Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, GCFR

President,

Federal Republic of Nigeria,

Aso Rock Villa,

Abuja.

Dear Mr. President,

THE UNPRECEDENTED MARGINALIZATION AND ECONOMIC DISEMPOWERMENT OF OGONI PEOPLE UNDER THE DR. PETER ODILI LED ADMINISTRATION IN RIVERS STATE.

I write on behalf of the thousands of Ogoni Youths that has come under the umbrella of “OGONI ADVANCEMENT PROJECT”, one of the numerous Ogoni community-based organizations established to non-violently agitate for/and advance the Ogoni cause. 

After several years of oppression, economic disempowerment, marginalization and the devastation of their land under the military, the Ogoni heaved a sigh of relief when it became apparent that governance was to be civilianized in Nigeria. Their joy knew no bound when you – Chief Olusegun Obasanjo was eventually elected president in 1999; their reason being that you have always identified with the Ogoni cause, at least in your comments, interviews and speeches (see quotes in and at the back cover of attached book – MY STORY) before you assumed office in 1999. Another reason was that, you were also a victim of the injustice which the Ogoni suffered. 

All that hope and joy was to end when during your maiden visit to Rivers State in June 1999, you told the Ogoni people in your response to their catalogue of demands, “to go to Britain” for help. It was a devastating blow coming from an unlikely quarter and at a time when their hope was high of getting a better deal. Ever since, the Ogoni only remember you as one who came to mock them instead of healing their wounds.

Few weeks ago, we took stock of our situation since May 1999, and observed that at no time in the history of Nigeria has the Ogoni been marginalized and poor like now, especially in the hands of Dr. Peter Odili. The Ogoni is not the Deputy Governor, not the Speaker, not the Secretary to the state government, not the Head of Service, not the Minister representing Rivers State, not the Party Chairman, not the Deputy Speaker-House of Representative, not the Commissioner on NDDC board etc; hence an open letter to the governor which was published in over six Nigerian newspapers. 

It is in the light of the above, that we have written you to actually see what you can do from your end to solve some of the problems highlighted in that letter so that these menace of using bicycle as a means of public transportation, poverty, child labour and illiteracy would be gradually addressed in Ogoni.

Among other things, we suggested that the people be economically empowered through the cultivation of a 10,000 hectares of land along the Okwali-Luebe axis, into a cassava farm. The Ogoni Advancement Project, will very much be on ground to give support to this particular project, as it is capable of engaging over one thousand Ogoni people and as well be a source of supply for improved specie to the poor Ogoni farmers. 

Mr. President, I believe that your timely intervention will forstall future breakdown of law and order in Ogoni land. Recently, we were informed of a planned boycott of the 2007 elections in Ogoni. The crisis which erupted in 1993, following election boycott, led to destruction of lives and properties, and almost extended to economic targets like the Eleme Refineries, the Sea Port at Onne and the Petrochemical Industry at Akpajo.

Attached, is a hard copy and a newspaper publication of the open letter to the governor. A copy of MY STORY – a book that chronicles events in Ogoniland, including speeches and comments from you on Ogoni, which was complied, financed and published by me as the president of the Niger Delta Liberation Project.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Remain blessed and keep the flag flying!

Long live Ogoni people

Long live Federal Republic of Nigeria.

All the best,

AKPOBARI NKABARI CELESTINE

Ogoni Activist 

0803 273 3965

PETER ODILI – A SAD CHAPTER IN RIVERS STATE HISTORY.

It was with somuch excitement and high expectation that Nigerians welcomed the transfer of governance to civilians in May 1999. In Rivers State, the expectation of the people was even higher being that the wealth of Rivers people had been in the hands of strangers in the name of Military Administrators, unlike Nigeria that was being ruled by a Nigerian even as Military dictators.

With that state of mind, Rivers people overlooked the glaring irregularities that trailed the selection process of who was to be the Executive Governor of the State. From the fraudulent bungling of the PDP primary elections by the late Dr. Marshal Harry who relocated the so-called election to his hotel (HARRY’s PLAZA) at Abonema waterside, to the outright cancellation of the election in Gokana Local Government Area of Ogoni by Group Captain Sam Ewang, the then Looter of Rivers State in the name of Military Administrator, just to make sure that Dr. Peter Odili emerges as Governor. The reasons given for the choice of Peter Odili were that: - he (Odili) has been a Military apologist all his life; that Chief Sergeant Awuse, the most popular and choice of Rivers people, was unpredictable and stubborn. Dr Marshal Harry, the Military and other Nigerians were afraid that Chief Awuse will not give away the wealth of Rivers people to   outsiders the way Peter Odili is doing now. And finally, Group Captain Sam Ewang and Christians in Rivers State never wanted an Olumba Olumba Obu faithful, like Chief Ebenezer Isokariari to rule the State.

