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ABSTRACT

This paper proposal which is a Poverty Reduction Strategy Program is, titled Striving for a Better Life in Cameroon. The world economy has grown steadily since the Second World War, bringing widespread prosperity and lifting many millions out of poverty, especially in Asia. 

Nevertheless the daunting challenges remain. In Africa and Cameroon in particular progress in poverty reduction has been very limited until recently that the country qualified for the HIPC initiative. Many cameroonians will be doomed to poverty without concerted efforts both by the national government and the international community.

 I

n tackling these issues the paper presents a four series of macro economic actions incorporating the Millenium Development Goals as a  clear target for reducing income poverty, tracking other sources of human deprivation, and promoting sustainable development.

The central goal of the paper is to bring to the national and international scene feasible strategic programs, which can help Cameroon government achieve deep and lasting poverty reduction objectives. The program attends to critical areas like the;

Enhancement of national infrastructure (targeting vulnerable rural and urban communities)

National Information Programs (With the purpose of disseminating economic information)

 Food Expansion Production program (targeting agriculture, storage and marketing facilities)

Urban and Rural Human Resource Development Program

The successful participation of stakeholders like the civil society, NGOs associations trade unions and other external stakeholders in the implementation of this program is intrinsically what makes the program more participatory, transparent and exciting, yet the feasibility in its actual poverty reduction possibility is apparent as the proposed sub projects of the program are designed to respond with lots of relevant and responsiveness to the country’s sensitive social and economic development needs 

 The National infrastructures Program (NISP) is actually the putting into use of the countries development capacities and resources beginning with infrastructures so that existing skilled labor force can be effectively utilized for more and more equitably distributed benefits .The program visits also Urban and Local Governance Administrative Structures in a bid to tailored them for poverty reduction.

The program proposes as a mater of policy the decentralization of responsibilities by government so as to be able to build local capacities for service provision like health care, education, water and energy, environment, HIV/AIDS, gender promotion, child maternal mortality, hunger–, poverty and other functions (MDGs) in an attempt to expand the development"frontier" that has always been limited until now solely to urban communities. This is a strategy to assist countries like Cameroon, achieve universal service provision tailored towards the achievement of major international development targets and goals.

The paper folds with an in dept proposition of policy reforms and modes of implementation for Cameroon as well as for the World Bank and other donor institutions as a safeguard against further debt problems.

STRIVING FOR A BETTER LIFE IN CAMEROON

 INTRODUCTION

Poverty Reduction remains the central concern for most International Financial Institutions (IFIs) and government as the standard of living and welfare for most peoples particularly in sub Saharan Africa continue to decline

 Although it is necessary to proffer measures by which this dilemma can be rid off the region, a good conceptual analysis of poverty as a construct will give us a vivid picture and understanding of what we are dealing with and what we intend to reduce 

Ajaga Nji (2004) defines poverty as a situation when individuals lack the basic necessities to lead a happy life, or when a whole group of people within a social stratum neither have adequate incomes nor enjoy social amenities that make life fulfilling.

Case and Fair (2000) went a little further to look at poverty as a situation that conveys an image of run down, over crowding, rat infested housing, homeless people and untreated illnesses.

However the United Nations Development Program has defined the poor as those living below the poverty line as established by the governments of their country.

Ako (2001) did not fail to remark that while there is an absolute definition of poverty, where the individual does not get enough to eat, it is generally agreed that poverty can be depicted as material deprivation (as measured by revenues, expenditures, and consumption) and manifest itself in other measurable deficit in food security, access to essential services such as health education infrastructure, and portable water. In the human index there are five indices these are life expectancy, literacy, health services, access to safe water and child nutrition

Putting poverty in context and using Cameroon as a yardstick of similar countries in the region under the same burden, it has been proven that in Cameroon approximately 60.5 per cent of the Cameroonian population live below poverty line. The poverty situation in Cameroon is endemic in that poverty is heavily present both in the urban and rural areas alike with the burden falling heaviest on women, children and the old.

Recent findings (Ako 2001) show the ambiguity of poverty in the Cameroonian context. For instance in the mid 1980s, poverty which was essentially a rural phenomenon has become so wide spread that in 1996 the number of poor households in urban areas rose to 12.7 per cent. Also the Millennium Development Goals progress reports report 

. the following, from documents from the Ministry of the Economy and Finance (MINEFI), Bank of Central African States (BEAC) , Ministry of  National Education (MINEDUC), Ministry of Health (MINSANTE), United Nations Development Program (UNDP),and the World Bank. Poverty rate stands at 60.2 percent, Percentage of households with access to good sanitation system 7.3 per cent, 50 per cent of households have access to portable water, life expectancy at birth stands at 59 years, HIV/AIDS prevalence amongst adults stands at 11.8 per cent.

