Youth Alliance for Reconstruction and Development

“Championing the cause of our nation’s youth”

What is Y.A.R.D?
Mission Statement
Youth Alliance for Reconstruction and Development (YARD) strongly support and stands for the protection, development and advancement of the interest of our nation’s youth, and seek their active involvement and participation in the process of progressive social change. It is the intent of this organization to present the youth of our nation with examples and ideas of social, economic and cultural development ideals, that reflects balance and sustainability at all levels.

Background
YARD was established in September 2000, as a voluntary non-governmental organization (NGO), and emerged out of a growing consciousness by a group of concerned young people who, at the time, were dissatisfied with, in their opinion, the very poor level of representation available to the Jamaican youth. It was strongly believed then that particularly the politically aligned youth organizations were doing very little to seek out and bring to the attention of those in authority issues that are affecting the youth of Jamaica and to further lobby the relevant authorities for those issues to be adequately addressed.

Programmes
The programme of YARD comprises a number of activities, chief among which are:

1.
Conferences and Seminars to address issues that affect the development of young people. These include issues such as drugs, crime, education, poverty, gender and other social concerns. 
2.
A national voter registration and election participation campaign targeting young people who are not registered to vote and those who are on the voters list but simply do not vote.

3.
The publication of a quarterly Newsletter providing information on programmes and activities of our organization as well as highlighting various feature articles on pertinent aspects of youth development in Jamaica, the Caribbean and the wider world.

4.
Undertake and participate in a number of voluntary activities such as beach clean-up; visits to places of safety for children under the care of the state; volunteering time at the Kingston YMCA with their Youth Development Programme; volunteering at the Jamaica Foundation for Children’s hotline for young people (FRIENDS), among other things.

5.
Organize an annual Summer Youth Camp to provide training and promote participation in community service, public service, to promote love, peace, unity, discipline and to provide, overall, an opportunity for social interaction and cultural exchanges. 

Objectives of YARD
(a) To constantly promote democracy and support democratic institutions

(b) To provide our youth with information and insight on issues that are of National, Regional and International importance, thus enabling them to better locate themselves in this new global economic paradigm.

(c) To be at the forefront in proposing programmes and initiatives that will seek to advance the socio-economic and general welfare of our youth in Jamaica.

(d) To constantly challenge young people to set higher standards for themselves even while advocating for a better quality of life through the use of democratic processes. This would involve their insistence on public servants being held to account in terms o their public duties.

(e) To promote greater social activism among our youth. We anticipate that through these means they will ultimately become more conscious and defensive of their rights as young persons within a democratic environment. Our central theme will include educational, cultural and social development.

(f) To inculcate a level of consciousness in our young people that would see them rejecting all forms of oppression and discrimination repugnant to them and cause them to act against such oppression wherever it exists.

(g) To constantly speak out, as a strong and united voice, on all issues that concerns or affect our nation’s youth and aggressively and consistently lobby the relevant authorities on behalf of those who would otherwise not have a voice or a medium through which to express themselves.

(h) To ensure the protection of our children against all forms of neglect and exploitation.

(i)
To collaborate and form useful alliances with other organizations and action groups around the    world, irrespective of race, class, colour, creed, social status or political affiliation, and to use those alliances to advance the welfare of young people, through partnerships, friendships, cultural exchanges and constant dialogue on existing and developing global issues.
Structure
· The Executive Council

· The Officers Committee

· Registered Chapters

· Direct Membership

The Principal Officers of YARD are: President; General Secretary; 4 Vice Presidents and 2 Deputy General Secretaries (appointed). The Executive coordinates the general programmes of the organization and the President, in consultation with his Officers, manages the day to day operations and may appoint persons, as he sees fit to carry out specific functions of the organization. The General Secretary Heads the Secretariat and oversees all its activities.

Affiliation
- 
Member of the National Youth Council (Jamaica)
Membership
Memberships is open to any individual providing that the applicant is between the age of 15 and 40 and completes a Membership Application Form and submit same to the General Secretary of YARD. Officers of political organizations are not eligible for membership.

Contact us
Mailing address:

P.O. Box 389, Kingston 10, Jamaica West Indies

E-mail address:

yardjamaica@hotmail.com
Telephone:


(876) 543-1451