They were right on the first two points as Dr. Peter Odili has continued to give away the wealth of Rivers people to outsiders. Beside the citing of projects outside the state and making cash donations to individuals, groups, and institutions that are not Rivers’s, the yearly State sponsored pilgrimage to Israel has been dominated by non Rivers People. On the third point, Dr Peter Odili proved his supporters wrong as he quickly appointed Chief Ebenezer Isokariari as his Adviser 1, and also used him as his man Friday as soon as he was selected and installed as Governor of Rivers State by those who wanted to milk the state dry. It is very unfortunate that Dr Marshal Harry is not alive to see the Monster he molded and imposed on Rivers people.

Among the many expectations of Rivers people, was the development of other cities to decongest the overcrowded Port Harcourt, and change the present one–city State status of Rivers State. One had expected that Bori, the traditional Headquarters of Ogoni people and Ahoada which already has the status of a city would have been further developed and made comfortable with social amenities. But till date, no new project has been cited in these cities outside the 100 unit Housing Estate of 1999 which ofcourse has increased the number of abandoned housing projects in the State. Some of these buildings are scattered in over grown areas still uncompleted, and may remain so till the end of this administration in May 2007.

The other expectations were, the manpower development of the State and the upgrading of amenities in the over crowed Port Harcourt City which hosts two Universities, the two campuses of college of Education, School of  Nursing, College of Health and Technology, College  of Art and Science etc, that are in Rivers State.  With the amount of money that has come into the State since 1999, one had expected the Odili Administration to build fly-over at the ever busy Eleme junction, Rumuokoro junction, UST junction in Mile-3, Agip junction, the Rumuokwuta/ Rumuola junction, and perhaps build a main land bridge across the Air Force axis of Aba road that has always become impassable during rainy seasons, to further decongest the heavy traffic that is associated with Port Harcourt.

Because of the much noise about development on the pages of newspaper and on the television, there had been an unprecedented influx of people into the State since 1999. Beside the new Government House and the Rivers State House of Assembly complex which Odili built because he was too sure of the 3rd term agenda, there is nothing on ground to point at in Rivers State. We have seen what Dr. Chimaroke Nnamani, Donald Duke and other Governors have done in their States without so much of Oil Money. It is sad that Rivers State is still in darkness inspite of the noise about gas turbine for seven years now.    

December10, 2005, was a very sad day in the history of Nigeria. It was the day she lost over hundred of her citizens including 60 innocent children and the vibrant/dynamic tele-evangelist, Pastor Bimbo Odukoya via the Sosoliso flight 1145 plane crash at the Port Harcourt International Airport. The Pilot had successfully Maneuvered the air plane from Abuja to Port Harcourt airport amidst a thunder storm, only for the plane   to burst  into flames taking the lives of those innocent  Nigerians because of an inefficient fire service and an inhuman, insensitive  and an uncaring government that  could not provide water for fire fighters.

During the emotion laden burial of Pastor Bimbo Odukoya two weeks later in Lagos, a sad Governor Ahmed Asiwaju Tinubu of Lagos State, opined that it was an irony and a disappointment that Port Harcourt, a city built on water, could not provide water to save the lives of victims of that ill–fated flight when it matters most.

In a widely published open letter to Governor Peter Odili in March 2006, I have said that those deaths would have been avoided if there was water and medical facilities at Omagwa, Ipo and Igwuruta - host communities to the airport. Infact, fire tankers that went into Port Harcourt city in search of water, returned empty because the taps were dry on that fateful day. This was happening in a   State where the Governor is a modern day “Giobel” when it comes to noise making as a performer on the pages of newspaper and on television screens. I have said in another article published on pages 7 and 8 of “The weeks magazine” of June 19, 2006 and in other Nigerian dailies, that the only thing we can remember Odili for are the two projects (New Government House and Assembly complex) which I mentioned earlier and which like I said, was built because he had thought the third term would sail through, thereby giving him ample opportunity of making more noise from that magnificent edifice.

