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B.C. FACTS and STATS


YOUTH IN B.C.
Population Total:

4.1 Million 

Age 5-14 (pre-youth):
499,000

Percent of Canada:
13.1 


Age 15-24:

567,000 

Median Age:

38.8 years

Age 25-34:

563,000

Migration (2003/2004): 
37,000 


Total Youth Population:  1.1 Million
YOUTH-LED and YOUTH-DRIVEN CULTURE IN B.C.
British Columbia has an extremely active and dynamic youth-led culture. Many amazing organizations are currently engaging young people across the province, with focuses on everything from youth involvement in democracy (Check Your Head) to arts-based community building (Purple Thistle Society) and youth mapping and networking (Environmental Youth Alliance). 
Historically, the social planning department at the City of Vancouver has taken a progressive role in developing links with youth communities and youth-led/run groups through its Youth Outreach Team. This policy-level acknowledgement of the importance of youth-engagement is in danger with the new city council however.  
COOL YOUTH-LED PROGRAMS

Initiatives like the Get Out! Grants – youth-advised micro-financing program (now discontinued) and the Youth Advocate Mentor position – an official youth advisor to the City (now axed) showed a real commitment to respecting and involving young people in policy-making processes. While the youth community has rallied to reinstate these programs, there are other successful initiatives.
World Urban Forum & Youth

At the recent World Urban Forum III in Vancouver, The World Urban Forum & Youth Organizing Committee was involved in partnering with many youth organizations across Canada and the world to produce youth programming and ensure youth inclusion in the conference. 300 regional, national and international youth delegates attended a pre-conference called the World Youth Forum and participated actively in the Forum. 

World Urban Cafes  

Leading up to the World Urban forum a series of youth engagement events took place in different regions of B.C. Canada and the world. During this process a general technique to producing youth engagement strategies emerged. Focusing on the combination of youth-based arts culture, primarily music, and open-space influenced workshops, the World Urban Café model is an adaptable and effective tool to bring more youth into discussions and solutions around community issues. 

Youth Engagement Tools

Several BC-based youth organizations have produced useful guides to youth engagement for organizations and government. Some include: Growing Up In Cities Canada’s “Creative Tools: Civic Engagement of Young People” and the “WUC Book” a guide to producing compelling youth engagement events. An ongoing acknowledgement of new communications tools (like TIG!) and strategies to “reach” youth is developing across B.C.  In addition the use of GIS mapping  with youth  is a powerful new way to understand B.C.’s communities.
BARRIERS
Three major barriers to youth inclusion and youth engagement exist in B.C.
1. Lack of “political will” or understanding in government and community organizations of the importance and effectiveness of young people in general and youth-led organizations in particular.

2. Lack of cohesion and coordination/duplication of research and services within the community.
3. Geographical separation – different regions have different needs and resource accessibility.

Main goals of the B.C. Coordinator

1. Establish a database of youth-led and youth run initiatives and organizations (using existing resources and new information)
2. Research how technology is used by youth organizations and how to effectively network together

3. Create new links and hubs, electronically and on-the-ground in the youth community 
