 
08 July 2006, Saturday

08h00

Excursion to one of the regions of Azerbaijan 

09 July 2006, Saturday



Departure of participants 

Administrative details

Organizers and Partners

Azerbaijan Euro-Atlantic Research Center is an NGO with goals of contributing to Azerbaijan’s cooperation with NATO and other European institutions. It aims at bringing more understanding and knowledge on NATO and Euro Atlantic issues to wider circles of Azerbaijani youth. 
NISA (NATO International School in Azerbaijan) is undergoing a process of institutionalizing to become an effective research centre. The previous sessions held since 2003 proved NISA’s viability and good potential to grow. NISA’s activities create belief for making it an effective think tank and education institution able to contribute to the general Euro-Atlantic security and integration course. Those people who took part in previous sessions gave a birth to NISA traditions and formed a solid NISA family which is becoming one of the milestones of NATO-Azerbaijan cooperation.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan has acted in close cooperation with motivated young people and warmly supported the creation of NGOs. Ministry has always welcomed all projects serving to enhancement of public understanding and knowledge about NATO and Euro-Atlantic security issues. Ministry sees all these activities as solid contribution of civil society to developing Azerbaijan-NATO cooperation. That is the reason MFA continues to support financially the holding of NISA sessions. 
Public Diplomacy Division of NATO has rendered enormous support for initiatives launched by Azerbaijani youth. The organizing of NATO Summer School in 2003 and other 3 sessions of NISA in 2004, 2005/2006 were held thanks to kind assistance from NATO PDD. There is a strong belief that PDD presence in this winter session will be a valuable contribution to reach the identified objectives.
National Defense University (Washington, USA) is a long-standing partner of the Azerbaijani Government in the field of training on national and international security issues. NDU has provided professional and other support to the previous sessions of NISA. This time, NDU is heavily contributing to NISA agenda.
Participation  

1. Participants should fulfill following criteria:

· Young students, researchers and scientists who have interested in subjects related to Euro-Atlantic security;

· Mass-media representatives;

· Fluent in English;

· must be under the age of 35;

· Nationals of NATO countries, Partners, MD and ICI region.

2. The attached registration form should be sent to the organizer no later than June 15, 2006 
Contact: 
E.mail: contact.nisa@gmail.com
Fax : +994 12 4925565
3. The seminar will be held in English. 

Venue 

1. Seminar will take place at the

Hotel …
2. The Seminar will begin on Monday, 03 July 2006 at 10:00 and will end on Saturday, 08 July 2006 with a cultural program
3. Registration of participants will start on Monday, 03 July 2006 at 09:30. 

Travel

Transport from Baku Heydar Aliyev International Airport and back will be provided by host. 

Visa 

Citizens of the most of Member and Partner nations need visa. Participants are advised to check for themselves. 

Accommodation

The host reserved rooms in … Hotel. 

Meals 

Meals will be provided by the host

Costs

Accommodation, meal and a cultural program will be paid by the host. Participants are kindly requested to help organizers by paying travel costs. The host can however review application on subsidization of travel costs.  
Cultural program

The host will offer a cultural program in the afternoon of Saturday, 08 July 2006.  
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