March 11, 2006 was another day I cannot forget in a hurry. It was the convocation ceremony of the University of Port Harcourt   and a day Peter Odili put Rivers State to shame. On that fateful day, the Governor had cornered some honorary doctorate degree on his wife, Justice Mary Odili (she deserved that award) and two of his colleagues from kwara and Nasarawa States. As expected, stooges and friends of Governor Bukola Saraki and Musa Abdullahi   came in their droves to see the Port Harcourt they have been hearing about. They were disappointed, because apart the terrible darkness in the city of Port Harcourt, there was no road to take them to University of Port Harcourt as the Rumuokwuta – Mgbouba – Choba road was at its worst State. I saw hundreds of these gorgeously dressed Mallams and Alhajis sweating and shouting “kai, Kai” having been trapped in a terrible traffic for several hours. They were still there when the convocation ended and the Governor’s convoy returned, pushing everybody out of the tiny road with millions of pot-holes. They must have sworn never to come back to Port Harcourt.

Recently, a pastor friend from Adamawa State told me that the Port Harcourt with an all–night, seven years darkness is not the one they heard about in Adamawa. Continuing, he said, Port Harcourt in Adamawa, is regarded as a place where people enjoy social amenities in abundance. It was therefore a surprise that he has continued to buy water and candle in a city he had expected to get uninterrupted water and power supply. Sad!

Seven years ago, when Peter Odili was imposed on Rivers people by the late Dr. Marshal Harry and Group Captain Sam Ewang, he promised to give the people a new lease of life. He promised to build hospitals, roads, houses, and link up communities to the “independent power project” (Gas Turbine), provide portable drinking water, good education, and all that stuff. Today, less than eight (8) months to the end of his tenure, we are yet to see light in Rivers State. Peter Odili although a medical doctor is yet to build any new hospital excepting the reconstruction of the Braithwait Memorial Hospital currently going on. All one sees is misery, lack and pains on the faces of Rivers people.

On the 29th June, 2006, I was present at the workshop on “Due Diligence on the Budget Process” organized by the Rivers State ministry of Budget and Economic Planning, at the Presidential Hotel in Port Harcourt. Answering questions from participants, the Honourable Commissioner in charge of the ministry, Mike Ejims Enwukwe, a man I see to be too intelligent and vibrant, couldn’t explain why the 2006 budget was yet to be operational. His only answer to the many questions was “it is above me”. He said, whenever he argued too much in the State Executive Council meeting, he finds it difficult to eat   and sleep for fear that he may have offended Dr. Peter Odili, who according    to him, is a man he works to please twenty four hours a day. To me, that is modern day slavery! You can’t get the best out of such an endowed mind.

I ran into some Odili boys (Boys Oye!) who happen to be my friends. They were complaining very bitterly of hardship and gross underdevelopment during the past seven years. Perfunctorily, I shook my head in disbelieve. They said apart from Rt. Hon. Amaechi – the Speaker who has empowered his boys and ethnic group, every other person was just mindful of their pockets.  This scenario must have been responsible for their accusing Peter Odili of turning Rivers State to “goat” in one of their praise songs which had a derogatory undertone. Unfortunately Peter Odili, his deputy, Gabriel Tobby- a man that has earned my respect, and his cronies, love dancing to this melodious song. The song says:-“Na who be the man o, Peter Odili(2x), as you carry Rivers State turnam(turned into) to goat”. Yes, a goat that every person can fool about and eat of its flesh.

A part from  the wife who I must confess, has touched the lives of the down –trodden in the villages with funds donated by concerned  Individuals and Corporate Organizations, through her pet project “The Adolescent project” Peter Odili’s attention has always been on siphoning the wealth of Rivers State. He has engaged in such wild profligacy as can be conjectured only of a colonial authority or, in any case, a rulership that is conscious that the wealth being squandered is not its own.

Peter Odili is indeed, a sad chapter in Rivers State history!

AkpoBari  Nkabari  Celestine

 Ogoni Activist






08032733965

Email:ogoniadvancement@yahoo.com


PROPOSAL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CASSAVA FARM IN OGONI: AN ATTEMPT AT REDUCING POVERTY BY EMPOWERING THE OGONI PEOPLE.