 Although the country has recently qualified for HIPC funds the government has to treat as a matter of urgency the need to respond to positive macro level poverty reduction strategies. So as to be able to curb and halt the devastating effect poverty continues to register as it makes strong advances nation wide.

A POVERTY REDUCTION STRATEGY PROGRAM FOR CAMEROON 

 Government investment in terms of political will and resource allocation in poverty reduction tailored programs today will pay considerably in the future. As long as the population remains handicap resources will continue to be under utilized and once resources are under utilized we can not adjust inequalities in material welfare.

In putting forward this program I have been very impressed by the difficulties Cameroonian are facing, the passive efforts the government is making and the innumerable opportunities which are yet to be recognized and deployed in the fight against poverty. I do not have to point out in this paper the fact that ultimately the job of implementing this programs is entirely ours, and that through cooperation the task will be easier in the sense that the goal of reducing poverty has to be achieved earlier. Fortunately it is not necessary to explain why the government must look for ways forward especially after qualifying for HIPC debt relief program. The misery, the poverty, unemployment hardship and insecurity of life, which characterizes the nation, can no longer be hidden from the view of the international community. 

What is perhaps more serious is that where the problem of poverty is recognized, there is a tendency for the government to assume a distant attitude or fabricate dubious statistics. Moreover the problem is likely to get worse and possibly endanger national peace integration and life expectancy unless government recognizes it as it is in the field and full attention turned towards its solution. There are also many development analyst who tend to over simplify the problem and say that if only more aids or debts were cancelled the problem will disappear. The achievement of rapid development in Cameroon requires simultaneous and complementary joined efforts from the government, the civil society, NGOs, donors and international institutions.

Therefore during the course of this discourse I will be introducing other stakeholders for the much needed joined efforts as I propose for consideration a program of action covering the following especially critical areas;

Enhancement of national infrastructure (targeting vulnerable rural and urban communities)

National Information Programs (With the purpose of disseminating economic information)

 Food Expansion Production program (targeting agriculture, storage and marketing facilities)

Urban and Rural Human Resource Development Program

National InfraStructure Program (NISP).

It is most unfortunate that while key decision makers should be concerned with the sustainable development of all our resources for the benefit of all our peoples a lot of emotional energy and material output are being spent on a national power struggle and ideological warfare.

 What is perhaps most unfortunate is the fact that many opinion leaders in the political scene are doing all they can to use the poverty weakness to draw the people to conflict. 

It appears to me that our country needs a new objective, which should be the putting into use of our development capacities and resources beginning with infrastructures so that existing skilled labor force can be effectively utilized for more and more equitably distributed benefits Following are key areas to be visited in achieving the above stated objective;

Urban and Local Governance Administrative Structures (Tailored to reduce poverty)

Urban and Local Communication Systems (Enhanced to link cities and communities)

Transport Networks (Developed for accessibility and communication)

Poverty reduction possibilities in Cameroon have been deterred to a greater extend by inadequate infrastructures precipitated by corruption. In Cameroon members of the ruling elite own luxury cars worth 50 million FCFA when the majority of the populace are going sometimes for days without quality food or access to basic health care and education. Corruption, which evidences a system malfunction, occurs as a matter of policy or political will. The United Nations Human Development report in 2003 scorned Cameroon’s fight against poverty. Amongst the 175 countries rated, Cameroon was top on the list occupying 142nd position. It is not surprising thus that if you will have to visit Cameroon the most probable thing you will retain as a reporter or researcher are the hospitals, bridges, roads and schools in shambles, with an ever increasing rate of unemployment, juvenile delinquency, death and general frustration.

The shameful state of our infrastructure development lends credence to some observer’s claim that government has only been paying lip service to the fight against poverty. If any policy reform or adjustment is to be made it should be that a national infrastructure program should be put in place targeting poverty affected rural and urban communities to ensure that the reform has a positive trickle down effect on the general population. In this way government will be making available to the population infrastructures that respond to poverty reduction goals.

