Who we are…

Welcome to Oxfam@Guelph, a CSA accredited club and division of Oxfam Canada.  As a club, we reflect the mission of Oxfam Canada that together we can create a fair world, free of poverty and injustice. We work towards this goal through advocacy and awareness campaigns on the University of Guelph campus, and in the Guelph Community.

Oxfam@Guelph started in Fall 2005.  In our first year on-campus, we ran a successful Make Poverty History campaign and a Make Trade Fair campaign, and began dialogue with the University of Guelph regarding the implementation of Fair Trade product regulations.  We held documentary screenings, ran a panel on fair trade, and drafted a referendum question that resulted in us being a student funded club!  In the Guelph community, High School and Elementary School Outreach teams were busy doing classroom presentations in many schools, raising awareness about social justice and trade justice.

This year we hope to grow!  Building on the successful foundation that was built last year, we would like to have the following working groups active on our campus and in the Guelph community.  Within these groups, there is a lot of room for creativity and new ideas!

Working Groups

On-Campus Campaigns

· this could possibly be two or three different groups that work on the planning and implementation of campaigns on-campus at different times in the school year

· campaigns would be a choice of the campaigns that Oxfam Canada have established, such as:

· Fair Trade in Coffee

· No Sweat

· Education for All

· World Food Day (the planning for this event has already begun!)

· Make Trade Fair

· Control Arms

Residence Outreach

· this will be a new working group that will work on establishing connections with the RA's and Residence Life teams

· possible things to offer would be resources for RA's to put on bulletin boards, giving presentations on social justice issues, screening a documentary for a residence floor and facilitating discussion, and keeping the residence community informed about ways they can get involved

High School Outreach

· building upon the relationships established with high schools last year, this group will work presentations for high school classes that challenge students to think globally and act locally in a fun and interactive way

· topics of presentations can relate to any social injustice issues 

Elementary School Outreach

· similar to the High School team, this group goes into elementary and gives presentations about social justice that are geared to younger students

· using games and props, the goal is to get kids thinking at a young age about their connection to the global world

Fundraising

· this team would choose one of Oxfam Canada's Funds to donate money to and run a fundraising event

· possible ideas could be partnering with one of the on-campus teams to run a joint fundraising/awareness event where silk-screened t-shirts could be sold, holding a "Music for Change" event where all cover charges would go towards the cause, or running monthly bake sale/Fair Trade Coffee sales for the cause

Guelph Community Outreach

· this group would be working on building relationships with groups in the Guelph community to build solidarity between groups with a similar mission

· this group would also work towards raising the profile of Oxfam@Guelph in the city by advertising events around Guelph or tabling at the Farmer's Market or at community fairs for example

