REPORT OF YOUTH LEADERS IN BENUE IN RESPECT OF THE PROPOSED FEDERAL MINISTRY OF YOUTH AFFAIRS
On the 12th of August a Benue Youth Leaders convened at Pauline Makka Center to get the Benue Youth position on the Purported youth Ministry. The meeting started at about 10:04 am with opening prayer taken by David Habba. Self introduction follow with participants introducing themselves and the organization they represented. The meeting was chaired by a recognized friend of the youth Mrs R.N Hua Hua who in her in opening remarks stressed on the importance of standing together as youths. She went ahead to say that lots of youth do not know their relevance in the society and pointed that out as a developmental problem, for youths to be able to address their problems they ought to know the problem. She also mentioned that youths should be given a chance to contribute to development. Most youth involvement in activities of such that directly affect their lives are in the passive and not active. In her words ‘‘it is important to let youth participate in activities that affect them or it is dictatorship.’’ 
David Habba on the overview of NAYA said that NAYA is the Network of Adolescent and Youths in Africa. NAYA existed in other 6 Africa countries inclusive of Nigeria. He went further to talk on NAYA spear heading the process of actualization of the youth ministry and the eventual operation of the ministry. He said that the reason for the convening the meeting was to answer some of the questions that have arisen as relating to the ministry and to bring forth a position of the youths in Benue He also recognized the fact that he too was new to NAYA and as such did not know much about NAYA and this was acknowledge At this point, Participants ask David to get back to NAYA national and get more information about NAYA. Such information would be disseminated among members. They also requested for a copy of the BY LAWS of NAYA. 
Thereafter, the chair of the meeting Mrs R.N Hua presented a paper titled the ‘‘importance of youth participation.’’ The paper basically stressed the importance of youth participation the benefit of such. Some of the benefits she outlined were; development of life skills, healthy choice making and helps youth develop an assertive nature of thinking. She also stressed that that for effective youth participation youths had to avoid peer influence. She went ahead to talk on some of the barrier to effective youth participation and some of the barrier she mentioned were Low political priority, unproductiveness of youths, and government policies that were client oriented. Participation in youth programs she said not only enhances capacity building but also prepares the youth for future challenges. 
The house spent a whooping 3 hours discussing the issue of the purported youth ministry. At the end of the deliberations, the following resolutions were taken,
· The youth ministry is a long overdue initiative and Benue youths consider it a noble course.
· The issue of who heads the ministry, we agreed it was of great relevance for a practicing youth professional, who is not a politician to head the ministry having considered other people and results they produced coming from non political terrains.
· That we would support the establishment of the ministry and the eventual operation.

Few questions were asked that National NAYA had to respond to

1. Who started the process of the youth Ministry?

2. About the nominees for the possible appointment as ministers, what criteria were used in choosing them and who did?

3. Which constituency would they be reporting to if appointed?

Participants agreed that for one of them who is also a nominee for the Job and whom they hardly know, it would be wise of him to come to Benue and address a youth rally which would create awareness on his person here.
For us to succeed we must be willing to make sacrifices, increasing access to the internet was one of such. Mrs Hua while stressing on that with a personal story told the participants that the internet held lots of opportunities. 
On the selection of a steering committee, the whole house agreed that that should be shifted to the next meeting.

At that it was agreed that we draw up a work plan for Benue NAYA beginning from now till December. Activities were suggested scrutinized and either accepted or rejected. Activities like Advocacy visit to the commissioner of women affairs and youth development, the Benue Planning commission Traditional and religious leaders were proposed (Attached is the work plan)

Responsibilities were given to people. Specific responsibilities such as following up of letters and a pubic relation team was also chosen. 
The meeting of NAYA Benue was agreed to be fortnightly.  Thus the next meeting is to be held as the premises of Society for Family health on the 5th of September 2006. 

Thu the meeting came to an end at about 3:15pm with closing prayers said by Queen Usaka (Education as a Vaccine against AIDS)
Minutes taken by:

Kelvin Uever

(Jireh Foundation)