A primary obstacle towards reducing poverty in Cameroon, in both the rural and urban communities, is the poor roads and insufficient transport systems. If road networks could be developed and enhanced in these communities, communication exchanges and marketing will be provoked and jobs will be created. Insufficient infrastructures like; poor roads, water supplies, housing, bridges, post and telecommunication networks lead to expensive economic methods of communication and exchange. Which has a large effect on the price of domestic products. A great deal of people below the poverty line can improve their welfare if the government gives priority to the development of urban and rural infrastructure facilities. 

We are not realizing our goals in the fight against poverty partly because we have poorly oriented infrastructure development policies and reforms and partly because our present infrastructures are not designed to inter-connect with our communities to open them to social and economic opportunities that will effect our poverty level. Poverty is prevailing, as the productivity of the country takes a downward trend. Government has to build facilities that will be effective and responsive, as possible to the home country’s social and economic needs

In its summary report during a June 2000 Ministerial Conference on Development in Asia and the pacific, the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific stated that …Humanity’s biggest challenge today is poverty reduction in a socially and environmentally acceptable manner (adding that) this challenge can be met if the political decision makers in the region are prepared to bring about changes in thinking, deciding and executing…

This statement brings to mind the fact that in designing reforms aimed at reducing poverty, national and local governance administration should be carefully set up and monitored. When national and local governance structures (administrative buildings, offices, bureaucracy, personnel, administrative unit organization and division), are poorly structured and monitored there will be unnecessary delays in executing official duties like road/bridge maintenance, environmental management, general reconstruction projects and also in servicing both the national and international community. Social and economic development is hampered when services are poorly rendered to national and international stakeholders due to faults coming from national or local administration.

Many scholars have advocated that liberalization of the economy and decentralisation of political power could yield better public and private sector management of resources. But this can only be possible if sufficient control mechanism (good governance) is put in place to bring their activities into public scrutiny and evaluation.  So that at the end of the day the community will not have to question the legitimacy of their activities by way of protest and riots since social and economic development cooperation and cohesion had been build on strong governance principles like participation, consensus, transparency, due process of law, egalitarian judicial and administrative reforms effectiveness and accountability 

In the process of establishing national and local governance infrastructures that are responsive to poverty reduction stakeholders like civil society organizations, financial institutions and NGOs have to be brought in as joined partners in the program. Who will be responsive to the poor majority, by facilitating linkages between the poor and the government, financial institutions and civil society organizations at both the micro and macro levels.

The successful implementation of the national infrastructure program will depend on the government building an enabling environment for coordinated action with and amongst all stakeholders. The different NISP projects are pursued as schemes with an underlying long-term objective of being replicating at local levels. The development of good governance local government planning will provide a very effective mechanism for continued progress in reducing poverty through community empowerment.

 Civil Society Organizations, Associations and NGOs have as a main thrust in the NISP to build the capacity for infrastructure development at the national and local community levels. Ultimately it is public opinion expressed through organized civil society that provokes government to correctly administer development reforms and policies. Since people depend on networks, associations and other social organizations to reduce life’s risk, access services and resources and protect themselves against the depredation of their fellow human beings. In this social connection and networking which must serve ultimately to hold government’s will on infrastructure development and good governance thereby enhancing their performance towards the NISP.

National Information Program (NIP).
The importance of information need not be over emphasized. Information is crucial for the knowledge age economy today, and strong enough to bring about social and economic growth as it exposes people to opportunities and resources that can change their life and standard of living. For poverty to be reduced via the information system the supposed country information systems have to be enhanced. This enhancement inevitably should commence with establishment of information accumulation facilities and later information dissemination or implementation facilities. Information reduces poverty because information propels development. In today’s globalize society and global village setting countries wallow in poverty when their information systems are bad, insufficient or nonexistent What attracts investment is quality disseminated information. 

Few investors if possible none will want to invest in countries which they do not have quality information about its potential to business, security and development. It will interest you to know that a lot of governments in Africa hide social and economic development information from the population for selfish political ends. Researchers have revealed through their findings that Cameroon is rich in natural resources. According to the Global Forest Watch, Cameroon is Africa in miniature with the Dja Reserved having a natural potential, which justifies its statues as a biosphere reserve and a world heritage site. Such an information could cause the country to be industrialized as a tourist destination bringing in millions of tourist every year and generating income that could go a long way to reduce poverty in the nation. The government is not utilizing this information amongst others though disseminated. The government of Cameroon has a marginalisation tendency and low-level response to development reports that is costing the lives of the sons and daughters of the nation in poverty.

International donors and financial institutions have to make it a point of duty to ensure that positive development information in the nation has to be acted upon irrespective of whether the development potential is located in the South West, North West, East or Center of the country.