Introduction:

The Ogoni are a distinct ethnic group numbering about 700,000 people and inhabit the coastal plains terraces of the oil–rich, but impoverished Niger Delta region of South – South Nigeria. Presently the Ogoni exists in Khana, Gokana, Tai and Eleme Local Government Areas of Nigeria, and speaks the Khana language with slight differences in the other three (3) Local Government Areas.

Oil of commercial quantity was discovered in Ogoni by Shell in 1958. There are in Ogoni, 96 oil wells connected to five oil fields where gas was flared twenty–four (24) hours a day in close proximity to human habitation up to 1993, when Shell was sacked from Ogoniland. There are as well, a Fertilizer plant, two oil refineries,  a Petro-Chemical plant, and a very busy sea-port that host thousands of companies.

In 1990, the Ogoni took stock of their condition and found that inspite of the stupendous oil and gas wealth of their land, and which has bettered the lives of other Nigerians and their cities; they were extremely poor, had no social amenities, unemployment was running higher and worse still, their environment was completely devastated by three decades of reckless oil exploitation or what the Ogoni love to call “Ecological Warfare” by Shell. In brief, the Ogoni were faced with environmental degradation, political marginalization, economic strangulation, slavery and possible extinction. 

They went further to adopt a bill of right (OGONI BILL OF RIGHTS) which was presented to the Government and people of Nigeria in October 1990. In the bill, the Ogoni people demanded:-

(a) The right to self-determination as a distinct people in the Nigerian Federation.

(b) Adequate representation as of right in all Nigerian National Institutions.

(c)  The right to use a fair proportion of the economic resources of their land for their development, and

(d) The right to control their environment.

These demands which are enjoyed in abundance by other Nigerians, were nonviolently pursued and agitated for by every Ogoni until 1993, when their leaders were divided over the general elections in Nigeria which the Ogoni boycotted. This cleavage was to further affect the campaign for elections into the 1994 Constitutional Conference which eventually led to the death of four Ogoni leaders. This singular event was to change the face of the Ogoni struggle for a better deal, as the Rivers State and the Federal Governments of Nigeria brought in the military that Massacred Ogoni people in their thousands, raped their women, and destroyed their properties, schools, markets and communities.

As a corollary to the above, the Government of Nigeria, arrested and tried the remaining Ogoni leaders including Ken Saro-Wiwa for the murder of the four leaders mentioned earlier. The military tribunal that tried them eventually sentenced them to death by hanging in October 1995. Nine (9) of them including Ken Saro- Wiwa, were consequently hanged on November 10, 1995.

STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF ESTABLISHING A CASSAVA FARM IN OGONILAND.

Ogoni as stated in the introductory note inhabits the costal plains terraces of the oil–rich Niger Delta region of Nigeria with a beautiful landscape and expands of arable land with its alluvial soil. Over the years, Ogoni has been a food basket for the teeming population (of Rivers and other Nigerians) in River State and her neighborhood. It is also worthy of note that in the past thirteen (13) years during which time, oil exploratory activities seized in Ogoni, the land has been fast recuperating. 

Furthermore, Ogoni under the present Chief Olusegun Obasanjo administration has experienced some openings through the building of roads to link Ogoni with Bonny Island on one hand and Opobo/Andoni on the other hand. It is expected that economic activities in Ogoni land shall increase upon the completion of the above road projects as more people from the hinterland would prefer to leave in Bori-the traditional headquarters of the Ogoni people, Bori being a central town to Bonny, Opobo, Andoni; and a transit town to the neighbouring Akwa- Ibom State on one hand, and Abia State, on the other.

LOCATION AND HECTARAGE

There is over 10,000 hectares of arable land along the Okwale/Luebe axis of the Khana Local Government Area of Ogoni which the landowners have agreed to release to me for the cultivation of a cassava farm. 

BENEFITS OF ESTABLISHING A CASSAVA FARM IN OGONI.

(1)
Poverty Reductions:

The establishment of a cassava farm in Ogoni has the potential of reducing poverty in the area to its barest minimum. This is so because, such a project is capable of igniting and boosting economic activities and serve as a veritable means of securing investment opportunities. With the would be increase of salary earners, and more money in their pockets to spend, it is quite clear that people will pay rent for new accommodation or build new ones, and patronize existing business.

