THE ROLE OF YOUNG PEOPLE IN COMBATING HIV AIDS

                                OIYP – GYCA research
Today,10 millions young people out of the world’s over one billion are living with HIV and each day, around 6000 young men and women get newly infected with the virus. 

 Young people are the most hardly hit by the pandemic of which they remain a crucial component in terms of transmission, vulnerability, risk and potential change.
But their needs are often ignored when HIV AIDS policies are designed, when prevention programmes are developed and when budgets are allocated and young people themselves are often excluded from the implementation of initiatives that target them. Hence the failure of many to address affectively their needs in terms of awareness raising, prevention and care.

Today, there are a growing number of young people across the world who are working within their communities to reduce the vulnerability and risk behaviours of their peers. With often limited resources, thousands of young activists are leading grassroots initiatives worldwide, contributing to the fight against HIV epidemic’s spread through peer education based programmes, home care for HIV positive patients, advocacy for an equal access to treatment etc…
Oxfam International Youth Parliament and the Global Youth Coalition on HIV-AIDS* are currently conducting a research on youth driven initiatives in the area of HIV-AIDS. 
This youth-led research aims at making light of the contribution of young activists’ work in the area of HIV AIDS worldwide and represents a great opportunity for sharing experience, knowledge and lessons learnt among them. It will result in an advocacy document with evidence around the contribution that youth-led projects and programs make to be shared at the 2006 International AIDS Conference in Toronto, as part of the Toronto Youth Force process. It may also result in recommendations to be presented to parties attending Toronto.
10 OIYP Action partners are currently involved in this research: Piyoo Kochar (India),Tamara Babao (Papua New Guinea),Imane Khachani (Morocco),Chukwumuanya Igboekwu (Nigeria),Rene Constanza (Belize),Nixon Duban (Papua New Guinea),Nwulaekwe Hilary (Nigeria),Tinei Nyamhuno (Zimbabwe),Joya Banerjee (USA), Leonard Boniface (Tanzania), Khothatso Duncan Moeketse (South Africa),Morebodi Lebo (Botswana),David Traynor (Australia) and the project is being coordinated by May Miller Dawkins and Joanne Been from the Sydney OIYP office.
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*The Global Youth Coalition on HIV AIDS is a youth-managed alliance of over 850 youth leaders and adult allies in HIV/AIDS who  work to provide young innovators with the resources, connections, and support needed to reduce the spread of HIV/AIDS amongst our peers.