Besides, checking on the government’s use of positive development information for national sustainable development, the country has to establish and renovate old research centers for the purposes of data collection, analysis and storage. Government can not handle issues that it knows too little about To collect quality information on the level of poverty in the country and the possible ways of reducing it, the government has to take seriously the putting in place of the national information program. By this, I am referring to the establishment of development information, data collection and analysis centers in both the urban and rural communities. 

The development recently recorded in Cameroon that has earned it the qualification for HIPC funds is a demonstration of how much can be done in a positive way on the basis of very limited data. But every development plan emphasizes the urgent need for more information if better and more effective poverty reduction plans are to be formulated and if the implementation of these plans is to proceed on schedule. Sources of assistance like the World Bank and the I.M.F seek information which is not readily available; potential investors inquire about opportunities which government officials themselves know very little; and data for evaluating the countries progress are sketchy and often becomes available too late to be fully useful. Substantial better information is not only needed for poverty reduction planning but also for the planning and tracking of our national development. 

The government needs to mount, therefore, an intensive thorough survey of our natural resources indeed such a study must proceed concurrently with the planning of our national infrastructure because the most economic location of transport and power facilities can only be determine in conjunction with our production and marketing potentials.

Our knowledge of natural resources should not only be limited to minerals, researchers should also learn more about our water sheds and the best ways of distributing the water and power supplies amongst communities and for irrigation, power, transport and conservation purposes. Our knowledge of soils and rainfall is also limited. Therefore, the efforts to learn about our physical resources should also be accompanied by extensive land use surveys and reforms as a basis for improving our advice and land access to farmers and other economic users of land. All in an attempt to cut down on the rate of poverty in the country. Today rapid poverty reduction by 2015 is requiring a much more carefully organized approach in the identification of urban and rural community development opportunities. The government can not successfully meet up to these standards without it given consideration to the establishment of several feasibility analysis centers at targeted urban and rural communities.

These centers would survey agricultural and industrialization possibilities and assess the feasibility of promising projects tailored to reduce poverty as a service to government and also direct international donors at cost. Specifically, each of these centers would;

· Identify and survey development opportunities in target urban and rural communities’ Perform feasibility poverty reduction studies in each community covering;

· Cost and methods of reduction

· Marketing and management problems 

· Potential contribution to the Millenium Development Goals

· Nature of urban –rural, national or international cooperation and partnerships required.

Expansion of Food Production program (EFPP)
Another positive proposal for visible national development and long term community empowerment and sustainability is an implementation of a national food expansion program. The present experience of famine in many parts of Africa and the rapid depletion of surplus stocks in other parts of the world coupled with rising prices for basic food crops are signals of pending catastrophes if real steps are not taken to increase food production. No matter how successful the government tries to industrialized by liberalizing the economy it remains a fact that for many generations Cameroon will continue to be primarily a producer of agricultural and other primary products. Looking at poverty through the binoculars of Ako (2001) absolute poverty is a situation where the individual does not get enough to eat. And if the individual were to have enough to eat it therefore means that food production has to go up the chart. With this conception it is evident that a workable approach towards poverty reduction can not be void of a food expansion response.

Considering that Cameroon is rich in agricultural products policies have to be designed not only in meeting the country’s research needs but also in solving the country’s problem of storage and preservation facilities to urban and rural dealers in perishable agricultural products. The Agricultural sector is the backbone of human life in Africa both in consumption and in employment. It provides employment to the rage of 60 to 70 per cent of Africa’s labor force. In many countries small holders and subsistence farmers account for about 50 per cent of total agricultural output. Food expansion policies have to go concurrently with gender and land reform, especially in removing constrains to women access to land and capital. An FAO synthesis report on nine countries (Benin, Burkina Faso, Congo, Cameroon, Mauritania, Namibia, Sudan, Tanzania and Zimbabwe) showed that women rarely own land and when they do, their holdings tend to be smaller and less fertile than those of men. 

Constrain that women face must be addressed if agriculture is to be the engine of economic growth and poverty alleviation. Evidence from a World Bank study in Kenya suggest that if women had the same human capital endowments and use the same production factors and inputs as men, the value of their output will increase by 22 per cent. If these results holds for sub Saharan Africa as a whole then simply raising the productivity of women to the same level would increase total food productivity by 10-15 per cent, eliminating key social hazards like hunger, poverty and food insecurity.