 The use of bicycle in Ogoni as a mean of public transportation is a sure sign of poverty in the area. The establishment of this farm will surely put an end to that terrible mess and suffering. Presently, over 80% of those hawking all manner of things on the streets of Port Harcourt and doing all sort of Menial jobs in the cities are Ogoni people.

(2)
Employment Opportunities:

The establishment of this cassava farm in Ogoni will surely create employment opportunities for the running percentage of unemployed Youths in Ogoni. Apart from the youths, adults would also be engaged in some sections of the said farm. Farms of this nature will certainly attract ancillary industries that would in turn keep busy a lot of unemployed people in Ogoni. It expected that the farm would give job to about 4,000 people in five (5) years time. 

(3)
Increase in Food Production:

Over the years, Nigerians have witnessed increase in prices of food items. The establishment of a 10,000 hectare of cassava farm in Ogoni, will lead to an increase in food production as garri and fufu –by products of cassava, are staple food items in Nigeria. Apart from producing food for local consumption and for export, this kind of farm will also serve as a source and centre for the multiplication and distribution of improved variety of cassava stem to local farmers. 

Riverine communities of Opobo, Andoni, Bonny, Okrika etc, who are neighbours of Ogoni, and Bayelsa, Delta, Akwa Ibom States in Nigeria, shall benefit immensely from this kind of project as it will serve as a source of food supply.  

(4)
Development: 

The siting of a cassava farm in Ogoni will certainly attract other related industries that will process and package harvests for both local and the international market. These industries definitely would be involved in the development of Ogoni territory, or at least the host communities through the provision of social amenities.

The youths and adults that shall be employed by the farm and the industries might also be involved in the development of projects in their communities.

(5)
Promotion of Education:

Ogoni is one of the educationally disadvantaged areas in Rivers state. As stated earlier, over 80% of those hawking on the streets of Port Harcourt, are Ogoni people. These are children in their teens and early twenty that were supposed to be in school but because their parents are poor and couldn’t afford school fees. The establishment of a cassava farm and other related industries apart from empowering the Ogoni people financially shall be involved in the promotion of education by directly awarding scholarships to willing and deserving Ogoni children.

(6)
Peace Building

It is said that “an idle mind is the devil’s workshop”. In recent times, the Niger Delta region has been a hot –bed of violent activities. One of the reasons adduced for this ugly state of events, is that, the region has the highest number of unemployed people in Nigeria. Engaging the unemployed in Ogoni on the proposed farm and the ancillary industries it would attract, will definitely curtail the rate of restiveness in the area. It follows that the Ogoni shall experience an unprecedented peaceful atmosphere in their land when/and if this farm is established.

(7)
Foreign Exchange Earner.

In this era when cassava is fast becoming a hot cake in the International Market, there is no doubt that a big cassava farm in Ogoni, will certainly be a great foreign exchange earner for our State and Nigeria at large.

STRATEGIES FOR GOAL ACCOMPLISHMENT

Stage 1 -  Land Acquisition and Compensation

The first step to be taken would be to pay compensation to Land owning communities with a view to acquiring it for the purpose stated in this proposal. It should be stressed that I have discussed with the landowners who were willing to give me their land for the cultivation of this farm.

Stage 2 – Clearing and Land Preparation

After compensation   and the successful acquisition of land, I shall commence the process of hiring bulldozers, tractors and other equipment for clearing and land preparation. I hope to also secure the assistance of volunteers from Ogoni and other concerned Corporate Organizations to ensure the success of this phase.

Stage 3 – Sourcing For Cassava Stem and Planting

At this stage, I shall seek the assistance of the International Institute for Tropical Agriculture (IITA) Onne, which I have consulted for improved cassava stem and expert advice. There will also be need for me to get the assistance of other farmers before we go into actual planting.

Stage 4 – Maintenance, Harvest and Sales.

Upon the completion of planting, we shall focus our attention on maintenance, which would continue till cassava is matured for harvest. Simultaneously, we shall make necessary contact with relevant marketing out-fit for the processing and marketing of harvest.

OGONI CASSAVA FARM PROJECT, PHASE 1

FINANCIAL IMPLICATION

Find below, is a detail estimate of what we need for take off:-

HECTARE: - 
10,000 HECTARES
LOCATION:  
OKWALE / LUEBE AXIS-KHANA LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA. 

