
(insert date)

(insert name and address of your MP; go to www.parl.gc.ca to search for your MP by postal code)

Re: Increasing Canada’s contribution to the Global Fund to fight HIV/AIDS, TB, and Malaria

Dear (name of MP),

Half of the world’s population is under the age of 25
. Youth are the largest generation in history. Their education, health, participation and employment opportunities will determine and shape the future of generations to come. As young people, we are concerned about our own lives and our peers. The lives of young people, including their sexual and reproductive lives, at risk. Moreover, young people are especially vulnerable to HIV/AIDS. Half of 5 million new HIV infections each year occur among young people
.

I am writing to ask you to call on the federal government for a more robust response to the HIV/AIDS pandemic. As you know, 40 million people worldwide are infected with HIV, 95 per cent of whom live in developing countries. AIDS is the leading cause of death in Africa, with the greatest impact on women and children. Already, 13 million children under the age of 15 have been orphaned by HIV/AIDS, and this number is expected to double by the year 2010. The urgency for a more vigorous response to this crisis has never been greater.

For five years, the Global Fund to fight HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria has been supporting (Rebecca:  Ministries of Health do the service provision) anti-retroviral treatment, counselling and testing services, and support for children orphaned by HIV/AIDS. While we welcome Canada’s commitment of CAD$250 million over two years to this Fund, we also recognize that this falls short of the US$175 million per year that Canada should be contributing in order to meet its fair share of this Fund. 

We urge the Canadian government to close the funding gap. With an increased funding to new and existing programs, the Global Fund to fight HIV/AIDS, TB, and Malaria can save millions of lives, stop the spread of disease by halting the devastation to families, communities, and economies around the world. 

The HIV/AIDS pandemic has reached crisis proportions. Canada’s response during the next five years will be crucial. I urge you to do everything possible to ensure that this response is heightened. 
Thank you for giving this your careful consideration.

Sincerely,

(your signature, name and address)

� UNFPA State of world population 2003


� UNAIDS, 2004 Report on the Global AIDS Epidemic








