Most people agree that as far as eastern European travel destinations go, Hungary tops the list. The nation is most definitely geared towards tourism, with classy resorts and hotels at all the important spots, but it has wisely averted the destruction of its traditional culture. 

Budapest draws most of the crowds, for obvious reasons. Elegant streets, lined with rustique historical buildings, medieval castles and Roman ruins were made for romantic strolls. But a trip to Hungary should not stop at Budapest. To see Hungarian art and folk music in its traditional setting, head to the countryside, where charming villages dot the landscape. For some relaxed fun, Lake Balaton offers thermal springs, tiny but attractive beaches and a host of fine resorts. Nature lovers will find an abundance of protected areas and a handful of national parks, but the real treat is for bird lovers: great bird watching opportunities abound around Hungary's wetland areas.