                    
          RIVERS STATE, NIGERIA

DURATION: 
OCTOBER 2006 TO DECEMBER 2007 (15 MONTHS)
DETAIL PROJECT BUDGET

(1) LAND ACQUISITION AND COMPENSATION 


N10m
(2) HUMAN RESOURCES: -

	S/NO
	ITEM (S)
	UNIT
	           COST

         N

	a
	Farm Manager                    (1)
	    40,000 x 12 months
	              480,000.00

	b
	Technical Supervisor           (1)
	    30,000 x 12      “
	              360,000.00

	c
	Administrative Supervisor    (1)
	    30,000 x 12      “
	              360,000.00

	d
	Computer Analyst/Secretary (1)               
	    30,000 x 12      “
	              360,000.00

	e
	Clerks                                (2)
	    15,000 x 12      “
	              360,000.00

	f
	Casual Field Workers        (100)
	        800 x 15 days
	           1,200,000.00

	g
	Grass cutter hunters          (10) 
	    10,000 x 12 months
	           1,200,000.00

	h
	Permanent Field Workers   (10)
	    15,000 x 12      “
	           1,800,000.00

	i
	First Aider
	    20,000 x 12      “
	              240,000.00

	j
	 Security Personnel       (10) 
	    15,000 x 12      “
	           1,800,000.00

	
	SUB TOTAL
	
	         8,160,000.00


(4) OFFICE EQUIPMENT, VEHICLES & SUPPLIES  




	S/N
	ITEM(S)
	UNIT
	            COST                            N     

	a
	Hiring of bulldozers                       (3)
	 100x3 x 4days          
	   1.2m

	b
	Hire of vehicles (Hilux)           (2) 
	      1.5m
	   3m

	c
	Tractor Hire (planter & harvester)
	        1m
	  1m

	d
	Installation of solar power electricity 
	        3m
	   3m 

	e
	Computers (2)
	     150
	   300,000

	f
	Cost of building sheds in ten different locations within the farm        (10)                         
	50,000
	   500,000.00

	g
	Borehole/Facilities 
	1.5m
	  1.5m

	h
	Office Accessories
	         1m
	   1m

	i
	Internet Services (installation& monthly subscription)
	        1.3m
	 1.3m

	g
	Procurement of implements
	
	

	(i)
	Shovels                                    (100) 
	             1200
	    120,000.00

	(ii)
	Machetes                                 (100) 
	               450
	      45,000.00

	(iii)
	Wheel barrows                           (10) 
	            6,500
	      65,000.00

	(iv)
	Hand gloves                             (200) 
	              100
	      20,000.00

	(v)
	Rain boots                               (100) 
	            2,000
	    200,000.00

	(vi)
	Raincoat                                  (100) 
	            1,000
	    100,000.00

	(vii)
	Head pan                                (100)
	             550
	    550,000.00

	(viii)
	Hoes                                       (100)
	              300
	      30,000.00     

	H
	
	
	

	a
	Cost of Motorcycles                   (5) 
	        140,000
	    700,000.00               

	
	SUB TOTAL
	
	14,630,000.00


3.  Other Services 
Cost Of Improved Cassava Stem


  

      500,000.00
Fertilizer (N.P.K 3,500 X 570 bags)




  1.995, 000.00
 Weed Control Chemicals (prime extra -3000 x 350 tins)
   1,050,000.00
Consultancy







 
      500,000.00
Contingency (5%)






   2,161,775.00

Sub Total                             



      
 6,206,775.00

SUMMARY   

Land Acquisition and Compensation

  



10m


Human Resources








8,160,000

Office: - Cost of Office Block
                                         

5m

Office Equipment, Vehicles & Supplies


        

14,630,000

Others Services





        

 6,206,775

GRAND TOTAL

                            



43,996,775
DELIVERABLE: 
As we progress, it is our believe that proper documentation and assessment shall be made available to sponsors of this project that is expected to employ over four thousand (4000) Ogoni people in five (5) years time, and provide food for thousands of Ogoni neighbours in the riverine communities of Bonny, Andoni, Okrika, Opobo etc, Bayelsa, Delta  and other Nigerians. 

On behalf of the economically disempowered Ogoni people, I look forward to hearing from you.