 According to Dr. Lucas Brader, Director General of the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA)…if Africa is to develop a more productive, sustainable, and equitable agricultural sector, it can not afford to neglect women. Food security in Cameroon can not be assured and poverty reduced, without improving the situation of women producers in urban and rural communities. Julius Nyerere , the first president of Tanzania said…while some people aim for the moon, we must aim for the villages…Poverty persists in Africa because our governments do not want to recognize the secret of our sufficiency-agriculture-.Most former developing countries today like China experienced some kind of agricultural revolution before their take off. 

It is doubtful how countries like Cameroon can get to China’s level of economic success without an agricultural revolution. . Negligence to expand food production continues to protract poverty in the Country as a food shortage causes prices to swell on a daily basis without a corresponding increase in salaries. By expansion I am referring to the modernization of the agricultural sector and empowerment of its stakeholders both technically and financially.

A proper commitment to fight hunger by World Bank member countries will be evident in their desire to mix their political will with the HIPC funds in improving the agricultural sector. Institutional reforms have to be put in place to encourage human input and also to facilitate production. These reforms must be pursued and monitored ideally. This means that the voice of citizens and governments who normally should shape national development strategies should very much matter in the monitoring process. 

Urban and Rural Human Resource Development Program (URHRDP)

The most rewarding and fundamental factor in development is the human resource. But the contribution of human resource in development is determined by the kind of orientation it receives. A lot of people insist on the building of high-level manpower skills in the country in an effort to provoke urban industrial development. I will like to add to that by suggesting, the building also, low level manpower skills both at the national and local levels. 

Unlike in the past where the urban population was the most targeted for high level skilled development, today we have an unpleasant situation of rural exodus that necessitates the development of high and middle level rural development capacities. This means that capacity building for public and private sector management should also involve the building of skills targeting rural development. The existing institutional structures can not provide the much-needed training for rural institutional and industrial development. As such training and apprenticeship opportunities abroad for middle level occupations in rural communities as well as the expansion of scholarships from government and other public and private institutions should be created.

This will be a fine way of decentralizing responsibilities by building local capacities for service provision like health care, education, water and energy, environment, HIV/AIDS, gender promotion, child maternal mortality, hunger–, poverty and other functions (MDGs) in an attempt to expand the development"frontier" that has always been limited until now solely to urban communities. This is a strategy to assist countries like Cameroon, achieve universal service provision tailored towards the achievement of major international development targets and goals.

. A good way of making our human resource relevant and helpful in solving present challenges is to find the appropriate engagement process” to “conveniently integrate” our man power, so that it respond s accurately to designed poverty and social development needs. Employing such an increasingly “pro-active” stance will expand national participation and hence national action and sustainable development 

While manpower shortages remains the dominant considerations in the urban and human resource development program the government must also take positive steps to motivate and expand primary school enrolments and reduce literacy among our adult population. Primary education is the pedestal on which all formal education must rest. Its quality must be high, based on modern curriculum taught by seasoned tutors. The quality of teaching delivered in many establishments is also a source of concern to pupils, some of whom complained that lessons are dull and uninteresting. One is rewarded in class, claimed a twelve year old girl. by repeating what the teacher tells you, not by expressing one’s own opinion  

One thing that children resent in school is the fact that much of the time the teachers, many of whom are not qualified, seem to be more preoccupied with maintaining discipline and keeping control than delivering a useful and stimulating lesson. There are too many teachers in our school who beat children, I think that when they are beating them they should not forget that they are children. They beat them with sticks. You know some of the children come from far away and because of being hungry they end up missing lessons. Claimed two thirteen year olds from school on commercial farms. To avoid a situation whereby a considerable extension into the literacy problem continues in the future the authorities should strive to make provisions for comfortable study environment to motivate expanded enrolments. So that the target goal of achieving universal primary education and an end to gender inequality in primary and secondary school on enrolment figures can be attained by 20015. 

Conclusion

Poverty reduction requires not only debt relief but also planned education strategy and reforms. Cameroon needs strong urban and rural education programs in all three of these areas; manpower, primary level and adult literacy. The molding of our society and the development of our communities can not be wholly successful until all Cameroonians can participate effectively in the aforementioned poverty reduction strategy program, in both the effort and the benefits

Policies and Procedures

The program I have proposed in this paper will be expensive in both development capital and technical assistance. The earliest and most pressing will be for technical assistance on a significant greater scale than in the past. There is first of all the need to plan the allocation of the infrastructures and their design taking into consideration their immediate responses to social welfare (MDGs). This will normally require field studies and community consultation to encourage the practice of community agreement and endorsement. In this case the government should endeavor as a matter of policy to give the opportunity of greater influence to citizen groups both in project evaluation and benefit. Government should not over burden the taxpayers in project financing, as HIPC funds are intended to cut back on the financial burden. Government should allow citizen groups to evaluate the quality of work done.

