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Guiding Questions for the Focus Groups

· BACKGROUND ON DEMOCRACY

1. How do you define democracy? 

2. How do you see the future of the democratic transfer of power in Palestine after the last elections? 

3. What are the main factors necessary for building a democratic society? 
(If upbringing wasn’t mentioned, ask questions 4+5+6). 

4. Do you think that schools can help consolidate democracy through education? 
5. Does the upbringing style at home help? 
6. Do the Palestinian educational curriculums at schools and universities, the accompanying activities, and the dominant relationships reinforce democracy? How?  

7. Do you think that the democratic choices would make a difference in your life? Would they generally improve the lives of the Palestinians?

8. Could democratic transitions be dangerous? Explain?

9. Do you have any reservations on democracy in general?
· MEASURE OF YOUTH TENDENCY TOWARDS DEMOCRACY 

10. Is there a need for establishing organizations/ groups/ movements to deepen the roots of democracy? 

11. How do you evaluate the role of the youth in the existing youth coalitions?

12. Do you think that the youth, in your community, care about democracy and democratization issues? 

13. What factors, if any, limit their interest in democracy?

14. Do you believe in the importance of democracy and youth education? 
15. What is the ideal form of this education in your opinion?
16. What are the main challenges that face the youth in your community?
17. What makes you feel socially/ politically marginalized?  

18. What are the stumbling blocks on the road of your progress?  
· YOUTH REACTION TO FORMING THE AYDN
19. Do you think that some Arab societies are more likely to practice democracy than others? Which? Why?

20. How would you describe your model regional network for youth and democracy? Would it be beneficial to the youth?  

21. Do you have any reservations on establishing an Arab Youth Democracy Network? If yes, how can AYDN overcome those reservations?  

22. What is your vision of the activities of AYDN on the Palestinian level?

23. What is your vision of its activities on the Arabic level?

24. Who should manage its operations and plan its projects?

25. What challenges would this network face? What solutions do you suggest?

26. How can this network be legitimate among the youth?

27. What is the minimum percent of youth participation that will satisfy your criteria?     

28. How would the AYDN attract you and attract other Arab youth?

29. Are there any political/ social/ ideological factors that may affect your decision whether or not to join AYDN?

30. How would the AYDN lead you to the stage of self-actualization?  

31. What opportunities do you expect the AYDN to offer you?

32. Do you think that the AYDN may reinforce your Arabic citizenship? 

33. Do you think that the AYDN should protect the youth? From what? And how?
34. Do you think that democracy may be the saving rope for all the Arab youth?

35. Do you think that the AYDN may provide this saving rope? What factors should be taken into consideration? 

36.  How do you react to the idea of forming a Youth Consultant Committee within the framework of the AYDN that complies with the Arab League and takes the responsibility of discussing youth issues and presenting them in the Arab leaders’ meetings to provide solutions?

37. What is your vision of a unique AYDN website? How can technology be applied to enhance the dialogue among the Arab youth? 

38. Who should manage and develop this website? 

39. Is it possible to form joint working groups for the democratic youth? What are the main themes that these groups should work on?
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