AkpoBari Nkabari Celestine

Ogoni Activist

08032733965

E-mail: ogoniadvancement@yahoo.com
Contact address

AkpoBari Nkabari Celestine

Environmental Rights Action (ERA),

10 Ibaa Street, off Okomoko Street,

D/Line, Port Harcourt.

Rivers State Nigeria.

08032733965

E-mail: ogoniadvancement@yahoo.com

REFEREES:

HRM (Mene)Nwiyee Gbarakoro

Menebua Kua,

Chairman, Conference of Ogoni Traditional Rulers (COTRA)

Okwale Town

Khana LGA, Rivers State

08033422451,08063316113

Fidelis Allen

Head, Nigerian Associateship,

Centre for Global Nonviolence,

C/o Department of Political/Administrative studies,

University of Port Harcourt.

Choba, Port Harcourt.

08063699132

Sunny Zorvah

Editor, Ogoni Star,

MOSOP Office,

6 Otonahia Close,

Off Olu  Obasanjo Road,

Port Harcourt, Rivers State.

08036677006       

Asume Isaac Osuoka

Project Manager,

Environmental Rights Action,

10 Ibaa Street, Off Okomoko,

D/Line, Port Harcourt.

Rivers State, Nigeria.

08033099494

SHELL IS STILL  A  MONSTER  THE OGONI MUST REJECT!

Thirteen (13) years has gone since Shell was sacked from Ogoniland but the wounds it inflicted in the heart of the Ogoni from over thirty (30) years of unprofitable relationship, devastated environment, flared hopes, fried skies and of battered livelihoods, is still very fresh in our minds. Whenever we gather every November 10, to weep over our very “First Eleven” and count our loses, we remember Shell that supplied the guns and provided the finances with which the military  task force brought in by Ada George and Peter Odili in 1993, massacred our loved ones and leaders in their thousands, raped our innocent women, destroyed our communities from 1993 when we commenced peaceful protests against the theft of our oil, underdevelopment of  our territory, marginalization of our people and the destruction of our environment.

Recently, there had been rumours  and talks on a possible return of’ Shell to Ogoni, the most vocal and glaring of these efforts was  the appointment of Rev. Father Matthew Hassan Kukah as  Facilitator, Presidential Initiative of Ogoni – Shell Reconciliation which has been mistaken for  the socalled “Ogoni  peace committee”. In his address at the Foundation Laying Ceremony of the Ogoni  Memorial at Bori-the traditional Headquarters of Ogoni people on Saturday may 20th, 2006, Rev Father Kukah allayed my fears when he made plain  that  he was not appointed to reconcile the Ogoni, but SHELL and OGONI. He said “Although my brief from the President was to seek reconciliation between the Ogonis and Shell. I believed as a priest, helping the Ogoni people find peace within themselves as individuals and families is more a pastoral than a political assignment…”
 And that has been the all-time interest of the satanic and blood sucking Shell. It doesn’t matter what the Ogoni had suffered and are suffering. It doesn’t matter if the Ogoni lost their best and loved ones because of oil. All they dream and think about is a possible resumption of operation in Ogoni and Shell hasn’t   any human feeling.

While carrying out some investigation as I began to work on this piece, I observed that Shell is not in Nigeria for the good of the people and communities where they operate. I went to Oloibiri in Bayelsa State where Shell discovered oil in 1958, and I shed tears that  a town which belched out billions of dollars until the 70s, could be so abandoned and neglected like the Ogoni simply because an in sensitive, inhuman and wicked oil company called (S)HELL was involved. Today, oloibiri is a ghost town and her oil wells, all dried up. I went to umuechem in Etche Local Government Area of Rivers State where the Nigerian Mobile Policemen murdered over eighty (80) people in October 1990, at the gates of Shell’s flow station which are located in the community, including Chief Ordu – the traditional ruler on the orders of Shell which invited them simply because the people staged a peaceful protest against constant oil spills and the impoverishment of their people. I saw the horrifying effect of oil spills at Rukpoku, Ogbodo- Isiokpo, Yorla in Khana, and the Gokana area of Ogoni.

I went through the slow and crooked means of responding to oil spills which are caused mainly by equipment failure. It is sad that in spite of the protests and peaceful campaigns against the wickedness and insensitivity of Shell,   the company has continued to adopt the worst forms of environmental practices in Nigeria to reduce costs and increase profits for its share holders in London and The Hague. Its method of Clean up which involves scooping the oil on water and land surface for dumping in open pits where crude is burnt, is the worst form of spill control and clean-up in the world as such fire, has often resulted in massive  devastation of farmlands, forest, rivers and communal properties.