Appropriate mechanisms should also be put in place to seal up the possibility of bottleneck processes occurring in the course of the project, as this will create avenues for corruption, embezzlement and fraud. The successful implementation of such a strategy wills the building of a wide public awareness and consensus on the important of such facilities and structural innovations. Thus implying the need for a new discourse within the civil society.

 This discourse which should be best championed by civil society organizations, associations, NGOs , trade unions and other professional bodies should have two major key objectives, the first is to; mobilization of the voice of the ordinary people, participation of all stakeholders in the program and projects, ensure public discursion on policies, to ensure pluralism and competition in markets and service delivery and basing public service on merit rather than clientelism and class hierarchy.The second objective of the discourse will be to recognize corruption, nepotism, cronyism, arbitrary discretion, secrecy, rigid hierarchies, and the like as bad attributes to be overcome in modern institutions in order to achieve social and economic development and poverty reduction.

This adjustments have to be made to ensure that the national infrastructure program that is being effected put in targets poverty affected rural and urban communities and guarantees that the reform has a positive trickle down effect on the general population. 

The NISP will also require the massive infusions of teachers, curriculum specialist, testing experts, agronomist, economics, architects, engineers, physical planners, data processors, statisticians and researchers of all kind into the planification and implementation of the projects. Therefore a policy should be put in place to find locally and recruit qualified home based human resources, except in cases where the government can not find the require man power then could it turn for help elsewhere. A good use of HIPC funds to cause such a massive utilization of our existing potentials for training and for work will over the next several years leave the population feeling the impact of the HIPC initiative in a very positive way.

The I.M.F. and the World Bank in their own part should play the role of intercessor and should intervene in bringing a just balance between the development agenda of poor counties and the lending priorities of donors. While the World Bank’s lending priorities for PRSP countries must reflect the priorities of donors of the IDA. 

Borrowing governments are expected to integrate the strategic priorities of donors into their PRSPs. As of 2002, the Private Sector Development (PSD) Strategy is not just one out of many strategies of the World Bank Group, it is the overarching strategy of the entire institution. The U.S. government avidly promoted the PSD Strategy in order to expand the privatization "frontier" into basic services — health care, education, water and energy – especially in poor countries. 

Major shareholders insist that PRSPs promote the private sector. A recent review of PRSPs by the U.S. Agency for International Development (AID) criticizes the Joint Staff Assessments (JSAs) of the IMF and World Bank, which identify the strengths and weaknesses of each PRSP document prior to Board consideration of the document.

 It claims that some JSAs are substandard in terms of their treatment of private sector issues. In particular, the U.S. government is urging that each PRSP include time-bound performance benchmarks. As low-income governments are hemmed in by the need to meet more and more targets and benchmarks, they are likely to be subject to greater discipline by the donor and creditor community. We do not have to place the lives and welfare of nations at the interest and national policies. Borrowing governments on the other hand should endeavor to administer loans solely for the purpose they were intended not for personal aggrandizement or for the filling up of their private coffers. If the PRSP of borrowing governments do not sufficiently promote the private sector but has welfare improvement possibilities proposals it is conscientious that donors approve of such strategy plans since the overall objective of all stakeholders is to see poverty and hunger in the world reduced by 2015.

The successfully realization of the poverty reduction or Millenium Development Goals will depend on the faithfulness of borrowing governments and donor financial institutions to place poverty reduction above all other thing else.

ACRONYMNS

NISP

National Infrastructure Program

NIP

National Information Progarm

EFPP

Expansion of Food Production Program

HIPC Initiative

 Highly Indebted Poor Country Initiative

URHRDP

Urban Rural and Human Resource Development Program

IDA

 International Development Association (the soft loan arm of the World Bank

IFI 

 International Financial Institutions (e.g., IMF and World Bank)

IMF 

 International Monetary Fund

JSA 

 Joint Staff Assessment (the IMF and World Bank’s staff assessment of each PRSP that is given to each institution’s Board of Executive Directors prior to their consideration of a PRSP)

)

PSD Strategy 

 Private Sector Development Strategy (of the World Bank Group)

PRSP

 Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper
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