The most annoying aspect of the whole mess is that Shell has never for once accepted any wrongdoing in all the glaring corporate irresponsibilities being displayed by the company everyday in the Niger Delta; a character which contributed immensely to Shell’s winning of the 2004 Public Eye Awards for Irresponsible Corporate Behaviour in the environmental category. Shell has continued to attribute every oil blow-out, spills and fire out break, to sabotage even before an investigation is carried out. The company claims that over 80% of all the oil spills from their facilities are caused by sabotage. This they do to avoid payment of compensation to communities, farmers, fishermen and others whose business and livelihood thrive on land and rivers.

On April 29, 2001, a bigger blow-out occurred at Yorla in Khana- Ogoni, leading to massive destruction and the killing six weeks later, of one Mr. Friday Nwiido-a 31 year old father of three who until he was killed by policemen who abducted him on suspicion of seizing a Shell van in protest against unpaid stipends for the work he did, had worked for Shell’s agents who refused to pay him. During that ugly incident, Shell conducted inspection of the site with helicopters on May 1, 2001, and assured the Rivers State Government that the spill would be contained. But instead of doing something about that terrible spill, the company’s External Relations Manager-Donald Boham, the following day held a press conference at its port Harcourt Club-house where he claimed, the spill was caused by sabotage even though he agreed that Shell oil wells in Ogoni are “Still potential time bombs”

Ironically, while Shell was accusing the Ogoni people of Sabotage, the team Shell imported from Boots and Coots in Houston – USA on the 4th May, 2001 to cap the collapsed wellhead told Shell upon the conclusion of capping operations on the 7th May, 2001 that the spills was caused by mechanical failure due to gas pressure coupled with corrosion on the ageing facility.

The team further observed:-

That Shell’s response was too late, having been made over 5 days after the spill occurred and 4 days after they got the information.

That Shell was already attributing the Spill to sabotage despite the fact that it had not had any kind of access to the site to determine the cause of the Spill.

That the Local communities are experiencing skin, throat and eye irritation as well as respiratory difficulties, yet Shell has made no effort to address the medical situation.

That the Local drinking water and the crops in the ground, has been contaminated by the spill, yet no relief material in form of water or food of any kind whatsoever, had been sent.

That was Shell in Ogoni, 2001; the same today and tomorrow! This evil character of Shell led to the protest and early resignation of J.P Van Dessel – a Dutch and head of Shell’s environment department in Nigeria over 11 years ago.

Recently, there was another terrible oil spill at the Gokana area of Ogoni. Shell as usual is beginning to play tricks. They choose to sponsor the State murder of Ogoni Leaders and the devastation of Ogoni land in 1993-95. They jettisoned the recommended measures put forward by the Special Rapporteur of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights in 1998 that was aimed at addressing the socio–economic problems of Ogoni. They refused to accept any wrongdoing against Ogoni people at the Justice Oputa Panel. Shell has also vehemently refused to apologise to the Ogoni for all the atrocities the company has committed against the peace loving people since they embarked on a peaceful campaign for a better deal. Now, they want to come back via the instrumentality of the State, wearing the face of “A PEACE GIVER” in the Rev. Father Mathew Kukah’s presidential assignment.

I want to state at this point that over thirty (30) years of oil theft in Ogoni by Shell, brought us nothing in terms of wealth and development. Ogoni is still the only place in Nigeria where bicycle is being used as a means of public transportation. Ogoni children can’t still go to school because of poverty and are all over the streets of Bori and Port Harcourt hawking all manner of things and suffering as bus conductors just to keep the body and soul together. In my first letter to Governor Peter Odili which received a wide publicity and my latest article titled – “THE TRUTH, OBASANJO AND PETER ODILI DID NOT TELL OGONI PEOPLE” which was published by the widely read -The Week Magazine of June 19, 2006, and other Nigerian dailies, I have enumerated the problems which the Ogoni faced daily even in this socalled “democratic Nigeria”

 The ogoni must rise up now to stop the return of this monster called (S) HELL!

AkpoBari Nkabari Celestine 

Ogoni Activist 

08032733965

Email: ogoniadvancement @ yahoo.com 
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